4* indndiiig 2 children, killed in accident 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Four people, inducting wo children, were 
Killea m an accident on the Mafraq-lrbid road when the car they 
wwe travelling was hit by a trailer-truck, the Qvfl Defence 
Department (COD) said Friday, Seven other passengers in the 
“feeder Benz car were injured, a CDD statement said. Musa 
Ramadan Khaiaf, the driver of the Syrian-iioensed plate traiier- 
tni ™ which hit the car while overtaking it, fled the scene of the 
accident but was arrested in Irbid, the statement said. The dead 
were identified as Omar Hussein Obeidat, 45, assistant district 
governor of Ajkran, his wife Hind, 30, and daughters Wala’, 6, 
and Majd, 1. The driver of the car, Mohammad Hussein Obeidat, 
mo was also injured, and the rest of the passengers were all from 
the Obeidat family. The wounded were rushed to Ramtha hospital 
suffering from medium injuries, and wo of them were later 
admitted to the Princess Basina hospital in Irbid. 



Aid aircraft Mt at Sarajevo airport 

■ 

SARAJEVO (AFP) —Two U.N. planes were hit by small sums 
fire late Friday at Sarajevo airport, the first aircraft to be hit smoe 
flights resumed Tbunday after a two-week smitdowa, U-i'*. 
officials said. U.N. Protection Force spokesman Oaire Grows 
said the airport had gone on orange alert after two Ukrainian 
cargo planes were struck around 4:00 p.m. (1500 GMT), one m the 
tail, one in the cabin. No-one was injured in the incident and the 
t remained open, she said, although UNPROFOR and the 
of the U.N. Hfeh Cbmtnissioaer for 



Comtnissioaer for Refugees would assess 
the security situation - before going ahead with Sights Saturday r. 
“Two fli ght* were bit around 1600 boon as they tamed on the 
runway "she said. “One was shot in the tail, one in the cabin. As 
of 1900 hours (1800 GMT) the airport is oo status orange. She 
added that the future of the airlift Saturday remained cudw. 
Orange alert means pilots have the final say on whether to fly. The 
Ihmshin-76 were each hh by two rounds, said a U.N. source who 
asked not to be named. Ms. Grimes said it was unclear which side 
had fired the shots. 


U.S. says Iraqi army 

moving, warns Baghdad 

Iraq asserts troop movements its own 
business; Kuwait 'alert/ expects U.S. help 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The United States on Fri- 
day accused Iraq of threaten- 
ing Kuwait with a buildup of 
' troops and mechanised divi- 
sions and said it was prepared 
to respond “to any act of 
aggression.’ 1 

President BQl Cli n ton said 
he was taking “precautionary 
steps” to respond to the 
alleged buildup. 

“They should not be mis- 

■ led into thinkin g they can 
' repeat the mistakes of the 
1 past,” Mr. Clinton warned. 

“We are taking die ueces- 

■ sary steps as a precaution to 
deal with this issue,” Mr. 

; Clinton said at a news confer- 
-.ence. He said he would not 

■ immediately discuss details of 
the action. 

Officials said the United 
States was sending an aircraft 
carrier towards the Gulf .re- 
gion in response to the move- 
ment of Iraqi troops towards 
Kuwait. 

The officials, who asked 


not to be named, said that 
U.S. army troops had been 
pot on alert and were ready 
to link up with pre-positioned 
equipment in Kuwait on 
short notice. 

Britain said it was sending 
a frigate into Kuwait. 

Iraqi opposition groups 
claimed Baghdad was apt to 
attempt a repeat of its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait 

A leading dissident said the 
move followed a “wide- 
spread” uprising within the 
armed forces which was 
aimed at overthrowing Presi- 
dent Saddam but was sup- 
pressed. 

The British Foreign Office 
said in a statement that it was 
following the reports and 
warned Baghdad: “Any ac- 
tion in contravention of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
would be a grave error of 
judgement.” 

Iraq refused to confirm ~or 
deny the reports of troop 
movements near tire Kuwaiti 


border, saying army opera- 
tions wi thin Iraqi borders 
were its own business. 

“Iraq is not obliged to 
account for the movements of 
its army, it deployment and 
its activities,” the Informa- 
tion Ministry said in a state- 
ment. 

1 Those who have some- 
thing against Iraq... must 
know that nobody has the 
right to express hims elf on 
the movements of units of the 
Iraqi army and of its deploy- 
ment within the nation's 
territory,” the statement 
said. 

It warned against drawing 
“prefabricated and illegiti- 
mate conclusions,'* apparent- 
ly referring to fears of a 
repetition of Iraq's invasion 
of Kuwait in August 1990. 

Mr. Clinton told the news 
conference: “We know what 
they are doing. We have re- 
sponded with necessary 
steps. “We will report more 
as events unfola.” Mr. 


Clinton said he did not want 
to “read more into it than has 
actually happened? 1 But be 
added, again, “we have re- 
sponded with necessary pre- 
cautionary steps.” 

He said the United States 
remains committed to U.N. 
resolutions against Iraq. 

Questioned about the ac- 
tion. Mr. Clinton repeatedly 
cautioned against inflaming 
the issue, but added, “It 
would be a grave mistake for 
Saddam Hussein to believe 
that for any reason the Un- 
ited States has weakened its 
resolve on any issues that 
involved us in that conflict 
just a few years ago." 

Asked whether he believed 
his foreign policy failures had 
encouraged Iraq to test U.S. 
resolve, Mr. Clinton pointed 
to the resumption of nuclear 
talks with North Korea after 
threatened U.S. sanctions 
and U.S. progress towards 
restoring democracy in Haiti. 

“In the case of Haiti. I 


think it is absolutely apparent 
to everybody that it was the 
literal imminence of the milit- 
ary invasion which is leading 
to a peaceful transfer of au- 
thority there,” be said. 

“It plainly was the result 
largely of the credible threat 
of force that a diplomatic 
solution permitting that 
threat of force to be insti- 
tuted into the country in a 
peaceful, rather than a war- 
like, manner, that resulted,” 
he explained. 

“So if those are the exam- 
ples, I would think that Sad- 
dam Hussein would draw ex- 
actly the reverse conclusion 
than the one you outlined,” 
he said. 

Reports from Kuwait said 
U.S. military reinforcements 
were expected in Kuwait 
within hours. 

The Kuwaiti defence 
ministry called op reservist, 
soldiers on Friday. 


on page 7) 


Israeli army ready 
with plan for Golan 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
The Israeli army recom- 
mends a withdrawal on the 
occupied Golan Heights that 
would relinquish most of the 
plateau and Jewish settle- 
ments but keep cliffs over- 
looking Israel, the Haaretz 
newspaper said on Friday. 

The newspaper published 
what it said were recom- 
mendations presented by the 
general staff to Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin. The re- 
ported plan fells short of 
Syria’s insistence on a foil 
Golan pull-out in return for 


Spokesmen for the army 
and Mr. Rabin declined com- 
ment. 

Under the proposal, the 
Israeli army would move to a 
north -south line stretching 
from a section of strategic 
Mount Hermon along the 
Jordan River to the Sea of 
Galilee. 

A map in Haaretz showed 
Israel would hold on to a two- 
to six-kilometre wide band 
along the line, including cliffs 
overlooking the Jewish state. 
At its widest point, the Golan 
stretches about 25 
kilometres. 

Israeli opponents of a fell 
withdrawal have cited Syrian 
shelling from the diffs, prior 
to the 1967 Middle East war 
in which they were captured, 
as a main reason for keeping 
part of the Golan. 


About 13,000 Israelis and 
18,000 Syrians live on the 
Heights. 

The reported plan puts the 
largest Jewish settlement on 
the Golan, Katzerin, inside 
Syrian territory. But it leaves 
Israel in control of the Ham- 9 
ma hot spring tourist resort 
and kibbutz Afiq along a 
strategic junction in the 
south. 

In three years of largely 
deadlocked talks with Syria, 
Israel has refused to specify 
the withdrawal it is wilting to 
make on the Golan. 

Israeli leaders say they first 
want to bear de tails of the 
peace Syria envisions. Israel 
wants foil diplomatic rela- 
tions, open borders and trade 
ties. 

“The Syrian and Israeli 
opening positions are fer 
apart from one other,” Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres 
told Israel Radio in an inter- 
view broadcast on Friday. 

Mr. Peres said U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher would make a “sup- 
reme effort” to end the stale- 
mate when he begins a new 
Middle East peace mission on 
Sunday. 

A senior Israeli official said 
Friday he supported a total 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan in return for peace 
with Syria. 

Yuri Lubrani, coordinator 
(Continued oo page 7) 


3 killed 
in Hebron 
in a week 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops 
shot dead a Palestinian who 
tried to stab a soldier on 
Friday in the West Bank City 
of Hebron, an army spokes- 
woman said. 

“An Arab attacked a sol- 
dier with a knife, and troops 
then shot and killed the 
Arab,” the spokeswoman 
said. 

She said it was not known 
if the soldier was injured. 

Palestinian sources said the 
incident occurred near the 
Ibrahimi Mosque, where a 
Jewish settler massacred 
more than 30 Palestinian 
worshippers last February. 

The shooting raised to 
three the number of Palesti- 
nians killed by Israeli soldiers 
in violence in Hebron in the 
last week. 

The- Israeli news agency 
Itim reported Thursday that 
the mosque would reopen on 
Oct. 31. 

A bomb exploded Friday 
in the southern city of Beer 
Sheba without causing 
casualties or damage, police 
said shortly after another 
bomb was discovered and de- 
fused here. _ _ 

The device had been 
placed near, the Muslim 
cemetery, police said. 


Sharaa delivers letter 
to Clinton, insists on 
complete Golan pullout 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa hand- 
delivered a letter to U.S. 
President Bill Clinton from 
Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad on Friday reaffirming 
Syria’s commitment to peace. 

Mr. Sharaa emerged from 
a meeting with Mr. Clinton to 
say Mr. Assad’s letter 
pledged that “Syria would 
work closely wife the United 
States as a cosponsor (of 
Middle East peace talks) to 
accelerate the peace process 
and to achieve a just and 
comprehensive peaceful set- 
tlement in the region.” 

Mr. Sharaa reiterated that 
full withdrawal by the Israelis 
from the Golan Heights was 
essential to achieving 
Mideast peace. 



ill 


‘On your land, you cannot 
compromise,” Mr. Sharaa 
said. “As long as there be any 
sort of occupation, then the 
other elements for peace, the 
other requirements for 
peace, cannot be meL” 
Syria’s “commitment (to 
peace) should not be ques- 
tioned,” Mr. Sharraa said at 
a news conference later. He 
also said Syria would not 
attend an economic confer- 
ence with Israel and Arab 
states in Morocco at the end 
of the month or other region- 
al meetings with Israel until 


peace is achieved. 

He did not provide any 
details about the “warm 
he is reported to have 
tld out to Israel. 

Syria is demanding the re- 
turn of all of the Golan 
Heights- 

Mr. Sharaa said the peace 
formula must be “total peace 
for total withdrawal.” 

“On your land, you cannot 
compromise because if a part 
of your homeland would re- 
main under occupation (it is) 
as though the whole country 
would remain under occupa- 
tion,” he said. 

He added that most, if not 
all, Israelis believe “that 
without full withdrawal from 
Golan there can be no peace 
with Syria. Many of them are 
also convinced that without 
peace with Syria, there will 
be no peace generally or even 
peace in the region.” 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher flies to Israel on 
Saturday to begin his fifth 
round of shuttling between 
Israel and Syria since May. 
He has said he does not 
anticipate any break- 
throughs. 

He has said he hopes to 
bridge the considerable 
between Israel and 
yria to reach an accord that 
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(Continued oo page 7) 


Cedras resisting pressure to leave Haiti 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (Agen- 
cies) — Haitian strongman 
Raoul Cedras is resisting in- 
tense pressure from the Un- 
ited States to leave Haiti after 
stepping down next week, 
dose associates said. 

U.S. embassy spokesman 
Stanley Schrager repeats at 
nearly every press briefing 
that the army chief is not 
■ obliged to leave Haiti under 
an agreement signed last 
• month. But he stresses 
: General Cedras 1 departure 
would ease the process of 
bringing back exiled Presi- 
dent Jeas-Bertrand Aristide. 

One U.S. source, who 

spoke on condition of anony- 
mity, said Thursday the Un- 
. ited States would be willing 
to help Gen. Cedras leave, if 
necessary. 

' But Cedras associates, who 
a jgn spoke on condition of 
1 anonymity, say the 45-year- 
old general is influenced by 
1 his forceful wife, Yannick, 
•who is adamant they remain 
in Haiti, and by Geo. Philip- 
pe Biamby, a fellow coup 


leader who also is expected to 
step down Oct. 15. 

With an army that feels 
betrayed by his decision to 
abdicate and a widely hostile 
populace, staying put appears 
to be a risky strategy. If they 
are pushed out, family 
sources say they would prefer 
to go to Spain, where rela- 
tives live. 

Spanish Foreign Minister 
Javier Solaua said Spain bad 
received no request from 
Gen. Cedras for entry, and 
was vague about whether 
such a request would be 
granted. “Spain prefers to be 
part of the solution of the 
problem and not part of the 
problem,” Mr. Solana said. 

Also Thursday, the lower 
boose of Haiti’s parliament 
unanimously passed an 
amnesty bill that was part of 
the deal struck last month 
between the Haitian coup 
leaders and former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter to 
avert a U.S. invasion. The 
measure goes to the Senate. 


The U.S. Senate, mean- 
while, told President Btii 
Clinton it wants a statement 
from him within seven days 
on the national security 
objectives of U.S. troops in 
Haiti and called for tbeir 
withdrawal “as soon as posa- 
ble.” 

And Central Inteligence 
Agency (CIA) Director 
James Woolsey denied the 
U.S. intelligence agency was* 
involved last year in creating 
a right-wing militia that tor- 
tured and killed scores of 
pro-democracy activists. 

This weeks 1 issue of the 
U.S. magazine the Nation 
said the CIA wanted the 
Front for the Advancement 
and Progress of Haiti to serve 
as a counterweight to the 
leftist Aristide (see page 4). 

On Monday, U.S. troops 
sent to Haiti on Sept. 19 to 
prepare tor Aristide’s return 
stormed FRAPH headquar- 
ters in Port-au-Prince and 
arrested more than two- 
dozen members. 


But FRAPH leader 

Emmanuel Constant, one of 
foe most feared men in Haiti, 
was not taken into custody. 
At a U.S. -orchestrated news 
conference the next day, Mr. 
Constant renounced violence 
and called on Haitians to 
work together. 

The Nation, a liberal week- 
ly magazine, said Mr. Con- 
stant once was an employee 
of the CIA, which has long 
been hostile to Mr. Aristide. 

During his years as a parish 
priest in foe 1980s, Mr. Aris- 
tide strongly attacked foe 
CIA and foe Reagan and 
Bush administrations for 
backing Haiti's then-military 
rulers. After his 1990 elec- 
tion, however, Mr. Aristide 
moderated his anti-U.S. rhe- 
toric. 

Hundreds of Aristide sup- 
porters took to foe streets of 
Port-au-Prince Friday in their 
first show of force since U.S. 
troops cracked down on para- 
military opponents. 

The marchers assembled at 


foe Sl Jean Bosco Church 
and wound their way along 
foe crowded port area, past 
the U.S. embassy and on 
towards the presidential 
palace. 

The last such march on 
Sept. 30 ended in tragedy 
when the procession 
approached foe headquarters 
of FRAPH adjacent to the 
palace and a gunfight 
erupted. 

At least five people were 
killed and scores wounded m 
that dash and it prompted 
foe U.S. military to move 
more aggressively ■ against 
FRAPH. 

“We are not looking for 
trouble, all we want is peace 
and Aristide to come tack,” 
said one of foe march orga- 
nisers, Charles Dartafllan, 
the secretary general of the 
Independent Confederation 
of National Trades Union. 

U.S. soldiers in armoured 
.personnel carriers shadowed 
the marchers, but there was 
no sign of trouble. 
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STROKE WHILE DRIVING: The car of a control of the vehicle. A 75-yeai I ~old customer 
man who was struck by a heart attack while of the pharmacy was kflled in the accident, 
driving stands in a local pharmacy Friday h three other persons were faynrel Hie 65-year- 
Angsburg, Germany. The car crashed hte the old driver later died in hos pipd (AFP photo) 
pharmacy after the driver collapsed and lost / 

Crown Prince returns home 

Peace process shoulcf focus on 

human resources — Prince Hassan 

■ 

HIS MAJESTY King Hus- 
sein on Friday received Their 
Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hasan and Princess 
Sarvath upon their return 
from the United States. 

The Crown Prince and 
Princess Sarvath landed in 
Aqaba where foe King was 
spending the weekend. 

In the U.S. Prince Hassan 
held a meeting with U.S. 

President Bin Clinton and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres at the White 
House. 

The Cro^uJ&ance also 
addressed the 49ih session of 
the United Nations General 
Assembly and held a meeting 
with U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali. 


dan’s central role in the peace 
process and underscored its 
efforts to establish a just, 
lasting and comprehensive 
peace that will ensure the 
restoration of rights, includ- 
ing Jordan’s territorial and 
water rights. 

Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvath were also received 
upon arrival by Aqaba Re- 
nal Authority President 
lyez Khasawneo and senior 
military and civil officials 
from Aqaba district. 

Jordan’s Ambassador in 
Wash i ng to n and head of the 
Jordanian delegation to the 
Janfeman-Israea peace talks 
Fayez Tarawnefa said Thurs- 
day the Grown Prince’s visit 


Prince Hassan’s meeting 
with President Clinton and 
Mr. Peres would have posi- 
tive reflections on foe entire 
peace process in the region. 
Dr. Tarawnefa said. 

In a radio interview with 
Radio Jordan, Dr. Tarawnefa 
described Jordan’s role in foe 
peace process as pivotal, 
saying that it was essential for 
any economic map in the 
Middle East. 

On foe Crown Prince’s 
talks with President Gin ton, 
Hr. Tarawnefa said they co- 
vered issues of common in- 
terest, including the revita- 
lisation- of the joint 
Jordanian- American commit- 
tee, working out features of 
the agenda of the next 
Jordanian- American meeting 
which will be held in Am- 
man. 

Grown Prince Hassan said 
Friday foe peace process 
should have the humanitarian 
dimension as its focal point. 

In an interview with Jordan 
Television broadcast shortly 
after his retain from the 
U.S., foe Crown Prince said 
there was great hope that 
many important issues facing 
the region, including the 
problem of unemployment, 
would be resolved through 
conce n trating on the buma- 


At the same time. Prince 
Hassan said, countries in- 
volved in foe peace process 


should also draw up plans for 
developing the region's hu- 
man resources. 

In this regard, Prince Has- 
san pointed to a conference 
which will be held in Casab- 
lanca, Morocco, Oct. 30- 
Nov. 1 with the participation 
of major international bodies 
and economic and financial 
institutions and said Jordan 
will focus within this interna- 
tional investment framework 
on the provisions of the 
Washington Declaration on 
developing the Jordan Val- 
ley. 

The Grown Prince said that 
he witnessed during his visit 
to the U.S. responses to his 
calls to bring about a compre- 
hensive change in the way 
Islam is perceived in the 
world. “I believe that there is 
a feeling within foe American 
administration and the U.N. 
and other sectors that reli- 
gious discrimination issues 
Mould be targeted by foe 
foreign policies of the U.N. 
and foe international com- 
munity, and I really hdpe that 
a practical programme at the 
cultural, information and 
academic levels would be 
launched in cooperation with 
the professional centres in 
Islamic countries as well as 
Europe and foe U.S. to 
vent a confrontation... 
is not an ally of communism 
after the fall of the Berlin 

(Continued on page 7) 



Israel clearing minefields 


farmland ahead of 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israel is clearing minefields 
and farmland in foe Wadi 
Araba desert in apparent pre- 
paration for a peace agree- 
ment with Jordan that would 
include withdrawing from 
territory, a newspaper re- 
ported Friday. 

The report in the daily 
Yedioth Ahronofo comes as 
Israel and Jordan unravel fin- 
al arguments over borders 
and water. Jordan wants 
Israel to return at least the 
land it occupied since 1948 as 
part of any agreement. 

Yedioth said that farmland 
is being prepared outside 
many of the Israeli settle- 
ments in Wadi Araba area 
that lie close to Jordan and 
that minefields in foe area are 
also being cleared. 

Israeli residents of Wadi 
Araba fear that foe land is 
being cleared as an alterna- 
tive to cultivated farmland 
that will be ceded to Jordan 
under any peace agreement, 
Yedioth said. 

Jordanian -Israeli negotia- 
tions are due to resume Mon- 
day in the Israeli Red Sea 
resort of Eilat. 

Jordan would like to get 
free-trade concessions with 
foe U.S., much like those 
Israel now enjoys, as part of 
foe Middle East peace pack- 
age, a senior Jordanian nego- 
tiator said on Thursday. 

“We have put foe outline 
of foe common agenda of the 
next meeting to be held in 
Amman next December be- 
tween the Jordanian and 
American sides, 1 ’ Fayez 


Tarawneh, Jordan's chief 
peace negotiator with Israel, 
told Jordan Radio in a live 
interview from- Washington. 

“There will be issues of 
utmost importance... we will 
be discussing free trade with 
the United States and Jor- 
dan,” said Mr. Tarawneh, 
who is also Jordan's ambassa- 
dor to Washington, without 
elaborating. 

Israel has had a free-trade 
agreement with the U.S since 
since 1985 which allows some 
import duties oo a few pro- 
tected items scheduled to fell 
in 1995. 

Dr. Tarawneh said the 
agenda of the joint 
American-Jordanian commit- 
tee's next talks were agreed 
to at foe sidelines of a meet- 
ing in Washington held this 
week between His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san and Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Feres. 

The two sides announced 
several economic projects, 
foe most important of which 
is a masterplan to develop foe 
Jordan Rift Valley — its cen- 
trepiece is a multi-billion dol- 
lar Red Sea-Dead Sea canal. 

The U.S. promised aid to 
Jordan as a way of backing its 
peace moves with Israel and 
decided in August to write- 
off $702 million of its official 
debt to Amman over three 
years. 

Minister of State for Fore- 
ign Affairs Tala! Al Hassan 
said Thursday the Middle 
East peace process had 
yielded good results culmi- 
nating in foe Washington 


dara.ti.on between Jordan and 
Israel on July 25, 1994. 

Addressing the Non- 
Aligned Movement’s foreign 
ministers meeting held in 
New York, Mr. Hassan said 
resolving security-related 
issues between Arabs and 
Israel requires' “building 
bridges of confidence.” 

This, be said, cannot be 
achieved unless Israel joins 
the international nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty and 
subjects its nuclear installa- 
tions to inspection by the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency. 

Israel should also 
the establishment of a nuc- 
lear anns-free zone in foe 
Middle East, he said. 

Without meeting these 
conditions, the entire region 
will continue to suffer from 
seenrity imbalance, which 
could lead any minute to an 
explosive situation, Mr. Has- 
san said. 

Mr. Hassan called for re- 
consideration of priorities 
with a view to placing econo- 
mic and social development, 
including poverty reduction 
high on priority lists. This 
entails that foe United Na- 
tions should enhance its 
fapacsty to deal with such 
issues and ensure the balance 
benreen political security on 

social and cco- 
murnc development on the 

riassan 
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Christopher and Iraq says its food stocks 
Sharaa hold talks running out, warns enemies 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher met with Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk A1 
Sharaa on Thursday to re- 
view prospects for further 
progress in the Middle East 
peace process. 

Mr. Christopher returns to 
the region this weekend to 
resume his role as an Israeli- 
Syrian peace talks facilitator. 
The secretary will visit Israel 
and Syria, as well as Jordan 
and Egypt, before returning 
to Washington late next 
week. 

Welcoming Mr. Sharaa to 
the State Department, Mr. 
Christopher singled out for 
particular praise recent state- 
ments by Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad and the fore- 
ign minister about Syria's 
commitment to peace. 

“We’ll continue to try to 
play our facilitating role, and 
we're very anxious to assist 
the parties in any way that we 
can," the secretary said at a 
stormy picture-taking session 
that was cut short when 
Israeli television reporters 
shouted at Sharaa claiming 
he had refused to submit to 
interviews on Israeli televi- 
sion or to deliver a peace 
message to Israeli television 
viewers. 

“I’ve had many press con- 
ferences, and there was no 
discrimination whatsoever 
about the journalists attend- 
ing those press conferences," 
Mr. Sharaa replied. 

“We have been saying 
openly and since the Madrid 
peace conference that Syria 
wants peace and that, for 
Syria, is a strategic option,” 
the foreign minister declared. 
President Assad, be said, has 
“made it clear that Syria is 
committed to a just and com- 
prehensive peace in the re- 
gion based on U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and inter- 
national legitimacy. 

“Syria is prepared to meet 
the requirements of peace, 
and those requirements 
should be objective, should 
be agreed upon, and in the 
forefront of these require- 
ments is the full withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights.” 

State Department spokes- 
man Michael McCurry ended 
the photo session after jour- 
nalists would not stop shout- 
ing and refused to be recog : 
nised in turn by the secretary. 

Later, at his regular news 
briefing, Mr. McCurry de- 
scribed the Sharaa- 
Christopher meeting as a 
good opportunity to review 
issues related to the peace 
process in advance of the 
secretary's trip and the dia- 
logue he expects to have next 
week with both Israel and 
Syria on their bilateral nego- 
tiating track. 


They also discussed trilater- 
al concerns during their pri- 
vate session of talks and at a 
luncheon the secretary 
hosted for the Syrian minis- 
ter. u We routinely talk with 
them on matters that range 
from non-proliferation con- 
cerns to human rights to ter- 
rorism,” Mr. McCurry said. 

The spokesman said Mr. 
Christopher’s role as a facili- 
tator “routinely involves 
probing with the parties the 
nuances in their positions... 
(and)... helping the parties 
understand each other’s posi- 
tions better.” 

However, he cautioned re- 
porters not to expect any 
“dramatic breakthroughs” 
next week. “This is not a 
track that moves with the 
same dramatic flair as some 
of the other tracks. This dia- 
logue is one that is very sub- 
stantive and very deliberate, 
and it requires a great deal of 
patience on the part of all 
those who are participating,” 
Mr. McCurry said. 

He rejected one reporter's 
suggestion that there is an 
end-of-the-year deadline for 
a peace agreement. “This is 
not a negotiation in which it 
makes sense to set any artifi- 
cial deadlines of that nature. 
It has always been our view 
that it’s important to make 
progress and we’ve said that 

1994 is a year in which prog- 
ress can be made,” he said. 
“But clearly this dialogue 
could easily continue into 

1995 as well. 

“We would hope that as 
much progress as possible 
could be made each time the 
parties use the services of the 
secretary of state as a facilita- 
tor for their dialogue.” be 
said. The United States has 
often told the parties that “at 
some proper point in their 
dialogue, we believe that 
direct negotiations would be 
useful,” Mr. McCurry told a 
questioner. It’s up to foe 
parties to determine when 
they've reached that point, 
he said, adding “that’s one of 
the things that we'll be able 
to explore among other ques- 
tions as we go to foe region.” 

Mr. McCurry said it was 
“too early to say “if Christ- 
opher would make yet 
another effort to advance 
peace negotiations when he 
attends the Middle East- 
North Africa Economic Sum- 
mit in Casablanca Oct. 30- 
Nov. 1. The conference is 
being sponsored by the 
Council of Foreign Relations 
and the World Economic 
Forum and is being hosted by 
King Hassan of Morocco. 
Just how the Casablanca con- 
ference will affect the sepa- 
rate bilateral peace talks, 
“we just don't know at this 
point,” the spokesman said. 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said 
on Friday its stocks of food 
were running out because of 
U.N. sanctions and that it 
would retaliate against its 
enemies if a ban on its oil 
exports was not eased im- 
mediately 

“The stores of strategic 
food supplies are being ex- 
hausted as the embargo in- 
cludes food,” the ruling 
Baath Party newspaper A1 
Thaw ra said in a front-page 
editoriaL 

“What is required now is... 
an immediate removal of the 
embargo, allowing oil to flow 
again.” Otherwise no one in 
the world would blame the 
Iraqi people and its lead- 
ership if they embarked on 
measures... which will give 
enemies a lesson” 

It did not elaborate on 
what steps Iraq might take to 
counter the crippling sanc- 
tions which were imposed af- 
ter its August .1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

Iraq’s official press on Fri- 
day echoed warnings by Iraqi 
leaders a day earlier that 
Iraq’s patience was wearing 
out and the coming three 
days would be decisive in 
determining what action the 
government would take. 

President Saddam chaired 


a leadership meeting on 
Thursday which warned the 
U.N. Security Council of un- 
specified consequences if it 
foiled to give guarantees of a 
favourable review of sanc- 
tions on Oct. 10 when U.N. 
envoy Rolk Ekeus is due to 
report on progress in moni- 
toring Iraq’s arms industry. 

Mr. Ekeus left Iraq on 
Thursday after announcing 
that the crucial long-term 
monitoring was officially in 
place. But he did not say 
whether monitoring was fully 
operational and also would 
not say when a test period 
would officially start. 

He made dear to reporters 
that it was not yet time to 
give Iraq dean bill of health 
as he still needed to verify 
certain aspects of past 
weapons programmes. 

The Security Council re- 
views sanctions against Iraq 
every 60 days, with the next 
snch session due in mid- 
November. 

Iraq is suffering from dire 
food shortage and hyper- 
inflation. Prices are far 
beyond the reach of ordinary 
people. 

with sharp cuts in rations 
announced early this month, 
the Iraqis are talking for the 
first time of fears of starva- 


tion. 

Iraq rejected a U.N. offer 
to allow it to export some oil 
worth $1.6 billion to pay for 
urgent humanitarian needs, 
saying the conditions infring- 
ed on its sovereignty. 

- “The suffering of the Iraqi 
people shall not continue,” 
warned Iraq’s Foreign Minis- 
ter Mohammed Saeed A1 
Sahaf in a news conference 
on Thursday. 

■ Iraq hardened its stand to- 
wards the United Nations 
and the United States when it 
became dear to the govern- 
ment that it could no longer 
continue with its rationing 
system as before. 

Last month, the govern- 
ment decided to slash rations 
of some items by about 50 per 
cent. The move sent prices 
sky-high and caused shor- 
tages of staple foods. 

Al Thawra said Iraq’s 
warnings were serious 

“There is no other path 
after Iraq exhausted all possi- 
ble means to reach a situation 
that ends die embargo,” it 
said. 

The United States, which 
led multinational forces in 
driving Iraq’s army out of 
Kuwait in February 1991, is 
lobbying for continued sanc- 
tions against Iraq. 


Sharaa 

appears on 

Israel TV 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Sy- 
rian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa prom- 
ised Israelis a new era of 
peace in his first exclusive 
interview on Israeli Televi- 
sion broadcast Friday. 

The interview with Israel 
Television’s Arab affairs 
specialist Ehud Yaari was 
recorded earlier this week 
in Washington, after three 
months of negotiations. 

Mr. Sharaa promised 
Israelis “an era of peace on 
(their) northern border en- 
ding any eventuality of a 
surprise attack.” 

The channel devoted 
most of its weekly maga- 
zine programme to the ex- 
clusive recorded soon after 
Mr. Sharaa gave a press 
conference which was 
attended for the first time 
by Israeli journalists. 

He said Lebanon would 
also join an Israeli -Syrian 
peace pact, as there would 
be no more reason for an 
anti-Israeli resistance in the 


country. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher arrives 
here Sunday on a new mis- 
sion aimed at reviving the 
stalled peace talks between 
Israel and Syria. 


Saudi envoy goes public in gems, murder cases 


BANGKOK (AFP) — A 
Saudi envoy to Thailand, 
Said Mohammad Khoja, has 
gone public with his cam- 
paign to recover some $20 
million in missing jewelry and 
solve the murders of five 
Saudi citizens here. 

Mr. Khoja told a packed 
ballroom at a Bangkok hotel 
Thursday night that at least 
four of the murders were 
linked to the missing gems. 
He showed slides of the 
jewels and of tbe murder 
scenes, and what he said was 
a previously unscreened 
videotape made by Thai 
police of them laying out the 
jewelry on rows of tables. 

But asked repeatedly to 
name names or at least say 
how high up the scandal 
went, Mr. Khoja refused, 
saying: “I do not want to 
reveal my hand.” He said he 
is writing a book about the 
affair that will tell all. 

Among the new points Mr. 
Khoja revealed: 

— The jewelry stolen by a ’ 
Thai servant from the palace 
of a Saudi prince in 1989 is 
valued at more than $20 mil- 
lion. He stressed the “more 
than,” indicating it is well 
above the previously released 
figure. 

— The thief, Kriangkrai 
Tech among, took the jewels 
from seven shelves in a room 
in foe palace after learning 
how to disarm the alarm sys- 


tem, and left behind the 
boxes in which they had been 
stored. 

— Kriangkrai also stole 
$500,000 and one million 
riyal (about $267,000) in cash 
from a safe, from which_he 
also took and destroyed 
documents. 

— The “curse” on the big 
Nue diamond, foe key piece 
stolen, extends to all foe jew- 
lery, not just the pendant. 

Mr. Khoja also reiterated 
that Kriangkrai told him he 
had acted alone and had sent 
most of the gems home via an 
international courier service. 

Kriangkrai was caught, but 
only 20 per cent of the gems 
were returned and much of 
what was given back was 
fake. 

Mr. Khoja noted Kriang- 
krai’s trial lasted only one 
day and he received a royal 
pardon after serving two 
years and seven months of a 
five-year sentence. 

“Who helped him?” he 
asked. 

Mr. Khoja ridiculed foe 
autopsy report that said the 
wife and son of a key suspect 
in the gems case had died in 
an auto accident. He said 
Darwadee and Seri Sri- 
nakhan were kidnapped by 
police and murdered. 

The Thai Medical Council 
on Friday said police forensic 
chief Tassana Suwanjutha 
had acted “dishonestly” 


when he ruled their deaths 
accidennal and had released 
incomplete autopsy results. 

One slide Mr. Khoja 
showed was of officials pos- 
ing before a plane sent to 
take the gems back to Riyadh 
in March 1990. He said foe 
items taken from the palace 
weighed 90 kilogrammes, and 
that the man bolding a box 
that allegedly contained all 
the gems did not appear to be 
holding that much weight. 

Asked who wound up with 
the big blue diamond, Mr. 
Khoja replied: “Many people 
in thte room know where foe 
blue diamond is.” 

Among foe guests at tbe 
dinner sponsored by the 
Foreign Correspondents 
Club of Thailand were Pratin 
Santiprabhob, who retired 
September 30 as police chief, 
and his predecessor, Sawasdi 
Amomvivat. 

Both men had been ac- 
cused in foe case but not 
charged. Mr. Khoja said he 
trusted both men, and that he 
believes Prime Minister 
Oman Leekpai is an honest 
man who is trying to end foe 
affair. 

Turning to the murders, 
Mr. Khoja said the three 
Saudi embassy employees 
gunned down Feb. 1, 1990, 
were killed because they had 
information about the mis- 
sing gems, as did business- 
man Mohammad A1 Ruwali, 


who disappeared Feb. 12, 
1990. 

Mr. Khoja said lieutenant 
Colonel Somltid Boontha- 
nom sent a team of police- 
men who stopped Ruwali's 
car and ordered him to come 
with them. He said the police 
took the Saudi to a .farm in 
eastern Thailand where they 
killed him and burned his 
■ body. 

He added that Mr. Sawas- 
di, who then was police chief, 
later admitted publicly that 
the police had killed Mr. 
Ruwali. 

Mr. Somltid subsequently 
“was promoted to colonel 
and made head of the 
(police) intelligence unit,” 
Mr. Khoja said. 

A fifth Saudi, Third Secret- 
ary Saiah A1 Malik, was mur- 
dered here Jan. 4,' 1990, be- 
fore the gems were recovered 
from Kriangkri. Mr. Khoja 
has not linked his death to 
. tbe missing jewelry, but in- 
sists that the case still be 
solved. 

Also, reports have tied the 
deaths of the officer who 
initially investigated the case 
and a police sergeant who 
reputedly killed- Darwadee 
and Seri Srinakhan to the 
missing jewelry. 

Seven policemen and a 
civilian are on trial in the 
gems case, and several others 
have been accused in that and 
the murder cases; 


Gaza antique collector offers precious booty to Arafat 


By Nejla Sammakia 

Agence France Presse 

DEIR AL BALAH — When 
he bribed workers to loot 
Israeli digs on the beach 
under coyer of night, Samir 
Abu Selim knew the day 
would come for the artefacts 
to furnish a Palestinian 
museum. 

Now, Mr. Abu Selim has 
offered Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat his 
ancient vessels, coins, and oil 
lamps, in addition to many 
more antiques that he 
bought, often at great ex- 
pense, over the past 30 years. 

In return all he wants is a 
museum, named after his late 
father. 

“I told Arafat our people 
must have a museum, they 


must learn about tbeir civi- 
lisation,” he said, proudly 
producing from a jewelry box 
a coin with the heads of 
Richard the Lion Heart and 
Saladdin, his favourite item. 

“I told him he was late. A 
museum and a knowledge of 
our history is even more im- 
portant than other depart- 
ments in the government.” 

Gaza, once a crossroads of 
great civilisations, is rich in 
historic vestiges whose value 
is generally unrecognised by 
its people. 

Deir AJ Balafa was a phar- 
aonic capital in the 16th cen- 
tury B.C., and Canaanite 
tombs were also found here. 
Gaza boasted important 
Mediterranean ports for the 
Byzantine Empire and suc- 
cessive cultures exploited the 


busy trade routes. 

Gazans who have found 
ancient riches in their back 
yards often sold them for 
pennies to Israelis and to 
people like Mr. Abu Selim. 

Ancient jars and bowls are 
used to prop up a shelf or 
decorate a living room. 

“It all began after Moshe 
Dayan visited our area, and 
searched the beach for re- 
mains,” said Mr. Abu Selim, 
referring to the Israeli de- 
fence minister during the 
1967 Middle East war when 
Israeli occupied Gaza and the 
West Bank. 

An avid and unscrupulous 
collector, Dayan encouraged 
unofficial digs and bought 
from residents for his private 
enjoyment — some' of the 
finest sarcophagi in the Israel 
museum came from Dayan’s 


excavations in Deir A1 Balah. 

Until then, Gaza under 
Egyptian administration, was 
largely unexploited. 

“The Arabs found it very 
resourceful to excavate and 
sell to Israelis who paid good 
money,” said Yaakov 
Meshorer, archaeology pro- 
fessor at Jerusalem’s Hebrew 
University. 

“Dayan as a collector was 
ready to pay. As far as I knew 
there were no collectors like 
this among tbe Palestinians, 
they were dealers, not collec- 
tors,” he said. 

Except for Mr. Abu Selim, 
who buried his treasure away 
from the eyes of Israeli offi- 
cials — or other Palestinians. 

“At night, I used to go out 
with my workers and search 
foe Israeli digs. I even used to 
give a tittle something to the 


Arabs working with the 
Israelis to help us, to pass on 
to me whatever they could 
lay their hands on.” 

A high school graduate and 
son of one of Deir A1 Balah ’s 
largest landowners, Mr. Abu 
Selim, 51, always had enough 
men working his fields to give 
a hand — and money to buy 
old pieces. 

“I would encourage Abu 
Selim to buy,” said Salim A! 
Mu bayed, a geography pro- 
fessor and archaeology scho- 
lar. He registered Mr. Abu 
Selim’s important pieces with 
a view to a future museum. • 

“I would refer dealers to 
him, to keep the remains 
here, to prevent a drain of 
our culture. We had no way 
to control traders but r 
trusted Abu Selim.” 

Much of the collection is 


now on private display in a 
room at his sprawling villa a 
few miles away from the 
beach where layers of history 
were excavated. 

Scores of Roman, Byzan- 
tine and Islamic oil lamps. 
Pharaonic statuettes and day 
vessels dutter a shelf. A huge 
Greek urn stands in the cen- 
tre of the room, surrounded 
by jars and marble basins. 

Mr. Abu Selim envisions a 
museum built in his home 
town with profits going to 
improving 'the area's living 
standards. 

Deir A3 Balah, once a 
thriving market place, is to- 
day home to more than 
50,000 refugees who settled 
here after, the creation of 
Israel in 1948. Many live in 
squalid, overcrowded camps. 


Chaotic Kabul faces 
disastrous winter 


ISLAMABAD (R) — The 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) plans 
to fly emergency medical sup- 
plies into Kabul within a 
week, but says a terrible win- 
ter awaits the city unless fac- 
tional fighting stops and 
roads reopen. 

“We will in the near future 
make a modest airlift to north 
and south Kabul to refurbish 
medical stocks which are near 
zero,” Peter Stocker, ICRC 
head of delegation for Afgha- 
nistan, told Reuters by satel- 
lite telephone from the 
Afghan capital. 

“But an airlift cannot re- 
spond seriously to foe size of 
the needs,” he said, adding 
that relief agencies had been 
unable to get warring factions 
to guarantee safe passage for 
road convoys. 

“It's a very precarious 


weeks of fighting have de- 
finitely been the worst since 
tbe beginning of the year. It’s 
been hell for tbe west of foe 
dty,” be said. 

Battles between Shiite 
MbsHzb factions, one backed 
by President Burhanuddin 
Rabbam and foe other sup- 
ported by his rivals. Prime 
Minister Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar and General Abdul 
Rashid Dostum, erupted in 
mid-September, devastating 
parts of Kabul that had pre- 
viously been relatively un- 
scatb. 

Mr. Stocker said 600 to 800 
people bad been killed and 
17,000 people wounded', 
mostly civilians, in the fight- 
ing, which hit districts 
crowded with previously dis- 
placed people. 

“The civilian population is 


living in terror,” he said, 
^grafting a rocket attack that 
killed 20 to 40 people at a 
wedding and another in 
winch several medical s in- 
dents died. 

“Tbe city is divided and 
most people in foe southern 
part are unable to reach the 
Kaxte Se hospital,” he said. 
Tbe hospital is run by the 

ICRC . . . . 

Surgical facilities in the 
southern suburbs had been 
reinforced, but seriously 
wounded people bad to travel 
to Jalalabad, 125 kilometres 
to tbe east, for p roper treat- 
ment. 

Half of the 700,000 to 800,000 people 
still living in Kabul have 
shifted from their original 
homes and some have fled 
three times to escape the 
fighting. Many are dependent 
on the increasingly fragile 




“We want to resume con- 
voys and assist 100,000 iden- 
tified people in a city where 
everyone is under very much 
stress,” Mr. Stocker said, cit- 
ing shortages of food, fuel 
and medicine. 

He said prices had mote 
than doubled in recent 
months and economic condi- 
tions were dire. “The whole 
town is looking with horror at 
survival for winter,” be said? 

The ICRC said eight days 
ago that tbe belligerents had 
ignored its ceasefire appeal, 
“showing total indifference 
to the fete of the city’s most 
vulnerable inhabitants.” 

Factional fighting has kil- 
led more than 12,(X)0 people 
in Kabul since guerrillas 
swept into foe dty after the 
fell of a communist govern- 
ment in April 1992. 





Qadhafi vows no recognition of Israel 

TUNIS (R) — Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi, slam- 
ming Arab states’ moves toward normalisation of ties with 
Israel, vowed not to recognise the Jewish state, the official 
Libyan news agency JANA reported. “Libya is not 
preparing itself for recognition (of Israel), nor to lose Arab 
lands, nor to yield,” Colonel Qadhafi said in a speech on 
Thursday quoted by JANA. "What' is the logic of those. 
(Arab states) who recognised the Israelis? Has Palestine 1 
been freed? Have the Palestinian people returned home? 
Has Jerusalem been returned?” Col. Qadhafi said. Moroc- 
co and Tunisia have decided to establish low-level ties with 
Israel with the aim of normalising relations. Jordan is 
negotiating a peace treaty with Israel and Arab Gulf states 
have agreed to remove the boycott of companies doing 
business with Israel. 

a 

Philippines, Iran sign bilateral agreement 

MANILA (AP) — The Philippines and Iran have signed a 
bilateral agreement to improve relations between foe two 
countries, foe Philippine Foreign Affairs Office announced 
Friday. Philippine Foreign Affairs Secretary Roberto 
Romulo and Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
signed the agreement Oct. 5 in New York, according to the 
announcement. “This is a new beginning in Phitippine- 
Iranian relations,” said Mr. Romulo in a statement. “We 
are glad to see Iran giving more attention to the South East 
Asian region.” Under foe agreement, the two countries 
will set up joint commission at ministerial level in the areas 
of economics, agriculture and fishery, mining and industry, 
trade, energy and petrochemicals, science and technology, 
sports and drug control. 

■ m 

Pro-Israeli militia chief wounded in Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (R) — Guerrilla bombs wound- 
ed a top commander of Israel's South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia and killed two militiamen and two civilians, 
security sources said on Thursday. A bomb in the 
Israeli-controlled southern town of Bint Jbeil wounded Aql 
Hashem, foe SLA military commander of foe western 
sector of Israel's border occupation zone, the source said. 
It also killed two civilians and wounded five, they said. The 
extent of Mr. Hashera’s injuries was not immediately 
known. The bombing was the latest in a series of 
assassination attempts by Lebanese guerrillas on a hated 
group of senior SLA officers. Mr. Hashem, a Shiite 
mushm, is one of the best-known and most hated members 
of foe pro-Israeli force. A second bomb on a country road 
in foe occupation zone killed two SLA militia men, the 
sources said. A spokesman for Shi'ite Muslim Hizbotlah 

(Party of God) in Beirut claimed responsibility for both 
attacks. 
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lfe30 Paris, Damascus (AF 

23:25 * Amsterdam fKL 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


95M Beirut (RJ] 

9ftM Aqaba (RJ) 

11:30 Amsterdam, New Yorfc (RJ] 

11:35 Paris (RJ) 

11:55 Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

I2M ....... Amsterdam (add) (RJj 

12:15 Brussels (RJ] 

1^=45 — Cairo (RJ] 

UsSS Loitdoa(RJ 

1WS Bahrain, Doha (RJi 

- LanmchiRJ] 

20J0 Jeddah (RJ] 

2fc45 Damascus (RJ] 

21=30 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ] 

Other Flight* (Terminal 2) 
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D* 
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Banana (Mukammar) ton 
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•• 

Grapes (Hiiwanij .95(y £qq 

550 / 360 


170/ 100 


P^«fhot).. 300/200 

Pe|*tcr (sweet) 300/200 

320/220 

s£S”” tc Mg' a 0 

Tomato ! " — 

SE 140 

Watermelon 200/ 120 
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/./ i ni ; Kingdom calls for world effort 
. " in advancing ‘peace education’ 




GENEVA (Petra) — Jor- 
dan’s permanent representa- 
tive to the United Nations’ 
European headquarters here, 
Fawwaz Sharaf, on Friday 
stressed the importance of 
international cooperation in 
advancing “peace educa- 
tion”, which seeks to en- 
hance principles of human 
rights, democracy and inter- 
national understanding and 
cooperation. 

Addressing the 44th ses- 
sion of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
; ESCO) international educa- 
tion conference. Dr. Sharaf 
said tiie world faces great 
challenges as it approaches 
the 21st century. These chal- 
lenges stem from social and 
educational systems, he said. 

To face up to them, the 
international community 
needs to develop its educa- 
tional and cultural policies to 
'''lesfxnid to the requirements 
of the new era.” 

Educational policies, said 
I^ Jiharaf, should seek to 
“ achieve human development, 
-—enhance self-identity, respect 


for human rights and peoples 
participation. 

He added that education 
should also help develop new 
values capable of achieving a 
balance between spiritual and 
material values, and fostering 
principles of tolerance and 
better understandine among 
peoples. 6 

Educational policies 
should aim strengthen the 
humanitarian, global and 
democratic dimensions of 
culture and should encourage 
dialogue and interaction 
among nations, he said. 

Dr. Sharaf noted that the 
Jordanian society is under- 
going a process of social and 
cultural change, aimed at 
strengthening institutional 
systems, and enhancing prin- 
ciples of justice and public 
participation in human de- 
velopment efforts. 

He said the Jor dani an Con- 
stitution has ensured equality 
in rights and duties, as well as 
in job opportunities and 
education, and secured basic 
freedom, including freedom 
of opinion, thought and be- 
lief. 
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Jordan, PLO to discuss 
overland mail service 
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Radiologists to review 


INSPECTING PROCEDURES: Interior 
Minister Salameh Hammad Friday in- 
spects crossing procedures at King Hus- 
sein Bridge at the Jordan River. Mr. 
Hammad said his visit to the bridge was 
part of the government’s efforts to facili- 
tate travel procedures to and from the 


West Bank. He explained that foreigners 
wishing to cross to the West B ank no 
longer need to obtain a special permit 
from the Ministry of Interior, but can 
proceed directly to the bridge, where they 
can obtain the required travel permit 
(Petra photo) 


By Cathy King 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — One of the 
issues to be discussed dur- 
ing talks between Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Jordanian offi- 
cials to be held this week in 
Amman is the introduction 
of an overland mail service 
between Jordan and the 
occupied territories. Minis- 
ter of Communications 
Hashem Dabbas told the 
Jordan Times Friday. 

Mr. Dabbas would not 
say if the Jordanian plan 
had been completed or 
when it was likely to be 
implemented. 

“No agreement has been 
reached yet. The discus- 
sions are still going ahead 
and will be continued when 
the PLO delegation arrives 
here this week," Mr. Dab- 
bas said. 

“We have a lot of work 
to do with the authorities 
before we implement a ser- 
vice ... if all parties in- 
volved come to an agree- 
ment, it will not be difficult 


(to activate},” he told the 
Jordan Times. 

The minister noted that 
postal communications 
must first be arranged with 
the Palestine National Au- 
thority (FNA) before any 
decisions are made regard- 
ing the occupied territories, 
he said. 

He hopes that Monday’s 
meeting with PLO officials 
will clarify issues. 

While there is still Israeli 
physical presence in the 
areas currently undergoing 
the transition to Palestinian 
self-rule, Israeli approval 
of a postal service will also 
be required. 

Mr. Dabbas said that the 
introduction of a 
Jordanian -Israeli mail ser- 
vice would be debated by 
all committees involved in 
the realisation of principles 
set down in the Washington 
Declaration signed by His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin on July 25. 

Direct telecommunica- 
tion links between Jordan 
and the Jewish sure were 


opened on Aug. 8 fulfilling 
recommendations of the 
declaration. 

It was originally sup- 
posed by Jordanian offi- 
cials that direct telecom- 
munication links would in- 
clude a postal service as 
well. But the agreement in 
August stopped short of 
coordinating a trilateral 
mail operation and only 
telephone lines were 
opened. 

Jordanian peace talks de- 
legation- spokesman Mar- 
wan Muasher said last 
week that Joidanian-lsraeli 
bilateral negotiations held 
here did not refer to a 
Jordanian postal link. 

“We have not discussed 
the issue with Israel yet,” 
he said. 

Sources told the Jordan 
Times that the Jordanian 
plan for an overland postal 
service with Palestinian ter- 
ritories has been completed 
and submitted to the 
Cabinet. 

Following Cabinet 
approval of the plan, PNA 
acceptance is required. 
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By Rima Cortbawi 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

.AMMAN — The third scien- 
tific meeting of the Jordanian 
Radiological Society, to be 
held Oct. 10-14 at the King 
Hussein Medical Centre, 
“marks another sure step to- 
wards maintaining high stan- 
dards in radiology,” said 
Kama] Shalan, president of 
the society. 

Since its discovery in 1895 
by William Conrad Roent- 
gen, radiology has revolutio- 
nised medicine. 

This German physicist first 
observed the effect of an 
unknown radiation that he 
later called X-rays while con- 
ducting a laboratory experi- 
ment, according to Dr. Sha- 
lan. This sheer coincidence 
led to the science of X-rays 
(called roentgenology) which 
has contributed tremendous- 
ly to medical technology. 

. Nowadays, .radiology -em- 
ploys the use of X-rays, gam- 
ma rays, ultrasound and 
magnetic resonance in di- 
agnostic imaging. 

“Although this special field 
of medicine does not get 
enough recognition, most 
other fields rely primarily on 
radiology for diagnosis be- 
fore appropriate treatment 
'can be followed,” said Dr. 
Shalan. 

Imaging is needed to detect 
fractures, cancer, infections, 
diseases, dislocations, 
atrophies, tumours, traumas 
and developmental abnorma- 
lities, according to Dr. Sha- 
lan. 

As well as imaging all the 
bones of the body, X-rays are 
used in imaging soft tissues, 
obtaining coloured (by con- 
trast) investigations of the 
body organs like kidneys, sto- 
mach, intestines, veins and 
arteries. “Also, compute- 
rised tomography (C.T.) — ' 
utilising X-rays, since its de- 
velopment in the mid-70s, 
presented a major milestone 
m diagnostic medicine as it 
enabled radiologists to view 
the inside of the human brain 
and all other body organs,” 
said Dr. Shalan. 

Unlike X-ray applications, 
the use of gamma rays in 


nuclear medicine involves in- 
ternal irradiation of the hu- 
man body target tissues by 
injection of a certain radioac- 
tive material. “Detection of 
the emitted radiation is then 
employed to picture the in- 
ternal body parts,” said Dr. 
Shalan. 

Having flourished mainly 
in the 60s, this method was 
mostly used to test the proper 
functioning of body organs, 
according to Dr. Shalan. 

Ultrasonics are basically 
utilised for studying abdo- 
minal organs and the brain, 
but not bones. 

“Being so far considered 
safe, ultrasound employment 
in obstetrics is favourable be- 
cause it is not a form of 
radiation, and on this basis, 
unlikely to cause any related 
harm to body tissues,” said 
Dr. Shalan. 

However, high resolution 
imaging is best obtained by 
using magnetic resonance 
(MR) which surpasses all 
other methods for viewing 
the brain spine, in addition to 
its use in imaging all other 
■body organs, according to 
Dr. Shalan. 

The first qualified 
radiologist in Jordan was 
Ahmad Abu Koura, who, 
according to Dr. Shalan, spe- 
cialised in the U.K. during 
the late 40s. “And since then, 
this discipline has been very 
successful in catching up with 
and following up on recent 
developments abroad,” said 
Dr. Shalan. 

C.T. machines were 
brought to the country 
around 1976, and modern 
MR imaging machines are 
available in several medical 
institutions such as the King 
Hussein Medical Centre, the 
Islamic Hospital and Al 
Khaldi Hospital. 

During the conference, 
seven lectures from the U.S., 
the U.K. and Sweden will 
discuss modem advances in 
radiological technology and 
diagnostic imaging. “Recent 
valuable medical information 
will be shared by experts in 
their fields. This is vital for 
ensuring high standards of 
medical facilities in the coun- 
try,” Dr. Shalan concluded. 


HUDD delegation 
leaves to Abu Dhabi 


. AMMAN (J.T.)-- A delega- 
tion, led by Housing and 
Urban Development Depart- 
ment (HUDD) Director 
^ Yousef Hryasat. left for Abu 
Uhabi Friday evening to take 
- — ™ a preparatory meeting 

^ * United Nations Habitat 
n conference to take place in 

_ ; 1996 . • • 

.T *=***, =• . The delegation will present 


^ ^ i »**•* 

’ a a working paper dealing with 

* decentralisation and the role 
of municipalities in local gov- 
eminent, Mr. Hryasat told 
- ■*' tiie Jordan Times earlier Fri- 

day. 

The Abu Dhabi meeting 
which is attended by Arab 
delegations is the second 

~ P re P arator y meeting 

' - ;9 r . the Habitat conference 

_ . - ■ • whidi is scheduled to be held 

111 Turkey, he said. 

The first was held last 
March. Another preparatory 
meeting was held at the inter- 
national level in Geneva last 

* -> April, according to Mr. 
__ ™yasat 

At the five-day Abu Dhabi 
went, opening Sunday, the 
Arab delegations arc ex- 
peaed to seek a collective 
sfcud to be adopted at the 
iurkey conference concem- 
'og bousing, sustainable de- 
Ve lopment and the environ- 


ment, said the HUDD direc- 
tor. 

He said that in Turkey, 
participants will discuss Habi- 
tat issues of the next two 
decades in view of the recent 
reports on the miserable 
bousing situation worldwide. 

He added that reports have 
indicated that more than a 
billion people in the world 
lack proper housing, more 
than 100 million have no shel- 
ter whatsoever and most 
cities of the world suffer from 
population inflation compound- 
ed by poor municipal and 

other basic sendees. 

Mr. Hiyasafs departure to 
the Abu Dhabi meeting coin- 
cided with the announcement 
by HUDD plans to carry out 
the second phase of the Abu 
Nuseir bousing estate for 
government employees. 

The announcement said 
that 400 dunums of land will 
be utilised to build the units 

adding that HUDD will build 
infrastructure as well as social 
services and community cen- 
tre buildings at a total cost of 
JD 1 million. 

HUDD said that after 

completion of the infrastruc- 
ture, jand will be offered for 
S ale to government em- 
ployees to build homes. 


to explore Jordanian market 


freedom of thought, independence 


Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Pakistani 
trade delegation arrived in 
Amman Friday to meet 
with private sector indus- 
trialists and investors. 

The group is scheduled 
to meet with the Chamber 
of Industry, Chamber of 
Commerce, Jordan Export 
and Development Cor- 
poration and the invest- 
ment board. 

Pakistan wants to ex- 
amine the Jordanian mar- 
ket for the possibilities of 
exporting non-traditiona! 
products to the Kingdom, 
said Shawkat Mukaddam, 
first secretary of the Pakis- 
tan embassy here. 

Pakistan's exports to Jor- 
dan consist mainly of rice, 
textiles;' industrial " oils, 
sugar and sugar by- 
products as well as leather 
goods. Its annual volume of 


trade with Jordan is appro- 
ximately $12 million. 

According to Mr. 
Mukaddam, Pakistani sta- 
tistics show that exports 
from the country that land- 
ed at Aqaba during 1993 
were worth $63 million, in- 
cluding transshipments to 
neighbouring countries. 

Pakistan also wishes to 
increase bilateral trade 
with Jordan, said Mr. 
Mukaddam, who noted the 
Kingdom’s increasing re- 
gional importance in the 
wake of the progress made 
in the almost three-year- 
old Arab-lsraeli peace pro- 
cess. 

“This region is going to 
be economically prosper- 
ous,” Mr. Mukaddam said. 
“So we wish to establish an 
ongoing process that will, 
lead to greater trade and' 
investment.” 

The delegates will be in 
Amman from October 7-11 


to meet any interested 
Jordanian businessmen. 

Jordanian-Pakistani eco- 
nomic ties were given a 
boost in July this year when 
the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company (JPMC) 
and the Faoji Company of 
Pakistan finalised an 
accord under which the 
JPMC would supply phos- 
phoric acid to a $370 mil- 
lion Faoji fertiliser plant in 
Pakistan. 

The JPMC is a minority 
shareholder in the venture, 
which will produce 445,000 
tonnes of diamonium phos- 
phate and 550,000 tonnes 
of area every year. 

It was the most signifi- 
cant agreement signed be- 
tween Pakistan and Jordan, 
which enjoy traditionally 
strong political relations 
but have little to show in 
the way of close economic 
interaction. 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Youth inde- 
pendence and liberal 
thoughts rather than depend- 
ing on their families or tribes 
are what participants to the 
“Youth and the Family” con- 
ference called for upon its 
conclusion here Friday. 

About 100 participants of a 
two-day conference orga- 
nised by the Young Christian 
Women’s Association 
(YWCA) in cooperation with 
the United Nation’s Chil- 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) on 
foe 25fo anniversary of foe 
establishment of the youth 
association at the YWCA and 
the marking of the U.N. Year 
of the Family. 

Participants presented a 
list of recommendations that 
acknowledged foe import- 
ance of the youth sector in 
the community since “they 
represent half the popula- 


International book fair draws controversy 
over re j ection of third world publisher 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Fourth 
Amman International 
Book Fair came to a con- 
clusion on Friday but not 
without drawing a con- 
troversy sparked by the 
organisers' refusal to allow 
a third world publisher to 
put its books on display. 

The third world pub- 
lisher, who sent over 150 
original titles to Jordan 
hoping to put them on dis- 
play, complained that the 
j organisers paid little atten- 
tion to the nature of foe 
books and appeared to 
have applied a law on origi- 
nality to ban them 
altogether from foe event. 

Al least one Jordanian 
publisher and bookshop 
owner said it was not the 
first time that foreign pub- 
lications were rejected 
from the exhibition on the 
ground that they were not 
original works. 

“But the actual reason is 
something else,” said the 
publisher, who declined to 
be identified. “Many third 
world countries, India 
prominent among them, 
offer excellent books on 
science and technology at 
one- fifth or one-sixth of the 
cost of similar books from 
foe U.S. and Europe.” 

As such, he explained, 
agents of similar European 
and American books make 
it a point to try to exclude 
the third world publications 
from the exhibition to 
avoid a race that they could 


not hope to win. 

Ghazi Saadi, president of 
the Union of Jordanian 
Publishers which organised 
the event under the 
umbrella of foe Ministry of 
Culture, said exhibition 
regulations prohibited 
“similar books printed in 
two different places and 
different publishers” to be 
put on display. 

“We turned down ap- 
plications from publishers 
for entry into foe exhibition 
because they were not 
offering original books.” 
Mr. Saadi told the Jordan 
Times. 

That is understandable, 
said P.N. Kala, marketing 
manager of UBS Pub- 
lishers’ Distributors Li- 
mited of New Delhi, one of 
foe biggest publishers in 
India. “We have reprinting 
agreements with many 
worldwide publishers 
under which we prim and 
distribute many interna- 
tional titles within India.” 

The only condition 
attached to such arrange- 
ments, Mr. Kala explained, 
is that foe reprinted, cheap- 
er 1 ersions are not sent out 
of India, which ranks as foe 
world’s third largest pub- 
lisher of books after foe 
United States and Britain. 

UBS Publishers came 
and displayed its books in 
Amman several times in 
foe late 80s. “In one or two 
instances. less than five per 
cent of the books that we 
displayed were from foe 
reprint category, but we 
made it a point not to 


include similar books any- 
more in any international 
fairs," Mr. Kala told foe 
Jordan Times. 

This year, UBS sent 
three copies each of 150 
titles to be displayed at the 
exhibition at the stall of its 
agents after being told ear- 
lier that UBS was not per- 
mitted to exhibition space 
on its own. 

“We were told at the last 
minute that our agents 
were also not allowed to 
put those books on display 
on grounds that they were 
not original,” said Mr. 
Kala, who insisted that 
none of the titles was a 
reprint or copy of foreign 
publications. 

“We took pains to ensure 
that every one of them was 
an original work of an Indi- 
an author.” said Mr. Kala. 
“There is no dearth of Indi- 
an writers on technology 
and science and we do not 
have to depend on foreign 
writers to produce books 
that sell.” 

Mr. Kala said a close 
look at foe list of foe 150 
tides that UBS sent to Am- 
man. now available with 
foe publisher’s agents here, 
“will prove that they are all 
original works from Indian 
authors.” 

Ministry of Culture 
Under-Secretaiy Moham- 
mad Amaireh said the 
ministry had little to do 
with the technicalities of 
the exhibition and referred 
all questions to the Union 
of Jordanian Publishers. 

After a lapse of many 


years, Jordanian author- 
ities have started applying 
the most stringent copyr- 
ight and publishing laws 
and regulations. The King- 
dom has such laws dating 
back to the 50s. and was 
one of the first Middle 
Eastern countries to have 
them. 

But those laws appear to 
have little to with the con- 
troversy over this year’s 
book fair. 

In a nutshell, foe prob- 
lem is simple, according to 
the Jordanian publisher. 
He cited an example: An 
original Indian book on 
physics is as good as an 
American or British one if 
not better, but is priced at 
say JD 2 compared with 
JD 15 or JD 2Q for its 
American or British coun- 
terpart. 

“Not all university stu- 
dents can afford to buy foe 
expensive textbooks that 
their teachers recom- 
mend,” noted the pub- 
lisher. “They go for foe 
cheaper ones that are avail- 
able from India and several 
other countries." 

“While local agents of 
American and British pub- 
lishers cannot do anything 
about that, they can de- 
finitely do something at the 
exhibition here, ana that’s 
what they did," said the 
publisher. “The rule of ori- 
ginality was applied across 
foe board, with little atten- 
tion paid to find out 
whether the books were 
original works, reprints or 
copies.” 


tion,” and that youth should 
be free to express their 
thoughts and opinions so that 
“they can deal with their own 
problems and what they 
might face, wisely and logi- 
cally, hence, not forgetting at 
foe same time their culture 
and traditions.” 

They also called on the 
media and educational in- 
stitutions to play an effective 
role in increasing parents' 
awareness of foe importance 
of youth participation in deci- 
sion making in foe home, and 
support them in depending 
on themselves. 

The list of recommenda- 
tions also called on youth 
institutions to focus on learn- 
ing better ways to communi- 
cate with the younger genera- 
tion and absorb their needs 
and demands and respect 
them. 

Equality among youth is 
also important, the paper 
said, and there should be no 
discrimination between males 
and females, rich and poor, 
and institutions should in- 
crease their attention in foe 
poor and rural areas. 

Participants, who repre- 
sented governmental and 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions. clubs, youth associa- 
tions, university professors 
and sociologists, also stressed 
tbe role of the non- 
governmental organisations 


and the volunteer societies in 
helping the youth make use 
of their energy properly to 
benefit their society. 

They also recommended 
contacting international orga- 
nisations responsible for 
offering financial and tech- 
nical support and asking 
them for assistance for the 
youth organisations in Jor- 
dan. 

They saw a necessity in 
contacting international 
youth organisations to ex- 
change experience and learn 
other ways to tackle youth 
issues and problems. 

Finally, the participants 
stressed wbat Her Royal 
Highness Princess Rabma 
had called for in her opening 
speech to the conference 
Thursday, that is foe import- 
ance of linking youth ana foe 
family in accordance with 
“our Arab family’s traditions 
and habits." 

“Family unity is important, 
and we need to protect it no 
matter how much our society 
has advanced," said Princess 
Rahma, who deputised for 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. 

The participants’ list of re- 
commendations will be final- 
ised by a committee 
appointed during the confer- 
ence, and a follow up com- 
mittee will study the paper. 


Dutch doctors mix work, 
tourism on recent visit 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


•it Exhibition of abstract art by Rafi’ Nasiri at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition of abstract art by Amer Fatuhi at Institute 
Cervantes (Spanish Cultural Centre) tTel. 610858). 

* Exhibition of abstract art by Afi Al Mi’mar at the OrfaB 
Art Gallery, Umm ijtheina (Tel. 826932). 

"fr Exhibition of watercolours by Vla dimir Taman at Daral 

Al Ftrnun, Jabal Luwetfxteh (Tel. 643251/2). 

* Oriental pieces exhibition at Gallery Mariam (Tel. 


☆ Fourth Amman International Book Exhibition at the 
International Exhibition Centre, University Road (Tel. 
650601). 

•Cr Exhibition of paintings by Dia Azzawi at Ab’ad Art 


☆ Exhibition of paintings by Dia Azzawi at Ab’ad Art 
Gallery iTd. 862105). 

ir Exhibition of oil p ainting s by kamal Boullata entitled 
“Duets, Quartets, and a Triangle” at Darat Al Finum of 
the Abdul Hamrrd Shoman Foundation in Jabal Lnweib- 
deh. Also showing “permanent exhibition of 56 Arab 
contemporary artists (Tel. 643251/2). 

☆ “The Diness Exhibit” — beginnings of photography in 
Jerusalem and tbe Holy Land at the American Center 
exhibition hall, Abdoun. 


By Rima Cortbawi 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Having ter- 
minated their one-week 
visit to Jordan, a group of 
50 Dutch physicians, 
accompanied by their 
spouses, leave foe’ country 
today “after being intro- 
duced to both medical in- 
stitutions and touristic 
rites.” said Raouf Abu Ja- 
ber, honorary consul of foe 
Netherlands in Jordan. 

Organised by a small 
foundation known as 
START, established four 
years ago in eastern Hol- 
land, the visit “had medic- 
al , cultural and touristic 
value," said Rob Van der 
Sijde, a practising gynaeco- 
logist at the SMT Hospital 
in Holland. 

Dr. Van der Sijde is also 
one of the four organisers 
of START travel group and 
one of the 20 specialists 
who joined foe 30 general 
practitioners (GPs) for a 
series of training courses in 
Amman throughout last 
week. 

“STARTs main objec- 
tives are to strengthen ties 
and build friendly and pro- 
fessional relationships be- 
| tween GPs and specialists 
I as well as get practitioners 
acquainted with countries 
of interesting historical 
j backgrounds.” said Dr. 
Van der Sijde. 

This trip is one of four 
yearly visits teat so far in- 
cluded Egypt, Turkey and 
Morocco: “The GPs have 
been to all these countries 
for their training courses, 
but specialists base their 
decision to join on the na- 
ture of the courses and foe 
destination of travel," Dr. 

Van der Sijde explained. 

This year the courses in- 
volved surgery, intestinal 

disorders, urinal problems. 


cardiology, antibiotics, 
gynaecology, communica- 
tion between GPs and spe- 
cialists and legal medicine. 

“In between professional 
meetings, we had the 
opportunity to visit medical 
institutions, and our trip 
also included the Dead 
Sea, Jerash and Petra," 
said Dr. Van der Sijde. 

The group Monday vi- 
sited the Jordan University 
Hospital and King Hussein 
Medical Centre (KHMQ. 

“They are two totally 
different medical institu- 
tions. Jordan University 
Hospital is a random 
normal-standard hospital 
with average facilities, but I 
was extremely impressed 
with K.H.M.C," said Mr. 
Van der Sijde, adding that 
he particularly admiral foe 
“remarkable” efficiency of 
the hospital staff. 

The Dutch practitioners 
met with Jordanian special- 
ists. “Hopefully interaction 
between us will be main- 
tained by consistent follow- 
up so that medical benefits 
could be shared," said Ber- 
nard Van Driel, general 
surgeon at the SMT hospit- 
al. 

The Dutch group said 
they chose to visit Jordan 
this' year because of its rich 
historical and cultural 
background. 

“Jordan has witnessed a 
range of extremely interest- 
ing cultures since 4000 B.C. 
It is foe cradle of our 
Christianity. It is under the 
wise leadership of a King 
who has managed to keep 
this Middle Eastern coun- 
try stable from a political 
viewpoint for over 40 years 
and is currently trying to 
secure regional peace. And 
as far as medicine is con- 
cerned, I think that health 
care here is very healthy," 

said Dr. Van Driel. 
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Azeri president appoints new premier Rwandan 


BAKU (R) — Azerbaijani 
President Haydar Aliyev Fri- 
day appointed Faud Guliyev 
to be acting prime minister of 
tbe former Soviet republic, a 
presidential decree said. 

Mr. Guliyev, currently first 
deputy premier, will succeed 
Suret Huseinov. who was 
sacked Thursday after Mr. 
Aliyev accused him of taking 
part in a coup attempt in the 
northwestern city of Gyand- 
zha 'Tuesday. 

The Azerbaijani parlia- 
ment voted to confirm the 
dismissal of Mr. Huseinov. 

Thursday’s late night vote 
appeared to give Mr. Aliyev 
a decisive advantage over 1 
Mr- Huseinov, his only se- 
rious rival for power a year 
after the two men took con- 
trol of the country. 

A special session of the 
Mini Mejlis, or inner parlia- 
ment voted 31 to one with 
eight abstentions to approve 
Mr. Aliyev's decision to sack 
Mr. Huseinov and banish him 
from the Mejlis itself. Twleve 
deputies did not attend the 
session. 

Mr. Huseinov left the 
chamber after the vote and 
toid reporters he was not 
planning radical action. 


“I do not consider myself 
guilty. This is an act against 
me and notning else,” hes 
aid. “I believe I can find the 
truth about who is behind 
this.” 

The Mini Mejlis was due to 
continue the debate Friday 
evening. Mr. Aliyev had not 
been present. 

Mr. Aliyev dismissed Mr. 
Huseinov at a top-ievel meet- 
ing earlier Thursday where 
participants accused the pre- 
mier of staging an attempted 
uprising by rebel troops in 
Azerbaijan’s second city. 

Parliamentary Speaker 
Rasul Guliyev told deputies 
Mr. Huseinov should be 
sacked for “complicity in an 
attempted state coup, for not 
submitting to the demands of 
president and for serious 
violations committed in his 
work.” 

But Mr. Huseinov told de- 
puties he had nothing to do 
with the uprising in Gyandza 
— his power base — and took 
the opportunity to strike back 
at Mir. Guliyev. 

“I didn't have information 
about what was happening,” 
be said. “I know there were 
.provocative forces at work 
during the events and among 


them was Rasul Guliyev.” 

Government forces put 
down the rebellion for the 
cost of three troops killed, 
officials said. The turmoil 
erupted a scant two weeks 
after tbe signature of a $7 
billion deal with Western 
firms to develop its Caspian 
Sea oilfields. 

Mr. Huseinov, still a mem- 
ber of the expanded parlia- 
ment, vowed to stay m poli- 
tics. He also called for a 
commission to investigate ex- 
actly what had happened in 
Gyandza. 

Mr. Aliyev made a tele- 
vised address to the nation 
Wednesday urging Azeris to 
gather by the presidential 
palace to support him in the 
face of an “attempted coup." 

He said “dark forces” 
backed by pro-Huseinov 
troop shad seized the airport 
and other strategic buildings 
in Gyandza. 

Mr. Aliyev, a former mem- 
ber of tbe Soviet Communist 
Party politburo and an ex- 
KGB general, earlier in the 
week used a two-day standoff 
elite OPON police troops led 
by the deputy interipr minis- 
ter to proclaim a state of 
emergency. 


Former King turned back from Romania 


BUCHAREST (AFP) — 
Romanian authorities Friday 
barred former King Michael 
from entering the country af- 
ter he flew in on a regular Air 
France flight from Paris, wit- 
nesses said. 

The former monarch had 
been planning to ask for an 
entry visa on arrival but was 
not authorised to enter the 
airport terminal. After being 
allowed off the return flight 
■to Paris, be was taken by bus 
to a Romanian plane' but 
refused to board, an airport 
employee said. 

King Michael of Romania 
then re-embarked on the Air 
Francs plane, which later 
took off behind schedule. 

An opposition MP, one of 
about 1,000 people waiting at 
the airport to greet the de- 
posed monarch, was given 
permission to shake his hand 
at the foot of the plane. 

Authorities earlier said the 
deposed monarch would be 
turned back on his arrival as 
be did not have an entry visa 
and his visit was considered 
“inopportune.” be had 
hoped to be allowed to stay 
several days to take part in a 
symposium of historians on 
lus role at the end of World 
War H. 

Supporters massing at 
Bucharest’s Otopeni Airport 
greeted the former monarch 
and his wife Ana of Bourbon- 
Parma with flowers, banners 
and' pictures of the deposed 
kind, and shouting pro- 
monarchy slogans. Opposi- 
tion- MPs could also be seen 
among the crowd. 


Security was tight around 
Otopeni where his plane 
touched down at 2:15 p.m. 
(1215 GMT). 

Three anti-riot police cars 
were parked outside the air- 
port and police were de- 
ployed inside and near the 
airport. 

The 72-year-old former 
monarch, who was deprived 
of his Romanian nationality 
by the Communists in 1948, 
currently holds a British pass- 
port, for which there is 
theoretically no visa require- 
ment to enter Romania. 

The king featured on the 
front page of most newspap- 
ers in Bucharest Friday, 
many of which believed it 
likely that he would be 
allowed to visit despite the 
government’s opposition. 

However Romanian Tele- 
vision, whose director is the 
former head of the govern- 
ment information depart- 
ment, did not carry a word on 
the planned visit. 

Tbe former monarch, who 
was invited to address tbe 
symposium by figures in the 
Romanian opposition, told 
AFP in an interview at the 
weekend that be intended to 
enter his country “holding his 
head high.” 

The ex-king has only been 
allowed to visit his country 
once since tbe fall of the 
hardline Communist* 
Ceausescu regime in 1990 
and that was in April 1992, 
for the Orthodox Church’s 
celebrations of Easter. He 
was welcomed by huge 
crowds of tens of thousands 


of people. 

Michael of HohenzoUem, 
who was born at Sinaia, 
Romania, on Oct. 25, 1921, 
first came to the throne in 
1927 on the death of his 
grandfather Ferdinand I, his 
father Carol having initially 
renounced his rights. A re- 
gency council ran the affairs 
of state until 1930, when his 
father decided to exercise his 
rights to die crown. 

When his father abdicated, 
he came to tbe throne a 
second time on Sept. 6, 1940. 
On Aug. 23, 1944, Romania 
ended its alliance with Nazi 
Germany and sided with the 
Allies, a turning point in the 
country’s modem history. 

The king was one of the 
prime movers in the change,, 
which contributed to the de- 
feat of the Third Reich. 

The refusal of Marshal Ion 
Antonescu, Romania’s war- 
time leader allied with Hitler, 
to declare an armistice as the 
sovereign demanded, led in- 
evitably to the use of force. 
The then 23-year-old 
monarch had the marshal 
arrested and he was conde- 
mned to death by a court and 
executed in 1946. 

When Romania’s Com- 
munists seized power in 1947, 
the king attempted to' hold on 
to his position bat was forced 
to abdicate. He left Romania 
virtually at gunpoint on Jan. 
3, 1948. 

The former monarch's five 
daughters have repeatedly vi- 
sited Romania on humanita- 
rian missions. 


Foil shows Fini ahead of Berlusconi 


ROME (R) — An opinion 
poll published Friday showed 
Italy's neo-fascist leader 
Gianfranco Fini had outstrip- 
ped Prime Minister SQvjo 
Berlusconi in the popularity 
stakes for the first time. 

The survey by tbe CLrm 
Research Institute for L'Es- 
presso magazine said 35 per 
cent of respondents named 
Mr. Fini as their choice to 
lead th ecentre-right in Italy 
against 27 per cent for Mr. 
Berlusconi. The other 38 per 
cent had no preference. 

It was the first time that 
Mr. Fini, leader of the 
National Alliance Movement 
in Italy’s “Freedom 
Alliance” coalition, had held 
a higher rating than the 
media magnate-turned- 
politician in an opinion poll. 

The poll also showed that 
57 per cent of tbe sample did 
not agree with the assertion 
that Mr. Fini and his move- 
ment were a danger to demo- 


cracy. 

L’espresso, which will pub- 
lish the results in its weekly 
edition Saturday, said the 
survey was carried out late 
last month after Mr. Fini 
announced his intention to 
dissolve his Italian Social 
Movement (MSI) party. 

Hie party, founded by 
political heirs of wartime fas- 
cist dictator Benito Mussoli- 
ni, is the core force of the 
National Alliance Movement 
the 42-yer-oId Fini founded 
in January for the March 
general elections. 

Mr. Fini now wants the 
MSI to cease the exist and its 
members to be absorbed by 
the National Alliance. 

Last July Mr. Fini was 
within a whisker of surpas- 
sing Mr. Berlusconi when an 
SWG poll found 21.4 per cent 
of Italians would vote for Mr. 
Berlusconi in direct elections 
for prime minister compared 
with 20.3 per cent for Mr. 


Fini. 

Mr. Foil's rating in that 
SWG survery was up from 
8.7 per cent in February 
while Mr. Berlusconi’s drop- 
ped from just over one third. 

Meanwhile Italy's finance 
police searched the head- 
quarters of Mr. Berlusconi's 
Fininvest company in the ear- 
ly hours of Friday morning, 
company officials said. 

The media group is caught 
up in a number or investiga- 
tions into possible corrup- 
tion. Officials declined to 
give further details on the 
police action. 

Milan's chief prosecutor 
Francesco Saverio Borrelli, 
who heads the city’s team of 
anti-graft magistrates, stirred 
up a storm Wednesday when 
he said investigations into 
Telepiu, a pay TV channel 
part-owned by Fininvest, 
risked reaching “high levels” 
in politics and finance. 


Hutus 
rule out 
imminent 
invasion 

GOMA, Zaire (AFP) — The 
chief of Rwanda’s defeated 
Hutu army ruled out any 
imminent invasion by his re- 
fugee troops Friday, but 
warned that failure to reach a 
negotiated settlement could 
reignite the conflict. 

That “could take us back 
to tbe beginning,” Major 
General Augustin Bizimungu 
said, speaking in a banana 
grove near Zaire’s border 
with Rwanda. 

A political leader from 
Rwanda’s Hutu majority 
warned meanwhile that tbe 
military chiefs would be 
forced to move if pressure 
from the displaced soldiers 
became too strong. 

Gen. Bizimungu bristled at 
suggestions that the Hutu sol- 
diers who were chased out of 
Rwanda by the victorious 
Tutsis might recross the bor- 
der soon m a bid to destabil- 
ise .or overthrow the new 
government 

“Four years of warfare is 
enough.” said Gen. Bizimun- 
gu, who was chief of staff of 
the Rwandan army. He was 
referring to low-level clashes 
since 1990 as well as the 
bloodletting that engulfed the 
small centre] African nation 
earlier this year, when up to a 
million Rwandans were kil- 
led, most by Hutu militias. 

“I believe in a negotiated 
solution,” said Gen. Bizi- 
mungu, who is regarded as a 
key figure in any agreement 
on the return of the hundreds 
of thousands of Hutu re- 
fugees encamped around 
Rwanda's borders. 

But tbe 41 -year-old gener- 
al. dressed in a pinstripe suit 
and black shoes, warned that 
“we have not let our guard 
down,” and said tbe govern- 
ment set up by the minority 
Tutsis, who made up only 15 
per cent of Rwanda’s prewar 
population of some 7.9 mil- 
lion, had refused -to enter into 
negotiations. 

He was speaking on the 
outskirts of a small camp full 
of former soldiers some eight 
kilometres along a rutted dirt 
road from tbe sprawling 
Mugunga refugee camp, 
which houses 220,000 Rwan- 
dans, up to 30,000 of them 
also former soldiers. 

Gen. Bizimungu was sur- 
rounded by bodyguards as be 
sat on a rickety wooden 
chair, sweat beading his fore- 
head as he repeatedly denied 
any intention to lead his 
troops back across the bor- 
der. 

But be said the new gov- 
ernment must accept power- 
sharing and provide mini- 
mum security guarantees for 
returning refugees — that 
they not be killed, and that 
they be allowed to reclaim 
their land and houses. 

“We know how to fight the 
RPF (the Rwandan Patriotic 
Front) said, “but at the 
moment I believe that nego- 
tiations should result in an 
agreement. If not, that could 
take us back to the begin- 
ning.” 

Back in Goma, the Zairean 
town that is the hub of a 
network of refugee camps 
and orphanages bolding more 
than 800,000 Rwandans, tbe 
bead of the former ruling 
party said the refugee troops 
did indeed have the capacity 
to mount cross-border raids. 

“If the pressure from the 
refugees becomes too strong, 
the leaders will be obliged to 
move,” said Matthieu Ngir- 
umpatse, president of the 
MRND, the National Repub- 
lic Movement for Develop- 
ment and Democracy. 
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U.K. Labour ends conference with rallying call 


BLACKPOOL, England (R) 
— Deputy Labour leader 
John Prescott Friday sought 
to erase th eembarrassment 
of a left-wing rebuff to the 
party’s leadership by urging 
activists to channel their 
energies towards ending 15 
years in opposition. 

Mr. Prescott ended 
Labour’s annual conference, 
acclaimed by leader Tony 
Blair as a tinning point for 
Britain, with a rousing call to 


party members to forget in- 
ternal differences over policy 
and concentrate on winning 
the language of the past and 
start practising the politics of 
the future,” Mr. Prescott said 
in the final speech of a week 
be said had readied Labour 
for power. 

“We are on the road to 
government,” he told dele- 
gates. “This party owes it to 
people to win the next gener- 
al election.” 


Mr. Prescott, a blunt- 
speaking union stalwart, is a 
key figure in Mr. Blair’s cru- 
sade to overcome resistance 
of traditionalist supporters to 
dumping Labour’s symbolic 
commitment in its constitu- 
tion to widespread nationa- 
lisation, called clause four. 

In a brainstorming speech, 
be told Labour activists they 
had nothing to fear from the 
debate Mre. Blair has Laun- 
ched on a new “mission” 


statement to take labour into 
the party into political cam- 
paigning in our communi- 
ties,” he said. 

Mr. Prescott said the de- 
bate Mr. Blair has opened 
would be a chance to spark 
public enthusiasm fin 1 the' 
party’s beliefs. 

“We will set out afresh our 
values, and explain them in a 
language that everyone cany 
understand,” he said. 


Gunman dies, hostages freed in bank siege 


HERZOGENRATH, Ger- 
many (R) — A gunman who 
held customers and staff hos- 
tage in an all-night siege at a 
German bank killed himself 
Friday, after the last of his 
prisoners walked free, police 


A police spokesman de- 
clined to say exactly bow the 
gunman died at the end of the 
14-bour siege in the small 
town of Herzogenrath on the 
Dutch border. Regional 
WDR Radio said he had kil- 
led himself by detonating a 
grenade. 

Reporters said they heard 
an explosion and shots soon 
after the last hostages came 
out of the b ank. 

The raider, armed with 
guns and grenades, stormed 


into the bank in a -town- 
centre shopping area just be- 
fore closing ' time' Thursday, 
he took nine customers and 
seven employees hostage, de- 
manding a ransom of two 
million marks (S1.3 million). 

Earlier police said he had 
taken 17 hostages. 

Police said all the hostages 
were unharmed. Nine of 
them left the bank soon after 
the gunman entered it. They 
biuugh out his demand for 
the ransom and a getaway 


Three more hostages were 
freed in the early hours of 
Friday. 

Tbe last four hostages left 
the bank shortly after 7 a.m. 
(0600 GMT). It was not im- 


mediately. dear if they had 
escaped or been freed. 

Soon afterwards, reporters 
heard an explosion and at 
least seven shots. 

“The police forced their 
way into the building to see 
what the situation was after 
the explosion,” said Joachim 
Schuelcke, police spokesman 
in die nearby city of Aachen. 

He said the police had shot 
their way through windows to 
get into tbe bank from the 
rear. 

m 

“There they found the per- 
petrator,” he said, adding 
that the man appeared to be a 
German aged between 45 and 
50, but had not been identi- 


The spokesman 


say- whether the mao had 
been alive or dead when 
police found him. 

An ambulance pulled up to 
the cordoned-off bank and 
left at speed soon afterwards. 
Firefighters also entered the 
building, from which a small 
amount of smoke escaped. 

Police had let down the 
tyres of more than 15 vehicles 
around the bank to prevent 
any attempt by the robber to 
escape by car. 

Residents of the block in 
which the bank was situated 
said seven people remained 
in apartments above the bank 
during the siege. They stayed 
in contact with police, who 
told them to leave fights off 
and not reveal their presence. 
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World News 


Swiss step up hunt for cult leader 


GENEVA (R) — Swiss 
police stepped up their search 
for doomsday cult leader Luc 
Jouret Friday as speculation 
mounted that at least some of 
the 53 sun worshippers found 
dead in Switzerland and 
Canada had been murdered. 

Police raided addresses in 
Geneva, the headquarters of 
the Order of the Solar Tem- 
ple cult, and elsewhere, inter- 
viewing a number of people 
associated with the group and 
seizing documents, Swiss 
newspapers said. 

Investigating magistrate 
Jean-Pascal Jacquemet told 
Swiss Radio that Belgian 
national and homeopathic 
Doctor Jouret and his sha- 
dowy associate Joseph Di 
Membra had been seen late 
Tuesday in the Alpine hamlet 
of Salvan where 25 of the 
dead were found only a few 
hours later. 

“We still don't know if 


they are among the victims,” 
he said. He refused to say if 


he had issued any arrest war- 
rants. 

Police chiefs from Salvan 


and Chiery, a fanning com- 
munity 160 kilometres to the 


north where a further 23 
bodies were discovered, were 
due to meet later Friday in 
Lausanne to pool informa- 
tion on the sect, and events 
leading up the deaths. 

The dead identified to date 
were from Canada, France 


China 


flexes 


nuclear 


muscles 


with new 


test 


BEIJING (R) — China 
flexed its musdes as a mem- 
ber of the world's nuclear- 


weapons club by setting off 
its second test blast in four 


its second test blast in four 
months Friday. 

. China's Foreign Ministry 
■ spokesman, in a statement 
released on the official' 
Xinhua News Agency, 
announced the test nearly six 
hours after it was detected by 
Australian seismologists. 

The official announcement 
gave no details of the explo- 
sion, which follows a similar 
one in June. 

It repeated China's asser- 
tion that it exercised great 
restraint in testing and reaf- 
firmed support for interna- 
tional efforts to ban nuclear 
weapons. 

“The spokesman said in a 
statement that China posses- 
ses a small amount of nuclear 
weapons solely foT the pur- 
pose* of self-defence, and 
maintains that the nuclear- 
weapon states should agree 
to the complete destruction 
of all nuclear weapons at an 
early date,” Xinhua said. 

' Early indications of the 
size of the explosion came 
from an Australian seismolo- 
gical centre, which said it had 
recorded data consistent with 
a medram-to-large nuclear ex- 
plosion at China's under- 
ground nuclear testing facility 
of Lop Nor, in the west 
region of Xinjiang. 

The Australian Seismolo- 
gical Centre in Canberra said 
an explosion of between 40 to 
150 kflotonnes occurred at 
0325 GMT. It said the blast 
registered between 6.1. and 
6.3 on the open-ended Rich- 

tor QtjiIp 

“Among all the nuclear 
states. China has conducted 
the least nuclear tests,” the 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said. 

“It has always exercised 
great restraint on the ques- 
tion of nuclear tests and will 
continue to do so in the fu- 
ture.” 

Western analysts believe 
China has conducted 41 tests, 
compared to 1,000 by the 
United States. 

Other nuclear powers, in- 
cluding the United States, 
France and Britain, have 
agreed to a moratorium on 
nuclear testing, however, and 
negotiations started for .a 
comprehensive nuclear test 
ban treaty earlier this year. 

. China repeated its commit- 
ment to negotiate such a trea- 
ty. 

“China is actively partici- 
pating in the negotiations on 
a comprehensive nuclear test 
ban treaty held in Geneva 
and hopes to see the condu- 
M sion of the said treaty at the 
earliest possible date or no 
later than 1996," the Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said. 

“China will put an end to 
its nuclear tests once the trea- 
ty comes into effect." 

An Asian diplomat in Beij- 
ing said he believed China, 
wmch became a nuclear pow- 
er in 1964, was planning at 
jga y two more tests as part of 
a programme that will take it 
up to the 1996 date. 


and Switzerland. Six were 
children. 

In Canada, police found 
three new corpses in a burnt 
out house overnight — in- 
cluding that of a baby — 
taking the cult' death toll 
there to five. 

First autopsy results in 
Switzerland Thursday 
showed that at least some of 
the dead had been drugged. 

"The signs on the victims 
make us believe that a power- 
ful product, not yet identi- 
fied, was administered,'' in- 
vestigating magistrate Andie 
Piller said of the Cheiry 
bodies. 

Three rifles had been 
found near the dead. But 
police said none of them fired 
the shots that most of the 
dead people, plastic bags tied 
over their heads, had suf- 
fered. 


“A: or the hypothesis of a 
collective suicide... certain 
elements make us stay with 
this but others make us think 
of an execution. We cannot 
exclude one or the other,” 
Mr. Piller said. 

He said some material 
gathered on the isolated 
mountain farm where the 
bodies were found appeared 
to confirm that the members 
of sect had died willingly. 

“We found a letter on one 
of the persons addressed to a 
member if their family in 


which they said they were 
coming to Switzerland to 
die,” he said. 

Police in Salvan, where the 
25 bodies were, found in 
smouldering pyres, also re- 
jected the idea of mass 
suicide. 

“It would be more proper 
to talk of a collective murder 
than a suicide. Even if there 
was a suicide, people must 
have been led to it by psych- 
osis or hypnosis,” local can- 
ton police chief Bernard Gei- 
ger said. 

A fireman who brought 
several bodies out of a chalet 
gutted by fire said many of 
the dead there had “beatific 
smiles” on their faces. 

In one room, a man and a 
woman lay side-by-side on a 
bed holding hands. Next door 
a boy of about six and a 
teenage girl also lay in a 
peaceful pose of total relaxa- 
tion. 


In Cheiry, on the red satin 
clad walls of a temple hung a 
Christ-like figure with long 
hair and a beard, which could 
have been Jouret. Cabalistic 
symbols including sun and 
moon shapes, a rose and 
icons adorned the temple. 

At the other Swiss site, 
firemen found a shed con- 
verted into a similar red- 
bedecked temple. Both tem- 
ples had a round table at the 
centre with a golden chalice 


standing in the middle. 

Mr. Piller said police had 
issued arrest wanants, but he 
refused to say how many and 
for whom. 

Fuelling the suicide theory, 
Swiss historian and cult ex- 
pert Jean-Francois Mayer 
told Swiss Radio he had re- 
ceived a letter bearing all the 
hallmarks of the cult and 
which explained there had 
been a suicide pact. 

“We are leaving this earth 
to rediscover, lucidly freely, a 
dimension of truth and abso- 
luteness, far from the hypoc- 
risy and the oppression of this 
world, in order to produce 
the seed of our future genera- 
tion,” Mr. Mayor quoted it as 
saying. 

But newspapers, who also 
received copies of that letter, 
reported that they also re- 
ceived a second one which 
they said flatly contradicted 
the submissive tone of the 
first. 


They said it railed against 
the “barbaric behaviour” of 
Jouret and accused him of 
betraying the sect's princi- 
ples. 

Both letters were post- 
marked from Geneva after 
the bodies were found. 

In Canada too, friends and 
colleages of some of the dead 
flatly rejected the idea that 
they could have committed 
suicide. 


U.N.: East European men face health crisis 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Murder, malnutrition and 
heart disease are killing East- 
ern European men at a rate 
which threatens to erode 
i<oIitica! reforms, the U.N. 
tTi:Id“en's I und (UNICEF) 


s ii rs- ay. 

£F report of nine 
inrinist countries 
and 1993 
wing dissatisfac- 
. . forms, a decline 
i.\ .onditions, the rise 

of ne poverty and an 

exp n of violent crimes 
wfaicn in some cases outdis- 
tanced even the United 
States. 

“This crisis is contributing 
to eroding political support 
for the reforms that are 
underway,” UNICEF Direc- 
tor James Grant told a news 
conference. 

“We see growing dissatis- 
faction with the reform pro- 
cess because it's being associ- 
ated with the decline in living 
conditions,” he said. 

Mr. Grant said the main 
casualties were men between 
the ages of 30 and 59. and the 


primary causes of death were 
violent, especially in Russia 
where the murder rate in 
1992 was twice that of the 
10.2 per 100,000 .recorded in 
the United States.. 

The UNICEF" report moni- 
tored conditions in Russia, 
Ukraine, Albania, Bulgaria, 
the Czech Republic, Slova- 
kia, Hungary, Poland and 
Romania. 

It said that excess Mortal- 
ity in these countries in the 
four years covered by the 
report totalled 800,000. 

“This is more people than 
the United States and the 
United Kingdom lost in 
World War ft,” Mr. Grant 
said. “This health crisis is 
unprecedented in the peace- 
time history of Europe in this 
century.” 

The period following 1989 
saw huge upheavals in East- 
ern Europe as the Berlin 
Wall came down. Commun- 
ists were thrown out of pow- 
er, the Soviet Union ceased 
to exist and people were cata- 
pulted from command to 
market economies. 


3 more India plague deaths reported 


NEW DELHI (R) — India 
Friday reported three more 
plague deaths, raising to 55 
the total nationwide of a 
three-week outbreak of the 
medieaval scourge that sent 
tremors of panic around of 
the world. 

A spokeswoman in the con- 
trol centre monitoring the 
plague outbreak said the 
latest three deaths were in 
the west coast city of Surat, 
where the first fatality in an 
eruption of pneumonic pla- 
gue was reported on Sept. -19. 

The new deaths in Surat 
raised that city's toll to 52. 

The centre said there was 
one other death from plague- 
like symptoms in the western 
state of Maharashtra near its 
border with Gujarat, where 
Surat lies, but it had not yet 
been confirmed as a plague 
death. 

Nearly 6,000 people have 
been rushed to hospital with 
plague-like symptoms since 
the outbreak began in Surat, 
but only 270 tested positive, 
the Plague Control Centre 
said. 

Although 54 positive cases 
have been identified in Delhi, 
where the disease was carried 
when 300,000 people fled 
Surat, there has been no 
death from plague in the In- 
dian capital for more than 10 
.days. Delhi's confirmed pla- 
gue death toll remains three. 

Government health offi- 
cials say they are convinced 


the outbreak is under con- 
trol, and some foreign gov- 
ernments are cautiously lift- 
ing stringent controls im- 
posed to keep the plague in 
India. 

Some, mostly in the Gulf, 
barred anyone and virtually 
everything — including mail 
— from India to eliminate 
any possibility of the plague 
reaching them. 

Most have now restored 
shipping links that carry valu- 
able Indian exports, mostly 
foodstuffs, and have resumed 
restricted air travel. 

But India is still seriously 
worried about its plague- 
damaged tourist industry at 
the start of the high season 
that runs from October 
through February. 

It was expecting a record 
2.2 million tourists in the 
1994/95 (April/March) season 
and hoped they would spend 
nearly S2.0 billion. 

But many tourists have 
postponed or cancelled their 
visits to India — how many 
and how much India's money 
losses might be are still un- 
quantified — and the govern- 
ment is taking urgent steps to 
rescue its faltering business. 

It has already offered 50? 
per cent rate cuts in 36 gov- 
ernment hotels to foreign 
tourists for a month from 
October 11 and is leaning on 
Air India, the state-owned 
international carrier, to offer 
similar cuts on tourist flights 


to India. 

The government is hoping 
private tour companies, 
hotels and foreign airlines 
will follow suit, and has sche- 
duled a meeting with them in 
a major bid to win their 
support. 

Ibe first signs were not 
good. One big Indian tour 
operator called the discounts 
a gimmick, and foreign air- 
lines said they were far from 
enthusiastic. 

India is in its third year of 
radical reforms to its state- 
dominated economy, which is 
wooing the foreign investors 
it shunned for four decades. 

It is thus desperate to con- 
vince a world scared by the 
mediaeval image of the pla- 
gue that India is safe. 

New Delhi accuses foreign 
governments of wild over- 
reaction to the plague, now 
easily cured with common 
antibiotics, and says the 
death toll so far in a popula- 
tion of 900 million is minis- 
cule. 

Hiroshi Nakajima, head of 
the World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO), was due to ar- 
rive in New Delhi Friday to 
see for himself how India was 


coping. 

His visit could be crucial in 
India's efforts to cool global 
panic. 

Mr. Nakajima is due to 
visit Surat as well as hold 
talks with Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao. 
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Many people felt lost and 
anxious watching familiar in- 
stitutions crumble and new 
phenomena like unemploy- 
ment take their place, the 
report said. 

This resulted in a loss of 
national pride and a sense of 
pointlessness in everyday life, 
contributing to a rise drink- 
ing, smoking and ailements 
like alcohol psychosis and 
cirrhosis of the liver. 

Mr. Grant said that as alco- 
hol consumption went up, the 
quality control of spirits fell 
and the alcohol consumed 
become more and more 
lethal. 

Health was also deteriorat- 
ing because of "the quality of 
food. People are consuming ■ 
fewer proteins and fat due to 
a shortage of milk, fresh fruit 
and vegetables, the report 
said. 

The worst hit country has 
been Russia, which the re- 
port said experience more 
deaths in the four years sur- 
veyed than it lost soldiers 
during the 10-year Afghanis- 
tan War. 





Pofice search through die rubble in one of the mass suicide of 53 doomsday cult members 
three burned out chalets following alleged (AFP photo) 


China proposes new Hong Kong legislature 


BEIJING (R) — China, British Hong Kong govern- promise on Mi 

which has vowed to dismantle meat dosed the door to any package, which ( 

Hong Kong's legislature after co-operation with China,” it runs counter t< 

it takes over the British col- added. agreements betw< 

cray in 1997, said Friday it China's move appears to and Beijing, 
would set np a repalcement bear out fears that the cur- China stated c 
even before sovereignty is rent Hong Kong administra- that any legislat 

transferred. tion will become increasingly under the Patten 

“A dvil legislative commit- a lame-duck government as not survive a da 

tee will be set up in Hong Beijing's takeover rule, now less thai 

Kong before July 1, 1997, to approaches. away, 

oversee the major areas cur- China was infuriated when The China Ds 
neatly being supervised by Hong Kong Governor Chris Xiao. Weiyun. b 
the Legislative Council of Patten proposed democratic political panel of 

Hong Kong,” the offidal reforms for the British col- appointed body p 

China Daily said. ony. takeover, as sayi 

“China was compelled to . Months of negotiation dvil legislature 
initiate this move after the failed- to achieve any com- would have broa 


Nasreen refuses new French visa offer 


promise on Mr. Patten's 
package, which China insists 
runs counter to previous 
agreements between London 
and Beijing. 

China stated categorically 
that any legislature elected 
under the Patten plan would 
not survive a day under its 
role, now less than 1,000 days 
away. 

The China Daily quoted 
Xiao Weiyun. head of the 
political panel of a Chinese- 
appointed body planning the 
takeover, as saying the new 
dvil legislature committee 
would have broad powers. 


PARIS (AFP) — Bang- 
ladeshi writer Taslima Nas- 
reen, under a death threat 
from Bangladeshi Muslim 
fundamentalists who accuse 
her of blasphemy, has tamed 
down a new visa offer by the 
French government amid an 
uproar over her case. 

The journalists' group Re- 
porters Sans Frontieres, 
which campaigns for the 
rights of writers and journal- 
ists, Friday quoted Ms. Nas- 
reen as saying: “I mil not 
come to Paris.” 

Speaking on the phone 
from her home in Sweden, 
the 32-year-old writer did not 
however rule out coming to 
France in a few weeks' time 
“provided I can travel about 
and meet the same people 
originally scheduled.” 

Mr. Pasqna said if Ms. 
Nasreen “wants to come for a 
few days, there is no prob- 
lem,” but that French author- 
ities would have to “take 
some precautions.” 

Mr. Pasqua was speaking 
after a meeting with French 
Premier Edouard Bahadur. 
“The prime minister is very 
willing for her to come for a 


few days,” Mr. Pasqua said. 

Ms. Nasreen had cancelled 
a visit to France Thursday 
after the French offered her 
only a 24-hour visa whereas 
she had wished to stay for a 
week. She termed the day- 
long visa an “insult.” 

The affair caused an up- 
roar, with Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe and Mr. Pasqua 
apparently trying to blame 
each other. 

Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Richard Duque said the 
government had been in con- 
tact with Ms. Nasreen Friday 
and said France was ready to 
welcome the writer “for a 
stay of several days.” 

But there would have to be 
“dose coordination” with 
security services,” Mr. Du- 


and I want to have access to 
its culture,” said Ms. Nas- 
reen, who was given refuge in 
Sweden last August after 
being sentenced to death by a 
Bangladesh Islamic fun- 
damentalist group. 

Explaining the original visa 
decision, Ms. Pasqua claimed 
his ministry thought 24 boms 
was long enough to take part 
in a television show, which 
was scheduled for Friday 
night. 

He also said assuring Ms. 
Nasreen’s security was not 
difficult, but that “demon- 
strations” might affect “the 
security of the French peo- 
ple.” 

The French government 
also “made it impossible” for 
writer Salman Rushdie to 


que said. 

Reporters Sans Frontieres, 
which was sponsoring the 
Nasreen visit, quoted her as- 
saying Friday: “Why is 
France limiting my freedom 
of movement and express- 
ion? I want to meet intellec- 
tuals, writers and defenders 
of human rights. 

“France is the country of 
freedom. I love this country 


visit France this summer 
Ferances D'Souza, who 
heads the International Com- 
mittee for the Defence of 
Salman Rushdie, said Mr. 
Pasqua “made it impossible 
for Mr. Rushdie to travel to 
France in any acceptable way 
by imposing the most ex- 
traordinary measures, which 
no other country insists 
upon.” 


Cardoso declares victory in Brazil polls 


BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) — 
Fernando Henrique Cardoso 
has declared victory in Bra- 
zil's presidential election and 
pledged to open the world’s 
10th largest economy to fore- 
ign investors. 

With roughly half of 95 
million votes counted from 
Monday's election, Mr. Car- 
doso had 54 per cent, con- 


firming exit polls that de- 
clared him winner of the 


eight-candidate race. 

In his first press conference 
since the vote, Mr. Cardoso 
said his top priority when be 
succeeds President Itamar 
Franco on Jan. 1 will be to 
keep inflation down. As fi- 
nance minister, be authored 
a plan that cut inflation from 
50 per cent a month in June 
to 1.5 per cent in September. 

“With the reduction of In-' 
flation we have resumed the 
path. to growth," Mr. Cardo- 
so said. “Now Brazil needs a 
new direction.” 

Mr. Cardoso said be would 
build an outward-looking, 
modern nation with' more 
efficient government. He 
promised to eliminate gov- 
ernment ministries and .cut 
off spend-thrift state banks 
from federal hinds. 

The first step, be said, was 
to rally a coalition in Con- 
gress to vote for amendments 
to the 1988 constitution that 




Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Brazil’s unofficial president- 
elect, speaks to the press at Brasilia's National Theatre (AFP 
photo) 


would speed up the sale of 
state companies and permit 
tax, budget and social secur- 
ity reforms. 

The incoming legislature of 
513 lower house, deputies, 81 
senators and 1,059 state con- 
gressmen promises to - be 
much like the Iasi one — a 


splintered group of 19 parties 
devoted more to interests of 


devoted more to interests of 
regional bosses than national 
problems. 

Mr. Cardoso is expected to 


seek a coalition of his centre- 
left Brazilian Social Demo- 
cracy Party and the far-right 
Liberal Front and Democra- 
tic Workers Parties that back- 
ed his campaign. 

Privatising smaller state 
companies as well as Vale Do 
Rio Doce, Latin America’s 
largest mining, company, 
could eliminate an expected 
$10 billion deficit in next 
year's national budget, he 
said. 


CIA allegedly paid FRAPH chief for information on anti- Aristide groups 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The head of Haiti's right- 
wing paramilitary group 
known as FRAPH was paid 
by the CIA to provide in- 
formation on groups opposed 
to exiled President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide, the 
Washignton Post daily re- 
ported Friday. 

Emmanuel “Toto” Con- 
stant's relationship with the 
U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency began shortly after 
Mr. Aristide was overthrown 
in a bloody military coup in 
September 1991, the daily 
said quoting unnamed U.S . 
sources - 

The CIA dropped Mr. 
Constant early this year after 
it decided he no longer was 
trustworthy, the sources said. 

The Front for Advance- 


ment and Progress of Haiti 
(FRAPH), created in August 
of 1993, has been blamed by 
human rights groups for kill- 
ing hundreds of Aristide sup- 
porters. 

U-S. forces in Haiti raided 
FRAHP headquarters in 
Port-Au-Prince and another 


stronghold in Cap-Haitien 
Monday, disarming and 


arresting 110 people, in a bid 
to defuse street violence that 
has plagued Operation Up- 
hold Democracy since it be- 

— .a ».i -a. _ _» 


were skewed. 

The CIA's alleged ties with 
the FRAPH were denied by 
CIA Director James Woolsey 
in comments to reporters 
Thursday. 

A senior intelligence offi- 
cial quoted in the daily said 
“the CIA has never had any 
connection with the FRAPH 
organisation whatsoever.” 

The same source also said 
the CIA had “nothing to do” 
with Mj. Constant's state- 
ments at a news conference 


pan Sept. 19 with the aim of - Tuesday in Port-Au-Prince, 
reinstating Mr. Aristide. in which he called on all 

■ ■ • j -_i ^ tvm iiiTT Inn 


One CIA official said that 
reliance on such a notorious 
figure as Mr. Constant could 
explain the CIA's negative 
reports in the past on Mr. 
Aristide's mental state, which 
many of his suj>portere said 


in which he called on ail 
FRAPH members to lay 
down their weapons. 

The U.S. offidal also dis- 
tanced the CIA from Mr. 
Constant’s daim than a for- 
mer U.S. defence attache in 
Haiti, Colonel Patrick Col- 


lins, had encouraged him to 
form FRAPH to “balance the 
Aristide movement,” as re- 
ported in the Oct. 24 issue of 
The Nation weekly that was 
released Thursday. 

U.S. officials told the daily 
that Col. Collins hotly denied 
Mr. Constant's account dur- 
ing questioning Thursday, 
saying that in his contacts 
with the FRAPH leader he 
strictly followed U.S. embas- 
sy guidance that the para- 
military group was consi- 
dered contrary to the pursuit 
of democracy in Haiti. 

Col. Collins, according to 
the daily, was chief repre- 
sentative of the Defence In- 
telligence Agency — the Pen- 
tagon's intelligence arm — in 
Haiti, before he left the coun- 
try more than eight months 


before FRAPH was created. 

Meanwhile, a man alleged 
to be one of the most brutal 
and hated attaches in north- 
ern Haiti, suspected in 
dozens of killings, has been 
captured and is being held by 
U.S. troops, military sources 
said Friday. 


rious,’' Sergeant Harold 
King, who interrogated 
“Ticoyo/' told Reuters. 


Jean-Claude Celestin, 50, 
known to Haitians as “Ticoyo 
the torturer,’’ was captured 
in the mountain town of 
Grande-Riviere Du Nord 
Thursday and handed over to 
U.S. army Green Beret units, 
who transferred him by heli- 
copter to a detention camp in 
Port-Au-Prince, the source 
said. 


“Possibly this guy is re- 
sponsible for more than 150 
murders. This guy is noto- 


Known throughout the 
northern Haiti as the most 
violent of the paramilitary 
plmndothesjmtice, known as 
attaches, Ticoyo was cap- 
tured in this mountain town 
by a group of supporters of 
exiled President Je&n- 
Bertrand Aristide, the milit- 
ary sources said. 

An Army medic said 
Ticoyo was recognised when 
he sought medical attention 
for a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound to tile buttocks. 

One Green Beret source 
said Ticoyo had been 
auested by Haitian army un- 
its last month but escaped on 
Sept. 21. 


Russian performs 
lung surgery 
at nearly 90 


ST PETERSBURG, Russia 
(R) — A Russian physician 
who performed a lung opera- 
tion just three days short of 
his 90th birthday has entered 
the Guinness Book of Re- 
cords as the world's oldest 
practicising surgeon. Dr. 
Fyodor Uglov, a cardio- 
pulmonary surgeon at St. 
Petersburg's First Pavlov 
Medical University, con- 
tinues afteT 65 years of prac- 
tice to pioneer Russian 
medical advances. Dr. VladK 
mir Gritsenko, bead of the; ■ 
university's surgery depart-; . 
meat, said Dr. Uglov recent- 
ly invented an artificial heart 
valve. Dr. Uglov, who has 
written more than 600 scho- 
larly articles, celebrated his 
birthday in a country where _ • 
the average^ life expectancy . 
for men is 59. “He doesn’t 
drink or smoke and bicycles __ 
80 kilometres a week,” said ■ 
Dr. Gritsenko. 


U.K. films an 
overseas hit 
in 1993 


LONDON (R) — British film 
shown overseas earned a net ■ ; 
£208 ($329 million) last year, 
boosted by the popularity of- . 
such runaway successes as. ■ . 
Four Weddings And A . . 
Funeral, official statistics - 
showed Wednesday. But . 
British television program-; 
mes fared less well in 1993 . 
with a net earnings deficit of 
£115 million ($181.8 million)* 
the government's Central _ 
Statistical Office (CSO) said. 
This compared with a film . - 
industry surplus of £172 mil- 
lion ($271.8 million) m 1992 
and a TV company deficit of . - 
£123 million ($194.4 million) 
in the same year. The success 
of British films is recent 
years has given a shot in the 
•arm to Britain's flagging 
movie industry. Last month, 
two top Hollywood directors 
announced they were buying 
Britain’s legendary but de- 
clining Shepperton Him Stu- 
dios, is southwest London, to 
attract blockbuster movies, 
i British-born Ridley Scott, 
director of Alien and Blade 
Runner, and his brother 
Tony, who made Top Gun 
and Beverley Hills Cop II, 
said they wanted to transform 
Shepperton into a top world 
studio. 


Indian judge 
risks wrath of 
millions 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Would a God-fearing French- 
man ban the baguette? Non. 
Would a patriotic American 
outlaw apple pie? Nope. 
Would a German scrap 
sauerkraut? Nein.' Would an 
Indian risk vilification and 
the wrath of millions by call- 
ing for a ban on one of the 
country’s favourite's treats. - 
You bet. New Delhi judge 
C.K. Chaturvedi has flown in- 
the face of danger and asked 
the government to outlaw. - . 
pan masala — a savoury 
made with betel nut, tobacco 
and sugar — for health 
reasons. The magistrate said 
pan masala, eaten daily by . 
millions of Indians, caus ed 
“toxicity” and “crippled/, 
genes, the core of a human 
being's existence.” His 17- - 
page appeal claimed the gov-.' . 
eminent was “playing with 
the lives of consumers,” and - 
that warnings on the sachets - ' 
and tins in which pan masala, 
is sold “was an unprincipled - 
compromise." Judge Chatur- . 
vedi said pan masala was also- 
being eaten by children with- . 
out parental permission and 
by hordes of illiterates who • 
could not read the warnings ■ 
and were unaware of its dan- - 
gers. Pan masala is a variant . 
of pan, a popular digestive.- . 

Gourmets say the best taste is: * 
obtained by chewing it slowly ! 
and keeping the spittle in the - 
mouth before spewing it out. . 
Blood red stains on pave- 
ments, staircases and walls 
are common throughout In- 
dia— a result of the national ; 
obsession with pan and pan 
masala. 


Reggae singer 
arrested after 
shooting incident 


PARIS (AFP) _ I V0ry Coast • 
«ggae anger Alpha Blondy ’ 
was arrested Monday after ■ 

|™s * Street in his 

tatest brush with the French 

law, officials said. The singer 
who earlier this year Jem 
four months in a Paris 
psychiatric clinic, was 
arrested in his borne after the 

ma^ntm winch nobody was 


2JS? 1 J? •a**- to a 


{"Bee psychiatric unit. Ear! 
to to, year filondy ^ 
5 «sted after going on the 

t^opage m hrs car. H e re- 


tjoned to his native Abidjan 
m mid-August after spending 
four months in a Parif 


r 
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psychiatric unit. 
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Wisdom of Sanctions? 


IRAQ’S PATIENCE is running out, and 
rightly so, with the United Nations Security 
Council for refusing to lift the sanctions 
against it. The record of Baghdad on its 
compliance with the council’s resolutions 
adopted in the aftermath of its occupation 
and annexation of Kuwait in 1990 speaks for 
itself. The Iraqi authorities had literally left 
no stone unturned in their bid to play ball 
with the international co mmunit y in a despa- 
rate effort to be reintegrated into the com- 
munity of nations and for the embargo 
imposed on it to be lifted. It seems that the 
Iraqi r-^ne’s decision to go out of its way to 
win th? :j-np£.thy of the principal Security 
Council members has gone unnoticed or 
without any semblance of appreciation. No 
wonder then that Baghdad is overtly ex- 
asperated with the turn of events and the 
lack of even a token of acknowledgement for 
all that it has done to meet U.N. demands for 
destroying its mass destruction weapons. 

Now it seems Iraq has gone back to its 
threatening posture and is warning the na- 
tions of the world that it may reconsider its 
cooperative policy as long as no adequate 
response is received from them. We have to 
agree with Iraq not so much because we even 
remotely blessed its past agressrve and self- 
defeating policies in the Gulf region but 
because we believe that Iraq deserves to be 
compensated in part at least for its com- 
pliance with decisions of the international 
organisation. As long as Iraq’s deeds are not 
reciprocated in kind, there can be no fresh 
incentives for the Iraqi government to con- 
tinue its “friendly” posture towards the 
Security Council. So when Iraq d eman ds 
that it be advised in black and white terms on 
when the sanctions against it will be lifted if it 
is to commit itself to a long term surveillance 
of its arms industry, we have no choice but to 


We say so for many reasons. Iraq must be 
integrated into the ongoing peace process for 
there is no way that the fruits of the accords 
struck with Israel can be maintained for long 
without the involvement of Iraq in them as 
well. Baghdad is just as important as Syria 
or Jordan or Egypt when it comes to 
finalising a permanent peace environment in 


the Middle East. Whoever thinks that foil 
peace can be secured for the region without 
the participation of Iraq would be deceiving 
oneself. Against this backdrop it is perhaps 
disturbing to learn that all secret contacts 
between Iraq and Israel had to be suddenly 
terminated under the pressure of Washing- 
ton. This is a most ill-advised policy if it 
turns out to be true. Iraq continues to be a 
regional power. The sooner it is integrated 
into the international community the sooner 
be possible for it to play a stabilising 
role. Otherwise, Iraq could be pushed to play 
the destabilising factor that may contribute 
to unravelling everything we all have pain- 
stakingly done in the direction of peace in the 
Middle East. 
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ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


ARAB GULF states’ decision to end their boycott of 
foreign firms dealing directly with or investing in Israel 
came under severe criticism from Tareq Masarweh, a 
columnist in A1 Ra’i daily. It is strange to hear Arab states 
openly demanding that the United Nations maintain its 
embargo on Iraq for not recognising the new borders with 
Kuwait while ending their boycott of firms dealing with 
Tsr;-’ 1 wher iop* no* re^?«rri'e the irtern**rfon: i i borders 


: ' "i it.. 2 -.ti -eccr.3r ; , the v.riier. Certain 

Aran states are opening liaison offices in Tel Aviv and 
allowing the Jewish state to open such offices in their 
countries at a time when they refuse to restore their ties 
with Baghdad, said the writer. He said that the Arab 
countries should take a lesson from African nations which 
in 1973 ended their ties with Israel only because Israeli 
troops landed on African soil. The writer said that it is 
regrettable to see Arab states losing their self-respect and 
succumbing to Washington’s desires in all their actions and 
their policies for the benefit of Israel. He said while Arab 


states demand that Iraq respect U.N. resolutions — 

hdad 


something which Baghdad has already done — Israel has 
shown no respect to any U.N. resolution. 


A COLUMNIST in AI Dustour daily addressed the 
> mcheciied rise in ihe prices of basic commodities, saying 
I I .at in; •ji'.uatior. hes become unbearable lo the majority of 
:cni:i:es. Mohammad Daoud blamed the con- 
cerned authorities for not taking appropriate action to stem 
the gr e ed of certain merchants, especially whole dealers. 
The prices of vegetables and fruits are so high that families 
with high incomes have started to complain that they 
cannot afford them, he said. 
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Arabs pay the price for lack of coordination 


DESPITE THE optimism that surrounds the Middle East 
peace process, tbe Arabs involved in peace negotiations 
with Israel should be watching with concern the success the 
Jewish state has achieved in making inroads into the Arab 
World in terms of steps towards diplomatic relations. 

What we saw in the past week was a tumbling of the walls 
of isolation that the Middle East had imposed on Israel as 
part of pressure to convince the Jewish state to accept, 
recognise and honour the legitimate rights of the Palesti- 
nian people and relinquish Arab territories it occupies. 

. It was known that Morocco and Tunisia were not exactly 
adverse to setting up relations with Israel at the outset of 
the peace process in Madrid in 1991 ; and so the Tunisian 
and Moroccan agreements with Israel to open liaison 
offices in each other's territories did not come as a 
complete surprise. For good measures, Morocco has also 
thrown in a representative office in autonomous Gaza Strip 
if only to appease the Palestinians. Reports of Israeli- 
Algerian contacts have also surfaced, leaving Libya as 
peril aps the only significant player in the Arab Maghreb to 
continue to pursue a hardline towards Israel. Other Arab 
League members in the Maghreb — Djibouti, Mauritania 
and Somalia — are too engrossed in their internal 
problems, to say the least, to turn their attention to 
externa] political undertakings. The Comoros, the 23rd 
member of the Arab League, would follow the majority 
course of the Arab states. 

What should give food for thought for us in Jordan is the 
speed with which the Gulf states followed suit. Of course. 
Qatar has had contacts with Israel through its foreign 
minister since last year and it was a foregone conclusion 
that Doha would move towards translating those contacts 
into economic and political relations, if only because of the 
independent policies that Qatar had been following in the 
past two years. That leaves the other members of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) — Saudi Arabia, Kuwait. 
Oman, Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
some of which have already established contacts with 
Israel, contributing to the realisation of the Jewish state's 
strategic objectives. Needless to say, relations with the 


Gulf states are of more importance to Israel than tbe 
Maghreb states. 

Where do all these moves leave the status of negotiations 
between Israel on the one band and the Palestinians, 
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon on the other? From the very 
beginning of tbe peace process 35 months ago, one of the 
strong cards that the Arab parties held was the political ami 
economic boycott of Israel. An end to that boycott and 
acceptance of Israel as a legitimate member of the Middle 
- Eastern community with all that entails would have been 
crowning factor of the peace process after the Jewish state 
satisfactorily addresses the concerns of its Arab states and 
return usurped territory and rights with no exception. 

In technical terms, the Palestinians should be the last to 
complain; after all, it was the Oslo accords that they 
negotiated in secret with Israel and formalised in Washing- 
ton more than one year ago that had opened the door for 
the turn of events that may have weakened the basic 
demand for the return of all Arab rights and territory. But 
then, the Palestinians seem to be satisfied with their 
agreement and are continuing negotiations with Israel on 
expanding autonomy in the occupied West Bank. Hopeful- 
ly, they would realise their nationalist goals when the final 
status negotiations begin in 1996. 

However, it is at this point that the Palestinians should 
be worried. What cards would they hold to pressure Israel 
in 1996 if a majority of the Arab World has normalised 
relations with Israel? 

To a limited extent, this should also be worrisome for 
Jordan, which has signed a declaration with Israel and 
ended 46 years of belligerency between them ahead of 
seeking just and comprehensive solutions to the bilateral 
border, water and security issues. Now that Israel has 
achieved diplomatic breakthroughs with most Arab coun- 
tries, what incentives are left on the table that Jordan could 
use to press its quest for its territorial and water rights? 

Jordan has indeed described as positive the GCC move 
to partially lift the economic boycott of Israel and pointed 
out that such a move should be endorsed by the Arab League 
before it takes effect. The Arab League has argued that the 


GCC decision is null and void if only because the 
was imposed in the first place by an Arab 
resolution and, as such, it would need another resolutions 
relax the boycott. 

In sum. Jordan seems to be taking a more 
position and adjusting itself to the new developments. -Ni 
that these developments were not foreseen, bat the 
with which they took place warranted a faster Jordaniai 
pace. Hopefully, as it is forecast, there would be 
Jordanian- Israeli peace agreement before the end of 
1994. 


But tbe situation should be more worrying to Syria an; 
Lebanon if only because Israel seems to believe that it^j 
stands to lose little even it takes several more years for?] 
breakthroughs in the Syrian and Lebanese tracks o£j 
negotiations. 

However, there are indications that the Syrian !< 
is preparing its people to accept tbe concept of peace 
Israel. Special television programmes focusing on the 
history of the Arab-Israeli conflict and the stands that^f 




Damascus adopted throughout tbe decades have become at 
regular feature in Syria, not to mention the fanrous^ 
“peace” posters adorning Damascus and the Syrian coun---*^ 
tryside that American administration officials cite as the 
best evidence yet of a gradual Syrian move towards .jg 
announcing a breakthrough m negotiations with Israel 




If that indeed is the psychology in Syria today, then the 
logical next step is indeed a fresh attempt at _ ‘ 
coordination. That is not to say that the atmosphere nrthe^j 
region is conducive to such contacts, given the criticism that 
Syria and Lebanon have levelled at tbe Palestinians andj 
Jordan for ending deadlocks in their negotiations with'* 
Israel. But then, the ironic question is: Are tbe Arabs 
unable to coordinate among themselves at this cri tidal 
juncture in history when they are at the threshold of; 
sett frag decades of enmity with a common foe, knowing 
very well that they would have to pay the price for 
non-coordination in terms in the currency of nationaC:|5 
interests? 4 
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European forum faces moment 


of truth in Budapest 


WEEK IN PRINT 


GCC at fault for 


ending boycott 


Reviewed by Elia NasraHah 
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WASHINGTON c iir pos- 
ing a U.S.-Lvii r . : r-r.ce on 
the Arabs w, v. under 
fear and hesei-r -v and 

■fcp m 

continue to t-L* their 
wealth to be looted by the 
U.S.-Zionist alliance, said 
Tareq Masraweh in Al Ra’i 
daily. We continue to hear 
mere words from (U.S. 
President) Bill Clinton ab- 
out promess achieved in 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess while Israel continues 
to exploit the region's river 
waters alone and Israeli 
forces continue to occupy 
Arab land, be said. The 
writer said that improve-, 
ment of Jordanian-U.S. re- 
lations is a welcome de- 
velopment but Washing- 
ton's insistence that im- 
provement' of these rela- 
tions should pass through 
Tel Aviv is something 
which Jordan cannot accept 
any more. 


years. It is regrettable, said 
the writer, to see rich 
Palestinians refraining 
from helping their kinsmen 
who are in desperate need 
following the failure of the 
donor nations to fulfill their 
promises to them. 
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By Nicholas Doughty 

Reuter 


LONDON — In the heady 
days after the fall of the 
Berlin wall, there was a 
dream that all the states of 
Europe could join with 
North America and build a 
better world based on coop- 
eration rather than the 
threat of conflict. 

One of the best was to do 
this, said politicians from 
both East and West, was to 


build up a fledgling body 

ifei 


called the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation 
in European (CSCE), mak- 
ing it a forum that would 
prevent conflicts and ensure 
human rights. 

Now, almost five years 
after the collapse of com- 
munism in Eastern Euto- 
poe, the dream has been 
submerged in the mire of 
Bosnia and of other con- 
flicts that have resurfaced. 

The S3 members of the 
CSCE, which groups all 
European countries with 
the United States and 
Canada, meet this month in 
Budapett to prepare for a 
December summit that may 
be the last real chance for 
tbe organisation to deliver 
on its promise. 

So far. diplomats say. 
there is a Uttie sign thai it 
can be rescued from grow- 
ing obscurity — since its 
members have increasingly 
different and even conflict- 
ing interests. 

Secretary- General 
Wilhelm Hoynck, who 
wields virtually no power in 


tbe organisation that grew 
out of a 1975 East-West 


conference in Helsinki, 
lamented earlier this year 
that the CSCE “does not 
seem to be in fashion.' 


t» 


Critics say it is little more 
than a loosely organised 
talking shop on human 
rights and minority issues. 

Those who defend the 
organisation say it never 
received real backing from 
key Western governments 
ana that its role, however 


limited, has been important 
in reducing tension by send- 
ing low-key diplomatic and 
observer missions to areas 
of tension. 

Either way, diplomats 
and analysts say the 
Budapest meeting, which 
starts on Oct. 10, could be 
the last opportunity for this 
pan-European body to 
make a real mark on secur- 
ity issues. 

“Failure at Budapest may 
signify the political death of 
the CSCE," says a report 
from the independent 
British- American Security 
Information Council, pub- 
lished last month. 

Among the major pow- 
ers, only Russia is poshing 
to turn the CSCE into a 
major body with responsi- 
bility for security in 
Europe. Diplomats say this 
is because Russia knows it 
has no chance of joining 
NATO or the 12-nation 
European Union (EU). 

Moscow has proposed 
establishing a U.N. -style 
Security Council within the 
CSCE that would have the 
power of veto over actions 
by other European bodies 
such as NATO. 

By establishing a hierar- 
chy with the CSCE at the 
top, Russia would therefore 
retain a powerful voice in 
European security. Moscow 
has complained that it is 
being left out of important 
issues, including NATO ac- 
tion in Bosnia earlier this 
year. 

Russia also wants the 
Budapest meeting to hand 
over formal responsibility 
to Moscow for peacekeep- 
ing duties in troubled for- 
mer Soviet republics like 
Georgia and Tajikistan. 

The Russian proposals 
are unlikely to be accepted, 
since the CSCE works only 
through consensus — some- 
thing many diplomats say is 
a great weakness of the 
system, because it is diffi- 
cult to get 53 countries to 
agree on any given subject. 

Major Western powers 
are unwilling to subordinate 


NATO to the CSCE be- 
cause that would curb their 
freedom of action. 

Moscow’s former satel- 
lites in Eastern Europe are 
also suspicious of its mo- 
tives. They originally back- 
ed the CSCE as the future 
of security but are now 
more interested in finding 
shelter by joining NATO 
and the EU. 

As for peacekeeping in 
former Soviet republics, 
many CSCE members want 
strict controls and oversight 
of any mission run by Mos- 
cow — an idea Russia has 
so far opposed. 

The CSCE has been 
bypassed by other organisa- 
tions in peacekeeping and 
resolution of conflicts, even 
though the last summit in. 
1992 carved out a new role 
for it in those areas. 

Instead, the baton has 
passed to NATO, the EU 
and the United Nations in 


Bosnia, Europe’s worst 
conflict since World War li. 


Those who defend the 
CSCE aruge that it has 
neither the mechanisms nor 
the military structure to 
deal with conflicts and that 
it is unfair to blame it for 
failing to tackle Bosnia. 

“It has been quietly 
building a record of useful 
innovation in the area of 
preventive diplomacy,’’ 
John Maresca, former U.S. 
ambassador to the CSCE, 
wrote in a recent newspaper 
article. 

“It has shown it can help 
to head off the kinds of 
conflict we have seen in the 
last few years.’’ 

Small monitoring mis- 
sions have been sent to the 
Serbian province of Koso- 
vo, the former Yugoslav 
republic of Macedonia, 
Estonia, Latvia. Georgia 
and Nagorno-Karabakh 
and officials say they have 
helped to defuse tensions 
there. 

Mr. Maresca and others 
argued that the principle of 
consensus within the 
CSCE, while perceived as a 
weakness by many, is also a 


strength since it means that 
all European states are in- 
cluded on an equal basis 
and no one is left out. 

With no fixed abode for 
most of its life, the CSCE 
now has small offices in 
Prague, Warsaw and The 
Hague as well as the head- 
quarters in Vienna. But it 
has virtually no permanent 
staff and a tiny budget — 
just SIS million this year. 

Despite the problems, 
government leaders insist 
ways must be found to 
strengthen the CSCE, even 
though there is no extra 
money and few ideas about 
the best way ahead. 

AD of this contrasts with 
the mood at a CSCE sum- 
mit in Paris four years ago, 
when leaders prounced an 
end to the cold war and 
pledged a new age of coop- 
eration amid much fanfare. 

Germany and the 
Netherlands have suggested 
the Budapest meeting 
should boost the CSCE’s 
credibility by getting mem- 
ber states to turn to it first 
in any dispute, going to the 
United Nations only if they 
cannot reach agreement 
there. 

Again, this idea is unlike- 
ly to have real impact be- 
cause many countries want 
to keep their right to go to 
the United Nations. 

The Helsinki conference 
of 1975 was hailed by the 
West because it committed 
communist states to observ- 
ing human rights, even 
though the principles were 
flouted, then as now, by 
some countries. 

For Warsaw Pact nations, 
it provided legitimacy 
through confirmation of 
post-Worid War II borders 
in Europe. 

Beyond that, tbe CSCE 
remained tittle more than a 
forum for East-West wrang- 
ling over human rights — 
until the end of the cold war 
raised hopes that “collec- 
tive security,” embracing 
everyone’s interests, might 
have a real future. 


Yasser Zaqtreh, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, tack- 
led the question of Paleti- 
nian detainees in Isreli jails 
who continue to suffer 
from torture and depriva- 
tion. The writer said that 
every family in tbe occu- 
pied lands has a son de- 
tained in Isreali jails facing 
very severe conditions at 
the hand of the Israeli 
occupation forces. Israel 
has not kept its promise to 
release the detainees de- 
spite the Palestinian nego- 
tiators* repeated demand 
for their freedom, he 
added. Palestinian leader 
Yasser Araft had promised 
to set free all the detainees 
but to date 5,000 Palesti- 
nians remain detained, said 
the writer. 


Discussing Gulf states’ 
decision to end their _ 
boycott . of foreign firms ||t| 
dealing with or investiong 
in Israel, Mohammad 
Kawash, a writer in Al 
Dustour, said the move was 
another breach by Israel of 
Arab ranks and another 
success for the Jewish state. 
Indeed, the Gulf states! de- 
cision is bound to harden 
Israel’s negotiating position 
with the Arab confronta- 
tion states. 

EXcept for Israel and 
those individual parties like 
American firms, no one is 
happy with the Gulf stales’ 
deasion to terminate the 
boycott, said Mahmoud 
Rimawi in Al Ra’i. daily 
Even prominent leaders 
the Gulf states must be 
feeling embarrassed by this 
rash decision, which was 
unjustified at this stage 1 
while the Arab parties haw 
not yet made any progress; 
in their negotiations withl 
Israel, said the writer, rieifjj 
said the disarray in the; 
ranks of the Arab coimtnesL*^ 
and the lack of coordina-Tf.i 
tion among the Arab par-. ; fef 
ties involved with Israel iql' 
the peace process are to j 
blame for this unhap py de- 
velopment. 






-ft* 








Si 




Fahed Al Fanek, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i daily, 
accused the United States 
administration of seeking 
only to score successes in 
the form of hand shakes 
and signing of agreementse 
in the White House rather 
than helping to end Arab- 
Israeli conflict through 
Israeli withdrawal from 
Arab land. The writer said 
that the United States has 
been trying to achieve suc- 
cesses through the media 
by continuing to talk about 
the numerous projects that 
could be implemented in 
the Jordan Rift Valley but 
nothing has materialised on 
the ground. Without peace 
based on justice, said the 
writer, none of these ambi- 
tious schemes can be im- 
plemented. 


Discussing the continued;. £ 
embargo on Iraq by orders ; 
from the United States* 
Taber Al Ad wan, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, sakt 
that there was no justifies^ 
tion for this embargo any 
more and the Arab Natioii 
should not allow millions of j 
their kinsmen to fall v ictim 
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Saleh Qallab, a writer in Al 
Dustour, urged wealthy 
Palestinians to rally to the 
help of their kinsmen in tbe 
self-rule areas and the 
occupied Palestinian lands. 
Urging rich Palestinians to 
finance infrastructure pro- 
jects, the writer said weal- 
thy Palestinians ought to 
take a lesson from rich 
Jews living abroad who, he 
said, have been fi nan cing 
Israel’s industrial, econo- 
mic and agricultural 
schemes over the past 50 


to hunger and disease. The 
writer said perhaps it is in 4 _ 
the interest of -the United^}- 
States to maintain the 
embargo on the Iraq? peo- 
ple for another 10 years;: 
but it is not in the interest 
of the Arab masses to see' 
their kinsmen dying to 
satisfy the greed of other 
nations. 

Sami Maaytah. a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, criti- 
cised some members of 
Muslim Brotherhood for 
presenting a negative im- 
age of their group.- He said 
those members have been 
acting in such a manner 
exceeding the limits of their 
group’s policies and stands 
regarding domestic and ex- 
ternal policies adopted by 
the Kingdom. The writer 
said that the Islamic move- 
ment is to be commended 
for drawing public's atten- 
tion to the dangers inherent 
in dealing with the Zionists 
but, be said that since thd 
struggle against the Zionist= 
is long and difficult the 
extremist elements within 
the Islamic movement;,-, 
should not be allowed to bejSj; 
carried away with theu^ 17 ™ 
sentiments. . -P* 
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Crown Prince returns home 


(Continued Grom page 1) 
wall." 

In reply to a question on 
the influence of present de- 
velopments on the image of 
Arabs in the Western media. 
Prince Hassan said that he 
extended an invitation to the 
European Broadcasters Un- 


ion to gather in Amman or 
any other Islamic capital to 
meet with their counterparts 
in Muslim countries. 

He said he believed that 
the distorted images of Arabs 
and Muslims require that 
both Arabs and Muslims taW> 
the initiative to correct them. 


■ 

Rwandan orphans learn 
forgiveness and love 


Washington warns Baghdad 

(Continued from page 1) 


The ministry, in a state- 
ment over Kuwaiti Televi- 
sion, ordered reservists who 
bad been due to be called up 
in 'November or December to 
report to barracks on Sun- 
day instead. 

Defence Secretary William 
Perry said the Iraqi troop 
movements “are not routine 
and are not typical of what 
we've seen in the past, and 
therefore they do cause us 
concern.’' 

One senior Pentagon offi- 
cial said, “Yes, there have 
been movements. Exactly 
what they mean, we don’t 
know." The official said they 
could just be “some bluster" 
to signal Iraq’s unhappiness 
with United Nations sanc- 
tions. 

At the State Department, 
spokesman Michael McCurry 
said in a statement that Iraq’s 
Revolntionary Command 
Council must not be allowed 
to intimidate the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council and Iraq’s neigh- 
bours. 

Additional warnings were 
expected to come later from 
Madeleine Albright, the U.S. 
ambassador to the United 
Nations. 

The State Department said 
Baghdad had been informed 
that threats of force would 
not lead to an end of interna- 
tional sanctions. “To achieve 
die lifting of sanctions, Iraq 
must comply fully with all 
U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions,” Mr. McCurry 
said. 

Iraq amassed troops on the 
border of Kuwait in the sum- 
mer of 1990 and then took 
over the oil-rich emirate. The 
invasion started the Gulf war, 
in which a U.S.-led coalition 
defeated Iraq and drove out 
Iraqi forces. 

On Thursday , Baghdad 
had warned it would prevent 
U.N. monitoring of its milit- 
ary facilities unless the U.N. 
Security Council eased its 
four-year embargo on Iraqi 
oil sales. 

The council convenes next 
week to discuss whether Iraq 
has complied with U.N. con- 
ditions to lift the embargo. 

A second Pentagon official 
noted that should administra- 
tion officials care to display 
some military muscle in re- 
sponse to the Iraqi moves, 
the aircraft earner USS 
George Washington is cur- 
rently in the Adriatic Sea and 
could be shifted to the Gulf 
region. 

At present, there are about 
eight navy ships in the Gulf 
region, including an amphi- 
bious ready group headed by 
the USS Tripoli that includes 
about 2,000 marines. 

One of a series of military 
exercises with U.S. army 
troops is also slated to occur 
later this month, in which 
1350 U.S. troops were slated 
to join forces with Kuwaiti 
forces in a field exercise. 

The United States has 
maintained a large amount of 
military weaponry and sup- 
plies in Kuwait, which troops 
tm exercise use to train in the 


desert environs. There have 
been two to three such exer- 
cises every year since the 
Gulf war. 

At the U.N., Iraq’s chief 
envoy charged Friday that 
the sanctions have caused in- 
tolerable suffering in his 
country. 

Deputy _ Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz, in an address 
Friday to the United Nations 
General Assembly, accused 
the U.S. government of “fab- 
rications and falsifications 
used as pretexts to prolong 
the iniquitous (oil) embar- 
go.” 

Under the terms of the 
Gulf war ceasefire, Iraq must 
destroy its deadly weapons 
systems and submit to U.N. 
monitoring before the oil 
embargo is lifted. 

In his speech, Mr. Aziz 
asserted that Iraq has met 
those conditions. The Secur- 
ity Council has said they have 
noL 

Mr. Aziz made no mention 
of the U.S. government re- 
ports that Iraq was mobilising 

troops along its border with 
Kuwait. 

The Security Council sche- 
duled closed consultations for 
Friday afternoon on the re- 
ported troop movements. 

Mr. Aziz said the United 
States and other Western na- 
tions have blocked the import 
of burial shrouds', school pen- 
cils, cloth for hospital bed 
sheets and other needed 
goods and forbade a group of 
pilgrims to fly to religious 
shrines in Iraq. 


By Hugh Nevill 

Agence France Pressc 

GOMA, Zaire — At the 
Ndosho orphanage on 
, Zaire’s border with Rwan- 
da, administrators are set- 
tling in for the long haul. 

“These children are not 
going back to Rwanda any 
time soon,” says Lai ami 
MI met, a Zairean doctor 
who cares for some 1,500 
Rwandan orphans and chil- 
dren separated from their 
parents on a sharp-stoned 
lava field a few kilometres 
west of the Zairean border 
town of Goma. 

One hundred forty of the 
children are still trauma- 
tised, gazing vacantly into 
space, or curled up. 

“All we can do is give 
them extra attention,” Dr. 
Mimet says. 

The remainder are hun- 
gry for human contact, 
thrusting small, trusting 
hands into visitors' palms. 

There are a couple of 
balls in the camp, and the 
children make their own of 
wadded paper. The most 
common toy seems to be a 
twirling button on two 
strings. 

Dr. Mimet says 172 chil- 
dren have been reunited 
with their parents — “one 
mother found six children 
here” — but the reunifica- 
tion rate has virtually halted 


now. The camp originally 
cared for just 40 Zairean 
orphans, divided into two 
groups with a “mother” for 
-each. 

When bloodletting en- 
gulfed Rwanda, 3,000 
Rwandan children arrived, 
but half have since been 
distributed among other 
orphanages around Goma. 
round Goma. 

The heavy rains — tor- 
rential all-day downpours 
— are just about to start, 
and all new money trickling 
in from donors is going into 
permanent buildings. Most 
of the aid agencies sup- 
plying tents and other 
equipment “will be gone 
tomorrow,” Dr. Mimet 
prophesies. 

The children are dressed 
in tee-shirts and shorts or 
dresses for the girls, and 
almost all wear bright plas- 
tic shoes to protect their 
feet from the lava rock. The 
toddlers — given names by 
camp staff — have dispos- 
able nappies. 

Food is cooked in giant 
pots over wood cbooped 
from nearby forest, now 
fast disappearing. 

The orphans go all the 
way up to 18. Most are 
Hutu, but 50 are Tutsi. 

That created tensions. 
Dr. Mimet said, because 
even the children had 
learned to hate the other 


“One permanent Security 
Council member, namely the 
United States of America, 
obstructs persistently any 
step towards correct legal ap- 
plication of the resolutions of 
the council, particularly those 
relating to lifting sanctions 
upon Iraq,” Mr. Aziz. 

After Mr. Aziz spoke, 
U.S. ambassador Albright 
called his address “one of the - 
most ridiculous speeches deli- 
vered at the U.N. by Iraq.” 

However, the United Na- 
tions Iraq-Kuwait Observer 
Mission, which patrols the 
border, said all appeared 
quiet on both sides. “We 
don’t have any information 
about massing troops at the 
border,” said spokesman 
Besselin Rostov. 

Saad Jabr, chairman of the 
London-based Free Iraq 
Council of political exiles, 
said that in the last few days a 
number of disaffected offic- 
ers, including several in the 
Republican Guard, rose 
against President Saddam 
Hussein. 

He said the security forces 
arrested the officers, but it 
was unclear bow many were 
involved. 

No substantiation was im- 
mediately forthcoming from 
other sources. However, de- 
tails on previous coup 
attempts provided by the son 
of former Iraqi Prime Minsi- 
ter Saleh A1 Jabr was later 
substantiated by other 
sources. 


U.S. drive on 
landmine ban seen 
as impractical 


Sharaa delivers letter to Clinton 


(Continued from page 1) 

could be one of the last major 
components of a comprehen- 
sive Arab-Israeli peace 
agreement. 

“Syria is prepared to meet 
the requirements of peace,” 
Mr. Sharaa told reporters be- 
fore a meeting with Mr. 
Christopher on Thursday (see 
1 * 8 ® 2) “At the forefront of 
these requirements is the full 
withdrawal from the Golan.” 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin this week de- 
fended his peace policy be- 
fore parliament on Monday, 
vowing that Israel would not 
give up any of the Golan 
without total peace with 
Syria. 

“No force will make us 
jjjove a single centimetre on 
®e Golan plateau if there is 
opt total genuine peace,” Mr. 
Rabin said as be opened the 
wrnter session of parliament. 

Israeli has proposed a li- 
mited withdrawal from the 
Golan, without uprooting 
Jewish settlements in the 
territory, with a three-year 
probationary period before 
further withdrawal. ■ 

With Israeli Foreign Minis- 
- ter Shimon Peres in Washing- 
ton this week, the United 
.States sought to help resolve 
Of the disputes over the 
Golan by pledging to partiri- 

P ate in an international 

Peacekeeping force in the re- 
gion as part of a peace settle- 


Questions on the timetable 
for Israeli withdrawal and 
security measures are not in- 
surmountable obstacles, said 
Sbai Feldman of the 
Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy. 

“The ultimate depth of 
Israel’s withdrawal and the 
tangible expressions of 
Syria's commitment to nor- 
malize relations with Israel 
pose much deeper prob- 
lems,” Mr. Feldman added. 

Mr. Feldman said 
Washington has a chance to 
win over Syria by dangling 
the benefits of the “peace 
dividends** it can reap from 
an accord, including invest- 
ment credits and other forms 
of U.S. economic aid. 

Israeli army 

(Continued from page 1) 

of Israel’s activities in Leba- 
non. told Friday’s Yediot 

Aharonot newspaper that he 
envisioned a total pullout in- 
cluding the dismantling ■ of 
Jewish settlements in ex- 
change for security guaran- 
tees. 

But the army and nearly 
two-third of Israelis opposed 
a total withdrawal, according 
to Friday’s newspapeis. 

Mr. Christopher arrives 

here Sunday on a new mis- 
sion aimed at reviving the 
stalled peace talks between 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 

LONDON — A new U.S. 
proposal to eliminate the 
scourge of anti-personnel 
mines is a dream that can- 
not be realised, but 
analysts say it might be 
possible to limit the use of 
weapons which kill 
thousands indiscriminately 
every year. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton, in the face of mounting 
international pressure to do 
something about one of the 
most common weapons in 
modern warfare, called on 
Tuesday for a deal to rid 
the globe of anti-personnel 
mines. 

“I am proposing a first 
step toward the eventual 
elimination of... 85 million 
anti-personnel mines, one 
for every 50 people on the 
face of the Earth,” Mr. 
Clinton told the U.N. 
General Assembly. 

Mr. Clinton gave no de- 
tails on bow that aim might 
be achieved. 

The idea, which shows 
how far arms control has 
moved from its traditional 
cold war agenda of limiting 
superpower nuclear arsen- 
als, has gathered ground 
because civilians are often 
killed by mines that are 
never removed from battle- 
fields. 

Human rights and medic- 
al groups have urged gov- 
ernments recently to ban 
their sale and use, with 
thousands killed and 
maimed in areas of recent 
conflict from Angola to 
Cambodia. 

Once sown, mines do not 
distinguish between friend 
or foe and are lethal long 
after wars have ended. 
Many casualties are chil- 
dren who mistake them for 
toys or villagers who stum- 
ble onto them. They make 
farm land unusable and 
hinder relief work. 

The problem, analysts 
say, is that mines are easy 
to make and have been a 
key part of modern combat 
since world war two. 

“You may as well try to 
ban bullets or barbed 
wire,” said Edward Foster, 
a defence analyst with the 
London-based Royal Un- 
ited Services Institute 

(RUSI). 

“A ban on mines would 
be impossible to verify and 
they are simply too useful 
as a tool of modern war- 
fare,” he told .Reuters. 

They can be used to deny, 
territory to an enemy, slow 

him down or channel forces 
into zones where fire can 
be concentrated on them. 
They are. equally useful to 
guerrilla fighters — mil- 
lions are still on the ground 
in Cambodia and Afghanis- 
tan — and to large conven- 
tional armies. 

Simon Wezemann of the 
Stockholm International 

Peace Research Institute 
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would be possible to ban 
sophisticated mines made 
by Western countries such 
as Italy and the United 
States, a general ban would 
be impossible. 

“The simplest kind, the 
most widespread kind, is 
matte in 40-odd countries. I 
could make a crude one in 
my own backyard and you 
can turn them out in any 
factory," he said. 

A U.N. conference next 
year will review a 1983 con- 
vention which was designed 
to limit the use of weapons 
such as landmines and 
booby-traps. Thirty-nine 
nations have signed the 
convention, widely seen as 
full of loopholes. 

But there are growing 
signs that major producers 
are finally moving to stop 
exports of mines, following 
a call in February by the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross for a ban on 
production and use of the 
weapons. 

The United States, 
France and the Nether- 
lands have all put a stop, at 
least for now, to exports. 
Britain introduced a partial 
moratorium on . mine ex- 
ports earlier this year and 
Italy, a major producer, 
has also said it will stop 
selling them. 

Diplomats said it was 
necessary to convert these 
voluntary suspensions into 
some form of binding inter- 
national agreement that 
would also indude Asian 
states like China. 

“That is one way in 
which you could certainly 
cut down on the supply of 
mines,” said one Western 
diplomat. 

Anti-vehicle mines are 
not so much of a risk to 
civilians, since they require 
greater weight to detonate. 

But modern anti- 
personnel mines, with 
innocent-sounding names 
like “butterfly" or "frog" 
are horrendous weapons 
that scatter ball bearings or 
razor shards over a wide 
area. 

Many of them, designed 
to explode at waist-height 
by jumping out of the 
ground first, are built to 
cripple rather than kill. 
Since other soldiers then 
have to remove wounded 
comrades, such mines are 
— in military terms — 
more “effident.” 

When first used en masse 
in World War II, mines 
were mostly metal cannis- 
ters, fairly easily found 
with metal detectors. 

Now, they are smaller 

and many are made of plas- 
tic, making .them harder to 
detect. They can be scat- 
tered over a wide area from 
helicopters, rather than 
sown by hand. 

So-called “intelligent 
mines” do not wait for peo- 
ple to tread on them. In- 
stead, they have sensors 

which wait until a human 
presence is detected nearby 


ethnic group. 

“We have to undo that 
thinking.” 

_ Nurses dispense medi- 
cines and treat children for 
dystentry and malaria, 
though the cholera 
epidemic that daimed 200 
lives here is over now. 

When the epidemic was 
at its height. Dr. Mimet 
said, “we had to choose 
which ones to treat — 
which ones were going to 
die in five minutes, or a 
little longer." 

No schooling is given be- 
cause, Dr. Mimet says, the 
aid agencies are against it, 
feeling it would turn the 
camp into a permament in- 
stitution. 

“But I’m pretty sure the 
kids will stay with us,” she 
says, adding that she would 
like to see . schooling, 
started, as in the nearby 
Mugunga refugee camp, 
which houses more than 
200,000 Rwandans, and 
where children sit on the 
ground in semi-drcles for 
makeshifts lessons. School- 
ing is given, too, in other 
orphanages. 

Here, instead, the staff 
organises plays, and songs 
with prizes. 

Last weekend, the theme 
was sanitation. On Satur- 
day, it will be forgiveness, 
and love. 



A small Rwandan child cries as he sits in the dirt in' a refugee camp (AFP photo) 


Forecasts of the world’s end make 
news. forecasts of its continuation don’t 


By John Cunniff 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — It’s not to 
say it won’t come, but 
doomsday seem to run into 
one delay after another, fol- 
lowed by more internation- 
al conferences at which 
additional doomsdays ■ are 
predicted. 

The delays make relative~- 
ly uninteresting reading, 
and so do not get nearly the 
publicity as the doomsday 
forecasts. A forecast of the 
world’s end makes news, a 
forecast of its continuation 
doesn't. 

The most recent dooms- 
day forecasts came from the 
just-finished population 
conference in Cairo, which 
said that overbreeding of 
humans threatens a devas- v 
taring world crisis. 

A perfectly sound pre- 
mise. one to be studied and 
considered, says Thomas 
Lambert, a critic of the 
finding. What bothered him 
was that of 152 American 
newspapers articles he re- 
viewed. only six challenged 
the “population bomb” 
assumption. 

A fellow at Washington 
University’s Centre for the 
Study of American Busi- 
ness, Mr. Lambert is among 
scores of academics who 
challenge the assumption 
that too many humans are 


devouring life's resources 
like swarms of locusts. 

There is reason to ques- 
tion the assumption made 
at Cairo, he says. Noting 
among other things that re- 
sources today are more 
available than ever before 
and that per-capita food 
production is rising around 
the world. 

Scores of other 
academics have made simi- 
lar points, sometimes point- 
ing to earlier doomsday 
conferences that made simi- 
lar forecasts and were 
shown to be wrong within 
the time period of their 
forecasts. 

Such forecasts have been 
around since man learned 
to communicate, but they 
seem in recent years to have 
found more ready accept- 
ance. 

From the Club of Rome 
in 1972 we heard that 
population growth would 
quickly lead to famines and 
severe shortages of energy, 
minerals, trees and other 
precious resources. 

Rome was followed in 
1980 by apocalyptic views 
contained in the Jimmy 
Carter administration's 
Global 2000 report, which 
forecast environmental dis- 
aster by the year 2000 un- 
less drastic measures were 
taken. 

From the Rio de Janeiro 
Earth Summit in 19S2 came 


a package of warnings that 
include global warming, 
ozone depletion, species ex- 
tinction. over-population, 
pollution, deforestation, 
food shortages, resource 
depletion. 

In every instance, bril- 
liant researchers presented 
their theses, some so pro- 
found they could be ignored 
only at great risk. But criti- 
cis point out that overall 
conclusions are another 
matter, and that's where 
they take aim. 

To begin with, they say, 
it is rather unscientific to 
reach conclusions before 
the evidence is fully pre- 
sented, and it is equally 
unscientific not to include 
all the evidence. 

Mr. Lambert, for exam- 
ple, observes that less than 
one-half of one pier cent of 
the planet's ice-free land 
area is used for human set- 
tlements. And that where 
markets are free, prices fall 
and population growth 
actually creates wealth. 

Is it too much to consid- 
er, he asks, that when peo- 
ple are wealthier they might 
also be more concerned ab- 
out the environment, and 
that population growth 
therefore might lead to en- 
hanced environmental pro- 
tection? 

In a 1992 report by the 
Institute for Policv Innova- 
tion, an economic think 


tank based in Lewisville. 
Texas, economist Stephen 
Moore made these dis- 
coveries about LLS. price 
behaviour from 1980 to 
1990: 

— Of 3S natural re- 
sources examined. 34 ex- 
perienced real (inflation ad- 
justed) price declines and 
rwo had no change. Only 
two, manganese and zinc 
had higher prices in 1990. 
Prices do not decline as 
resources are exhausted. 


most 

were in agriculture. 


stunning 


— The 
gains 

On average, food prices de- 
clined bv more than 40 per 
cent to an all-time low. 

— Despite warnings in 
the 1970s that by the year 
2000 the world's oil reserves 
would have nearlv 
vanished, inflation-adjusted 
oil prices, raxes excluded, 
were lower at the pump in 
1990 than before the 1973 
embargo. 

— Natural resources in 
the United States were ab- 
out 20 per cent less expen- 
sive in 1990 as in 19S0. Thev 
were only half as costly as in 
1950. They were only one- 
fifth as costly as in 1900. 

No critic questions that 
the world must be cautious 
and heed warnings, but as Mr. 
Lambert points" out. there's 
lots of opposing research 
out there waiting to be 
heard. 


Germany’s foreigners eye 
election with resentment 


By Michael Christie 
Reuter 

COLOGNE. Germany — 
Ahmet Terli's son and 
daughter were born in Ger- 
many, went to school here 
and will spend the rest of 
their lives among Germans. 

So when the country goes 
to the polls on Oct. 16, they 
would also like to vote like 
Germans. But they can't, 
even though they are old 
enough. 

Like 1.8 million other 
Turks whose families came 
to work here two or three 
generations ago, the Tertis 
are considered “foreigners” 
and have no say in the 
political life of the country 
they now call home. 

“Our children are born, 
said by side, in the same 
hospitals as German chil- 
dren.” 54-year-old Mr. Ter- 
li told Reuters. “Side by 
side, they go to the same 
kindergartens and schools. 
They study at the same uni- 
versities and maybe end up 
working side by side.” 

But then, he added, arms 
raised in exasperation, the 
Turks must stay at home 
while the Germans vote. 

“Integration, integration, 
integration — I have heard 

German politicians talk ab- 
out integrating foreigners 
into society a thousand 


just about paying taxes and 
buying videos.” 

There are more than 6.5 
million permanent foreign 
residents in Germany — 
eight per cent of the 
population — who like the 
Terlis cannot vote because 
German citizenship laws 
make naturalisation all but 
impossible. 

The largest ethnic group 
is the Turkish community. 

Germany's 1913 national- 
ity law defines citizenship 
along blood lines rather 
than bv residence or place 
of birth. 

Naturalisation is only 
possible after long proce- 
dures and renunciation of 
any previous citizenship. 

A recent survey by the 
Centre for Turkey Studies 
in Eseen showed that 62 per 
cent of Turks here wanted 
Germany citizenship. 

But they shy away be- 
cause they would have to 
give up their Turkish papers 
— barring them from in- 
heriting property in Turkey 
and subjecting them to their 
countrymen’s scorn. 

"After so many years, 
one loses one's roots in the 
homeland and is trans- 
planted into the second 
home.” Mr. Terli said. 
“But we still have an 

attachment to our relatives 
and origins." 


centre showed that 42 per 
cent of foreigners — mainly 
Turks, Greeks, Italians and 
former Yugoslavs — would 
vote for the opposition So- 
cial Democrats (SPD) and 
11 per cent for the ecologist 
Green. 

Only 11 per cent would 
vote for Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl's Christian Democrats 
(CDUJ and their liberal 
Free Democratic (FDP) 
coalition partners. 

The CDU has brushed 
aside calls for dual national- 
ity, saying that Germany is 
not a country of immigra- 
tion, but Mr. Kohl’s critics 
suspect some electoral 
arithmetic also played a 
part. 

“If you look at it tactical- 
ly, it is little wonder that the 
government has no interest 
in giving foreigners the 
vote,” said a spokeswoman 
for the Greens, who last 
year gathered one million 
signatures in suppport of 
dual nationality. 

Paradoxically, the survey 
showed that most fore- 
igners who would vote for 
the leftist SPD in Germany 
would back extreme con- 
servative parties in their 
home countries. 

"Clearly, they vote in 

their best interests," Faruk 

Sen, director of the Centre 

for Turkey Studies, wrote 


Mr. Kohl had vowed to 
make naturalisation easier 
after five Turkish women 
and girls were killed last 
year when a house in the 
town of Solingen was fire- 
bombed at the height of a 
surge in neo-Nazi violence 
which followed unification 
in 1990. 

But, fearing such a move 
would increase anti- 
foreigner sentiment, the 
CDU has since shelved 
those plans — at least until 
after the election. 

As they met for tea in 
their cafeteria one recent 
Friday afternoon, staff 
members of the Turkish 
Islamic Union in Cologne 
were angry and suspicous of 
Bonn's motives. 

“There seems to be a 
feeling that four million 
Nazis are better than six 
million foreigners." said 
one Turkish employees. 
"They want to force "us to 
go home." said another. 

“It's absolutely per- 
verted,” added Nail" Gal, a 
34-year-old Turk who 
teaches German. Millions 
of people were being tre- 
ated like second-class 

citizens, he said. 

The advantages of having 
a vote were obvious. “In 

order to get those votes, the 

parties would have to think 
up some policies that didn't 









U.S. treasury 


OECD nudges up growth forecasts for rich nations 


chief prescribes 


budget cut to fix 


Saudi economy 


JEDDAH, Saadi Arabia fR) 
— U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Lloyd Bentsen, after a two- 
day visit, has prescribed the 
same medicine for Saudi Ara- 
bia's ailing economy that 
helped revive the United 
States — government budget 
deficit cuts to free money for 
use by private business. 

But it is not clear whether 
the prescription will work 
equally in a country where 
.the private sector is not fully 
developed and is still heavily 
dependent on the govern- 
ment for its financial well- 
being. 

Mr. Bentsen did not seem 
to harbour such doubts as he 
gave a mostly upbear assess- 
ment of his visit to tbe 
world’s biggest oil exporter, 
which included a two-hour 
meeting with King Fahd. 

“f came away very im- 
pressed at the king’s commit- 
ment to privatisation and at 
his leadership in the budget 
reductions,” Mr. Bentsen 
told U.S. businessmen before 
leaving Jeddah to return to 
Washington. 

Mr. Bentsen said privatisa- 
tion would substantially 
boost the role of private busi- 
ness in the Saudi economy, 
making firms more efficient 
by eliminating their depend- 
ence on government money. 

After building an enor- 
mously wealthy, high- 
technology economy, Saudi 
Arabia is facing a cash crunch 
brought on by weak oil prices 
and S55 billion in payments 
towards financing the 1990-91 
Gulf war. 

To get its finances into 
better shape, the government 
has targeted a nearly 20 per 
cent cut in its SSS to S60 
billion budget this year. U.S. 
Treasury officials said chat 
King Fahd told Mr. Bentsen 
that Riyadh “would continue 
to exercise budget restraint 
into 1995.” 

Saudi Arabia has been run- 
ning an annual budget deficit 
of the order of S10 to S15 
billion. One local financial 
source said that should come 
down in 1994, although lower 
oil revenues due to weaker 
prices early this year could 
offset some of the impact of 


the spending cuts. 

The source, who declined 
to be named, estimated the 
$120 billion Saudi economy 
could shrink by two to five 
per cent this year under the 
impact of the budget cuts. 
The economy grew by a 
no min al one per cent last 
year with about one per cent 
inflation. 

Saudi officials admit tbe 
economy may be in for tem- 
porary tough times. But un- 
like the past, they do not 
expect the squeeze on gov- 
ernment finances to devas- 
tate the private sector be- 
cause business is now less 
dependent on tbe govern- 
ment. 

One Saudi official, who 
would not be identified, said 
he expected the private sec- 
tor to grow by two to three 
per cent this year, after ex- 
panding by five per cent in 
1993. Saudi officials say the 
private sector now accounts 
for about half the economy. 

The private sector has been 
hurt by the budget squeeze. 
Bankers and economists said 
the government was behind 
on payments to contractors. 

Riyadh is investigating new 
forms of financing to relieve 
pressure on domestic mar- 
kets. Mr. Bentsen and Saudi 
officials discussed tbe possi- 
bility of using financial assist- 
ance from the U.S.. Export- 
Import Bank for the king- 
dom's planned purchase of 
Boeing aircraft. 

But as it moves funding 
away from near total depend- 
ence on domestic money to 
the international arena, 
Saudi Arabia will have to 
disclose more information 
about its financial health and 
offer some sort of govern- 
ment guarantee of repay- 
ment. 

Saudi officials said they 
would also look for more 
foreign investment, including 
from medium-sized U.S. 
companies willing to share 
technical expertise and know- 
how. 

The United States, with 
some 520 billion, is already 
the biggest investor in Saudi 
Arabia. Mr. Bentsen said be 
saw room for further growth. 


PARIS (R) — The OECD 
nudged up its forecasts for 
economic growth in the de- 
veloped world Thursday but 
warned its member govern- 
ments against a resurgence of 
inflation and widening 
budget deficits. 

Staffan Sohiman, acting 
head of the 25-nadon Orga- 
nisation for Economic Coop- 
eration and Development 
(OECD), said growth is pro- 
jected to be three per cent 
both next year and in 1996. 

In its last semi-annaul eco- 
nomic outlook, published in 
June, tbe think-tank for rich 
nations forecast expansion of 
2.9 per cent in 1995. 

The outlook had projected 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth of 2.6 per cent 
for this year but sources dose 
to the forum said it was now 
co un ti n g on a slightly higher 
figure. 


“Recovery is taking hold, 
strengthening and spreading 
across the OECD area,” Mr. 
Sohiman said in a speech to 
the Council of Europe in 


Strasbo 


Gro 


mg. 

iwth 


the United 


States now may be slowing to 
a more sustainable rate fol- 


a more sustainable rate fol- 
lowing its brisk pace over the 
past couple of years. But 
across tbe OECD as a whole, 
prospects are positive and we 
are now projecting growth of 
three per cent over the next 
two years,” he said. 

The think-tank’s forecasts 
and warnings echoed those of 
tbe International Monetary 


Fund, which last week pro- 
jected global growth of three 


jected global growth of three 
per cent this year and 3.5 per 
cent in 1995. 

For Europe, the OECD 
now sees GDP growth of just 
over two per cent before a 
quickening to three per cent 


in 1995. In June its forecasts 
had been 1.9 per cent and 2.8 
per cent, respectively. 

Mr. Sohiman said that in 
countries where both reces- 
sion and recovery had come 
later than in the United 
States, growth could stiQ be 
stronger without the risk of 
inflanoa. 

Bat he warned govern- 
ments that economic expan- 
sion would only be durable if 
prices were kept under con- 
trol. 

“The most important mes- 
sage is that OECD govern- 
ments will have to take care 
not to repeat the mistakes of 
the 1980s when economies 
.were allowed to overheat,” 
he said. 

For Germany and other 
European countries, the 
focus should be on controll- 
ing budgets and keeping eco- 
nomic policy credible. 


“This time of recovery is a 
good moment to push ahead 
with fiscal consolidation,’ 1 ' he 
said. “It is not the moment 
for complacency.” 

Although the OECD wel- 
comed Japan's income tax 
cuts for tbe boost that they 
are giving to domestic de- 
mand, it said an indirect tax 
increase should be im- 
plemented once recovery 
takes bold to avoid fiscal 
problems later. 

Mr. Sohiman said streng- 
thening recovery would im- 
prove employment prospects 
m the OECD. But in many 
countries structural reforms 
would be needed to tackle 
the unemployment winch will 
not be affected by the up- 
swing in the business cycle. 

The causes and a menu of 
possible cures for structural 
unemployment were focus on 
the OECD’s recent jobs 


study. 

Mr. Sohiman was 
appointed last week after the 
OECD failed to agree on a 
successor to the outgoing 
secretary-general, Jean- 
Qaude Faye. He will remain 
in office until a new head is 
appo in ted or until Nov. 30 at 
the latest. 

European and non- 
European OECD members 
were bitterly divided over the 
two front-runner candidates 
for the job. 

Mr. Paye, who was tacked 
by nearly all European mem- 
bers for a third fi ve-y ear 
term, and Donald Johnston, 
fa nn er president of Canada’s 
liberal Party, remain in the 
running for the job. 

But diplomats said both 
men could be pulled out of 
the contest ana new candi- 
dates sought. 


EIB grants j 
$200m loan ^ 

for Maghreb 
gas pipeline t 

MADRID (R) — The Bmb- 
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has granted a $200 
loan to Europe N 


con s tru ction of a natural gas 
pipeline from Algeria to 


pipeline UWU UJ 

A statement from Spam’s 
state-owned Institute 
National de ffidrocarboros 
(INH) said the loan formed 
part of the $530 nriUfon 
approved last July for tbe 
building of the pipeline did 
woultT cover the 52&- 


candi- 1 Hassi riMel fields 


Algerian 
with tiie 


U.S. dollar remains strong against major 


currencies for second consecutive week 


Tbe following report , covering tbe period from Thurs- 
day, SepL 29, 1994 until Wednesday, Oct. 5, 1994 , is 
provided by Naser Nab nisi, private client group at 
Merrill Lyncb-Dubai 


Fundamental view: The German labour market report for 
September has provided a much needed boost for Chancel- 
lors Kohl's prospects in the Oct. 16 election. The west 
German headline (not seasonally adjusted) unemployment 
rate dropped to 7.9 per cent for September from 8.2 per cent 
for August. The cast German headline unemployment rate 
fell to 13.8 per cent from 14.7 per cent. 

Tbe mark has been showing weakness against tbe dollar 
and European crosses due to concerns about the upcoming 
election outcome. Barring an election catastrophe, the 
German market should benefit post-election as attention is 
again focused on economic fundamental. The west German 
economy grew 2.3 per cent year-over-year in the second 
quarter following a 1.6 per cent increase in the first. Data 
available since tben points to a continued recovery, but there 
is no indication that the west German economy is heading 
towards above potential, inflationary growth. Though we 
raised our 1994 growth forecast to 2 per cent from l.S per 
cent, we lowered our 1995 growth forecast to 2.3 per cent 
from 2.5 per cen. Furthermore, we no longer expea another 
official interest rate cut. 

We maintain our forecast for the mark to be trading at 
DM/USD 1.50 in six-to-tweive months time compared to the 
current exchange rate of DM/USD 1.55. 


million, much better than censensus expectations for a L 
bflKon deficit. 


Fundamental view: Bank of Japan dollar buying, uncertainty 
about Germany’s October election, and expectations of an 
imminent 5 per cent hike in Fed Funds rate has helped 
support the dollar recently. Despite that, lingering concerns 
about accelerating U.S. inflation and balance of payment 
problems are likely to dominate investors sentiment in 
coming months. We continue to look for the dollar to trade 
at DM/USD 1.50 and YPY/USD 95 in 6 to 12 months. 


Technical View: The U.S. dollar was strong against most of 
the major currencies last week. The greenback posted gains 
against five of the six currencies that we regularly monitor, 
the exception was the Canadian dollar. As a result, the U.S. 
dollar index posted its second conscecutive weekly advance 
with a rally of 0.3 per cent. However, even though 
momentum for the index is showing signs of improvement, 
put/call ratios are near overbought and the underlying 
post-February downtrend remains intact. Thus, the trading 
range of recent weeks still needs to be monitored given its 
significance as to the direction of tbe next meaningful move. 

Improtant resistance exists at 89-91; that band represents 
both the top end of the trading range and the downtrend line 
from the February high. Benchmark support exists at 
86.65-87.40. Even if that range is penetrated to the down- 
side. such weakness would not likely be technically con- 
firmed. However, unless and until the post February 
downtrend is broken, caution remains warranted. 


Our twelve months interest rate forecast is for a 90 basis 
point premium of the U.K. rate over the U.S. rate at tire 
short end and a 75 basis point premium over German short 
rates and a 230 basis point premium over German long rates. 
We maintain our twelve-month forecast for the pound to 
trade near USD/GBP 1.63 and DM/GBP 2.45. 


Technical view: The British pound fell 0.1 per cent versus tbe 
U.S. dollar during the week ended Sept. 30. Put/call ratios 
are near oversold. Momentum has been under pressure iri 
recent weeks, so any nearby rally mamy not be sustainable. 
Resistance remains at $1,586 U.S.J/L. First support exists 
near S1.51; the lower end of the trading range at S1.46 is 
second support Against the DM, sterling gained 0.3 per cent 
last week, but remains in its multi-month downtrend. 
Momentum is bottoming and seems to be gathering steam. 
Resistance remains at 2.43-2.45. with support at 2.37-2.38 
and 2.32-233. 


yen 


Zimbabwe unemployment 
Jumps to 44 per cent 


HARARE (AFP) — Zimbabwe’s unemployment rate 
jumjjed from 37.2 to 44 per cent between 1990 and 1993, and 
the situation is expected to worsen as the country's economic 
woes continue, a cabinet minister has said. Four-year-old 
World Bank-backed economic reforms have exacerbated 
unemployment levels through lay-offs of thousands of 
workers in companies reeling under the negative effects of 
the Economic Structural Adjustment Programme (ESAP).- 
“Zimbabwe is in a serious eoonomid crisis characterised by 
severe unemployment problems,” 'the minister told a public 
employment services workshop here. 


Fundamental view: The dollar has edged higher against the 
yen following a relatively peaceful outcome to U.S.-Japan 
trade talks on Sept. 30. The U.S. initiated an investigation of 
Japan’s auto parts market that could ultimately lead to trade 
sanctions, but did not teke a more aggressive posture that 
might have lead to a dumping of U.S. assets by Japanese 
investors. That said, the negotiators are not likely to have 
made much of a dent in Japan’s $140 billion trade surplus 
which is the root cause of yen strength. With Japan's conomy 
recovering slowly, the Bank of Japan appears unlikely to 
ease mpnitary policy a gain despite considerable deflationary 
pressure which are keeping real interest rates high. We 
continue to look for the dollar to drift down to tbe JPY/USD 
95 yen level in 6 to 12 months. 


Technical view: The Deutschemark fell 0.3 per cent against 
the U.S. dollar last week. Put/call data are neutral, but have 
been deteriorating in recent days. Momentum is deteriorat- 
ing, and seems to have the potential to re main under 
pressur e for the rest of the year. This suggests that the 
underlying uptrend that has been in force since Februajy is 
dose to a top. 

With that in mind, it would likely take a decline back 
through 1.59-1.61 DM/U.S.S to reverse that trend and 
confirm the action of momentum. Strong resistance remains 
at 1.48-1.52. 

Against the yen, the D-mark rallied 1.0 percent last week, 
but remains near the top end of its multi-month trading 
range. Resistance at these levels (64.50-6630), together with 
deteriorating momentum, suggests that lower prices are 
likely in coming weeks. The trading range generate support 
at 59.60. 


1 FORECAST FOR SATURDAY OCTOBER 8, 1994 

'By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroff Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Mercury goes retrograde today mak- 
ing it a good time to deal with business matters from tbe past or 
things that have been left undone. Show that you haw your teat 
firmly on the ground and that you are willing to consider other points 
of view. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) While secretive situations are 
working themselves out, you have the 7 time to plan the future more 
wisely and beneficial in tbe long run. 


Technical view: The Japanese yen fell 1.3 per cent versus the 
U.S. dollar daring the week ended Sept. 30, and was the 
weakest of the six currencies we most regularly discuss. 
Put/call ratios are viewed as neutral, but have been impro- 
ving of late. Momentum continues to deteriorate, but tbe 
underlying uptrend is still intact and it will require a decisive 
decline in tiie yen back through the 101 Y/U.S.S area to 
crack the trend and confirm tbe action of momentum. 
Beyond that, major support comes in beginning at 205. 
Benchmark resistance exists at 97.20, then below 93. 


Pound sterling 

Fundamental view: The British pound continued to show 
strength against the dollar and the DM, -trading around 
USD/GBP 1.58 and DM/GDP 2.45. Data released this week 
gave conflicting signals on inflation pressures in the U.K.: 
narrow money grew faster than expected while house prices 
may have fallen a bit in September. Revised estimates 
indicate that output growth in the second quarter of 1994 was 
about 4 per cent higher than in the second quarter of 1993. 
Spare capacity in the economy is also seen as being lower 
than earlier expected. 

Despite fears of inflation, the pound is being supported by 
expectations that Chancellor Kenneth Clarke and Governor 
Eddie George are committed to containing inflation below 
their target range of 4 per cent. The pound is also drawing 
strength from better-th an -expected current account data: the 
cunent account deficit for.the-second quarter was only L664 



THE BETTER HALF, 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You may be disapp oin ted by a friend 
in the morning, but later you find that others are congenial and 
helpful for a new project. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You can handle outside duties very' 
well, except hi the early morning, so keep busy on various 
endeavours. The evening is fine for socialising. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Some small slight oa the 
part of your mate should be forgotten and more though! can brirife 
greater happiness. Drive wisely. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You may not agree on one pant with 
partners, but be willing to compromise and all will be well. Attend a 
social function with your mate. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) There may be some small 
change in some venture you have started, but take this in your stride 
and everything will come out great. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Get ar those important duties 
for which you have tittle time during tiie busy worfc*week. Take 
health treatments to improve your appearance. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Find another kind of 
pleasure which does not cost too much so that you need not get into 
debt. Avoid an irate loved one at all cost. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Get that situation 
at home fixed up before you go out on the town with your loved ones 
as you want to do. Conversations prove interesting. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Be more careful in 
driving and then you can visit friends and relatives. Be careful with 
your money today so there is some for later. 


By Gfasbergen 



PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Cany through with plans you 
made instead of doing something drastic. Go after your personal 
aims in tbe evening and you will have fun. 


Birthstone of October Opal Tourmaline 


THE Daily Crossword by Virginia Yates 


Andy Capp 


i suppose it's 

RIGHT IN A WAY# 
“JACiC OPPOSITES 
DO ATTRACT. ME 
AND FLO FOR 
7 INSTANCE— 



SHE'S TALL, 
I'M SHORTISH— 
SHE'S FAIR 
I'M DARK- 



9 1«l«H«ft 

fit* ■" InIMiTlOS AHWKTlQMk 
lalaotlmwiri -t 


“Careful... if we kiss longer than 15 
seconds, I get a Charley horse in 

my upper lip!” 


ACROSS 
7 Brawl 
4 Pretended 
9 Dialer's ban* 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four orefinary words. 


RYFIA 






BROAN 



cowhand r 
15 Fancy fabric 
15 Palatine's Pty 
17 To begin with 

19 Unruffled 

20 Help grow 

21 Having no Axed 
GmU 

23 Apartment 

25 Carpooied 

26 Short or p< 

29 Trucker's spa* 
31 Venetian arts 

35 Noah's scan 

36 Tlftany measure 
38 Wispy ofcxids 
38 Sura thug 

42 Onon star 

43 Tafl tales 

44 Sevemenof 
music 

45 Catastrophic 
47 Term stroke 

46 Trad source 
49 Israeli port 

Si Drab songbird 
53 Pitchng feat 
55 Minnes o t a i aka 
60 Arizona Indwi 


p— t 


■anil 


iaae; 


OlfiM TitmUtfi 
(If iiQflTf llnimn 


22 Memos from the 
boss 

24 Delayed beyond 
the expected 


Pnzrfo solved; 
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Markets 


Jordan Thm 


CtfTflK? 

Sttr flcg PW? 
Diobcte Mtfi 
5vte Franc 
Freffd Franc 


in CD ppwtfon with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Mew /o\k 
CZv&iz 




Tokyo 

Clow 
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Eanrpcao Cmretty Urir 


im Pk nx; 


P CMC 


1-58*2 

1-5454 

7,2715 

5 . 274 p»» 

*79,55 

J.2552** 
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1 . 5445 
7,g795 

5, 2750 

<9,61 
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xbau nruvtL BUS 
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XSJHZC BACK 


WKWI WV FDR 


Dcmcftw Mirfc 


&pte Fi 


*- .*V 


\4 m - S- 


4.93 

5,57 

4 m 7S 

3,75 

5-37 

2-06 


Eopem CfTtficy \Jrii \ s aS& 


5.45 

5.81 

5.00 

4.00 

5.62 


2 . 7 * 


*.00 


5. *2 
6-37 


4- 72 

5- *7 
2.37 


lAMMor £ 


Metal 

Grid 


USD/Oz J0/Gm e Mffol 
391. *5 7.70 Silver 


5.93 

7.00 

5.50 

4.50 

6.37 

2.5* 

*.ts 
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6.25 


an okm. trading enr 
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5-59 


US. DoUtr 
Sorting Pond 
Douche Mark 


French Fi 


Japanese Yen* 
Dntch Gnfckr 
S w ed is h Krona 
llriin Lira 0 


Mgta Fi 
1 hr » 


0.6970 

7.7045 

0.4570 

0 - 544 ? 

0.1520 

0.6992 

0 . 402 * 

*«*«« 

0.0444 


0.72* 
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0.6990 

7 . 770 Q 

0.4533 

0.5469 

0.7327 

0.7027 

0.404* 
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18a. Dos 

4.020 
4.POO 
2.920 

2.990 

a. 

2.900 

1.740 

1.490 

3.990 
0.900 
J -220 

1.440 

a. 720 

1-940 

1.054 

2.430 

1.710 

1.020 

4.440 

5.100 

3.540 

2.740 
1.210 
0.980 
1.110 

11.440 

2.540 

1.710 
1.310 
3.700 
9.560 

7.490 
5-670 
0.320 
1.020 

4.100 
2.000 

3.000 
3.700 
2.730 

16.460 

1.000 
7.500 
3-250 
1.210 
4.220 

2.710 
5.390 
1.620 
5.040 
0.840 
5.400 
C.OOO 
2.330 
3.010 
2.090 
4.420 
2.910 


120,415 

711.944 
04,000 
19,012 
79,032 
00.706 
27,042 
79,697 

192,136 

24,923 

29,040 

2,274 

191,271 

446 

44,512 

14,158 

27,567 

47,287 

420 

5,344 

210.505 
121,026 

10.469 
6.293 

11,244 

7,317 

10.725 

1,309,16V 

39,999 

117 

107.505 

42.944 
4,402 

27.470 
11,240 
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45, 144 
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1.170 
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1.140 

11.500 

2.600 

3.730 

1.170 

2.7BD 

9.550 

7.500 

5.250 
9.008 
4.950 

6.400 

3.800 
2.940 
3.650 
3.700 

16.400 

1.010 

7.100 

1- 250 
1-42D 
4.130 

2 .r >8 

5.390 

1.570 

5-000 

0.860 

5.400 

5.800 

2.100 

3- 990 
3.120 

4.250 
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Sand! RiyaJ 
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Egyptian found 
Omni Rlyal 
UAE Dirham 
Greek Drachma 0 
Cypriot found 
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0.1291 
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1.3950 


6/10/19*4 
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0.1874 

2.3470 
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0.3250 
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6,248 

49,414 

485 

84,234 

22,103 

31,294 

158,040 

49,748 

253,112 

78,244 

112,729 

21,107 

101,548 

964,480 


0.910 

0.690 

0.500 
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2.338 
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Battery problems still brake Trading 
progress on electric cars at AFM 


PARIS (R) — Car makers at 
the Paris have said that prog- 
ress towards launching a vi- 
able mass-market, electric 
car was still painfully slow 
despite much research. 

Few manufacturers even 
bothered to display their 
vehicles, in marked contrast 
to the Amsterdam car show 
last year where makers 
proudly showed a total of 17 
electric cars. 

‘The problem is that we 
stOl need a revolution in bat- 
tery technology. At the mo- 
ment the electric car cannot 
compete with the convention- 
al engine,” said Mazda 
spokesman Fntoshi Tafcano. 

“Whatever other manufac- 
turers say, everyone faces the 
problem of power supply. 
Conventional batteries are 
too heavy, need too long to 
charge and have too limited a 
capacity,” he explained. 

A new report from the 
London-based Economist In- 
telligence Unit into new en- 
gine development concludes: 
“The electric vehicle is not 
the car of the future. It will 
continue to lack suitable 
technology leading to serious 
drawbacks, notably a limited 
range between recharges and 
excessive weight, making the 
car fundamentally ineffi- 
cient.’* 

France’s PSA Peugeot- 



A gener al view of the Paris motor show (AFP photo) 


Citroen was more optimistic, 
however. The company has 
been running a project with 
an electric Peugeot 106 and 
Gtroen AX in the town of La 
Rochelle and plans to bring 
the 106 electric to market 
next year. 

It also unveiled a concept 
car called the Ion which it 
says is the first car designed 
as an electric one rather than 
an adapted version of a con- 
ventional car. The company 
expects to market the Ion m 
1998 or 1999. 

“We still believe very 
strongly in the concept as a 
way of combatting city pollu- 
tion,” said Jose Mailbe, 
spokesman for PSA. “For 
going to work or shopping in 
a city, tire electric car has 


LONDON EXCHANGE BATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreig n Exchange and 
bullion markets Friday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 


1.3481/91 

1.5408/18 

1.7244/54 

1.2760/70 

31.69/73 

5.2642/92 

1565.9/7 .4 

99.91/01 

7.3302/02 

6.6925/75 

6.0217/67 

51*5912/22 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One ounce of gold $392.80/393.30 


sufficient range." 

Contemporary electric cars 
have ranges of between 100 
and 250 kilometres and top 
speeds of 100 to 130 kph. 
They need many hours to 
recharge, however. 

A problem often cited by 
scientists is that generating 
the electricity for battery- 
powered cars in conventional 
fossil-fuel power stations 
pumps out more polluting gas 
than an ordinary petrol or 
diesel car. 

Many of the car makers 
which produce electric vehi- 
cles sell or lease them to fleet 
customers, many of which are 
public bodies such as postal 
services involved in 
government-sponsored to* 
search projects. 

But this is hardly new — in 
London as long ago as 1910 
there were already 10,000 
electric utility vehicles in use. 
They used lead batteries. 
Modern vehilces still either 
use these or nickel-cadmium 
batteries. 

Germany's BMW, which is 
involved in an electric car 
project on the island of 
Ruegen with other German 
car makers, is using sodium- 
sulphur batteries which it 
says are the most efficient 
around at the moment 

“We are working on the 
idea and on the batteries but 
are not planning to bring 
anything to market in the 
near future. The battery is 
still not good enough,” said 
BMW spokesman Louis- 
Michel Bergereau. 
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6:30 - Midnight 

s. Air CorKfifidned Had y 


| OpealtX-3J0im-U±^\ 

Take away is avaBablm 

9M Af-Arab Street 
LOT) unaran uonrnBrvai l&TvB 

Tel.: 661174 

.face lasted AhMyiimed, 


FOR RENT 


DefuxeViasffldAMr&neflte 
In Amman . 

For further details please call 
SANABR. real estate 
I TEL : 864230 FAX 864231 



rices 

Cool ! : 


To Suit All 


The first A best 
. Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 


Time Out Bar T V 

S w c i}yA*i I*;. .! . ^ 6 ^ 1 T 


Quality Furnished Flats 


7 - ■ - • . 7 ; ; - " 




■Hi r J . / 


St 




Pasta 

Exotic Sandwiches 
jj^Tiambn 


FOR 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 638968 


i i« ■- i i ■ < ■ 


^ Cbnsultatits :: 


A, «M*q 

% Stesni- Tel 680670 
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Apptiancr Cara & Repair. 
Automobile Cara. 

i 

I »t your borne, or in our shops ) 
24 HOUR EMERGENCE' SERVICE 
Home Impnmmcnt & ConsnucdoB. 
24 HOUR PLUMBING 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 
unwanted junk hauled 

WINTER SPECIAL, with (his add, 
we will deto^enkerndm up yoor 

central heating, also servfce and 
rtnleria jour A conditiofiingfor t5JDs- 


J. »s r jl 


K 




@ Superior Hotel Services for 

Businessmen & Families & its 

N^GrEsCo BaR 




One and two Bedrooms F 
Reasonable Races For 
Short or Long Stay ’■ 

^ 5 th Circle 

1 674563 - 674551 > 




ForanorwsueltmnlBgout... 

. ws& vis plea se. 

It’s fufltestic. 


® Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 




I 


r 

i' 
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Kurdi Stores 

Suwaifiah TeL 827 IQS 


HAVE YOUR GRILL 
CHOOSE YOUR 

SAUCE AND 
ENJOY A FREE 
SALAD BAR 

SHMEISANI 

TEL. 666*140 - 609071 


at AFM j 

drops ; 
prices 
remain 

i 

stable 

| By a Jordan Times staff 
reporter 

AMMAN — Share prices, 
recovering from a four-week 
downward spiral, remained 
mostly stable and trading 
! dropped at the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) last 
week as investors took up 
positions awaiting further de- 
velopments in the peace pro- 
cess and signs of projects 
resulting from Israeli- 
Jordanian negotiations, brok- 
ers said Friday. 

They described the week as 
a “stepping stone” for prices ; 
and expected trading to pick 
up after fears of taxation of ■ 
capital gains bad plunged 
stocks to all-year lows since .. 
Aug. 30. 

The weekly report of the - 
AFM said turnover for the 
week ending Thursday was „ 
JD 5.9 million, down 30.6 
per cent from the previous ' 
week's JD 8.5 million. * 

The general share price in- 
dex based on 60 major com- 
panies dosed at 145.8 points, 
down 0.3 points or 0.2 per . 
cent from the week’s opening 
of 146.1 points. The index ‘ 
had gone down to 140 shortly ; 
after reports said in late Au- 
gust that the government was 
planning to remove income 1 
tax exemptions granted to 
capital gains, including equity 
increases as a result of AFM 
trading. 

The upturn m prices in the 
last two weeks was attributed 
to intervention by some of 
the major institutional buyers 
in the market to avert a furth- 
er slide. 

Another factor taken posi- 
tively by investors as reports 
that Israel and Jordan had.!, 
made major progress in their, 
peace negotiations and that" 
the Jewish state was poised to 
announce the beginning of a 
military withdrawal from 
Jordanian lands it has occu- 
pied since 1984. But that 
announcement failed to 
materialise at a meeting be- 
tween His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hass an and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres at the White 
House on Oct- 3. However, 
the focus of the meeting was 
development of the Jordan 
rift valley which -was wel- 
comed by investors who ex- 
pea projects in the valley to 
benefit Jordanian firms. 

a 

Shares of 72 companies 
were traded during the week, 
with 17 of them showing 
gains, 42 losing and 13 re- 
maining stable, the AFM re- 
port said. 

The separate sectoral in- 
dices showed that industrial 
stocks registered a drop of 
one point, or O.S per cent, 
followed by the insurance 
sector with a decline of 0.4 
points, or 0.3 per cent, com- 
mercial banks and financial 
corporations gained 0.1 
point, or 0.3 per cent, and the 
services sector posted an in- 
crease of 1.3 points, or one 
per cent. 

Industrial stocks accounted 
for the biggest share in the 
trading volume with JD 2.8 
million, or 47.2 per cent, 
followed by the services sec- 
tor with 1.9 million, or 32.1 
per cent, commercial banks 
and financial corporations 
with JD 1.2 million, or 20.2 
per cent, and insurance stock 
with JD 32,000, 0.5 per cent. 

The AFM report said 2.3 
million shares changed hands 
under 4,427 contracts during 
the week. 

“In general, last week was 
good in terms of stability 
although the volume was 
low.” said a broker who attri- 
buted the low turnover to a 
trend among investors to 
“take up position and await 
further developments.” 


OmniLink 

HAM7F.H GROUP I 


Detaxe Famished Offices. 

■ Secretarial Services. * Courier Services. 
” Translation & lnicrpsttuig "Fusixnjfc. 
Ami many other services 


ShfmamaHamzeh Goner aManioo Si 
P.O. Box 930171 •Afnmui 11193 J#d*n. 
TeL 6779« ftn (062-© 693197* 
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Princess Hay a advances at Aslan 


Chinese swimmer breaks* 




showjumping championships world 200 medley record 






Her Royal Highness Princess Haya Friday puts at the 12th Asian Games in Hiroshima (AFP 
her hqrse Sparky I through its paces at the photo) 
first round of the showjumping championship 



OcM7 
5:00 pm 


8:30 pm 


octia 
7:30 pm 

9:30 pm 


Oct 19 a 21 
6.30 pm 


Oct 20 
8:30 pm 




Oct 22 & 23 
7:30 pm 


9-.30 pm 


Oct 24 
5:00 pm 


u Hi \ ii 

Under the Patronage of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor 


inauguration of The Spanish Contemporary 
Engraving end Muttiptted Sctdphue Exhfoltton 
at the Nallonai Gallery of Fine Arts, 

Jabal Al Webdeh (wffl remain open tfll Oct 30th) 

■Vicente Amigo* Modem Flamenco Jazz Concert 
with a wonderful dinner precedng the show 
Jordan BaBroom/Grand Ballroom, 

Forte Grand Amman 

JD30 Inclusive of tax and service 

“Vicente Amigo" Modem Flamenco Jazz Concert 
Royal Cultural Centre, Amman 
A superb gourmet cflnner 
Anddusla Restaurant, Forte Grand Amman 
Dinner & show JD30, show only JD7 
inclusive of tax end service 


“Jos* Marfa Gallardo* Oasslcci Guitar Recital 
following an exquisite dinner 
Jordan Bcfiroom/Grand Ballroom. 

Forte Grand Amman 

JD3Q Inclusive of tax and service 


“Ciudad de Sevttcf Flamenco Show and 
"Ylana” Comical Mime Group Show 
IbRawtng an exquisite dinner 
Grand Ballroom, Forte Grand Amman 
JD40 Inclusive of tax end service 


“Ciudad de SevHaT Ramenco Show 
Palace of Culture, King Hussein Sports aty 
JD7 

A spectaaiar gourmet (ftmer with 
■Ylkma” ComfccJ Mime Gro up Show 
Grand Ballroom, Forte Grand Amman 
JD 30 Inclusive of tax and service 


Danxa Invisible* Rock Concert 

Palace of Culture, King Hussein Sports aty 

JD6 


Tickets sold at Forte Grand 
For further details and reservation, please call 59651 1 


Ineftlieie 

Osnnlat 






HOVA^IORDMAN 


❖ 

FORTE 

GRAND 


Proceeds to the benefit of Noor AI Hussein Foundation 


HIROSHIMA (R) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Haya, joined the ranks of 
royal athletes Friday riding 
in her first major interna- 
tional showjumping com- 
petition at the Asian 
Games. 

Elegantly dressed in a 
navy blue blazer and white 
riding pants, the 39-year- 
old Princess made it 
through comfortably to the 
third round of the indi- 
■ vidual competition, tying 
for seventh place with 
twelve other competitors. 

Riding on “Sparky I,'* a 
whitish gray stallion, the 
Princess knocked down 
only one jump in each of 
the rides. 

On Sunday when the fin- 
al rounds take place. Prin- 
cess Haya will be np against 
the event's other star 
attraction — popular Filipi- 
no actress and niece of for- 
mer President Corazon 
Aquino, Mikaela Cojuan- 
co. 

Cojuanco, riding on 
“Principe." is trailing the 
Princess, and is currently 
tied for 27th place. 

“I would like to win a 
medal," Princess Haya said 
as she was surrounded by 
reporters who were kept at 
arms distance by body- 
guards. 

Fans watching the event 
were impressed by the 
Princess' grace and her 
ability to overcome the 
pressure she is under as a 
sporting royal. 

“It can't be easy for 
her," one spectator said. 
“Everyone is looking for 
her to make a fall.” 

Princess Haya is very 
prominent in Jordan’s sport 
scene acting as patron of 
many local sports associa- 
tions. 

If she does win a medal 
she will not be the first 


royal to do so. 

In 1960 King Constantine 
of Greece won an Olympic 
gold medal in yachting mid 
Britain's Princess Anne is a 
former three-day event 
equestrian champion. 

And many other mem- 
bers of royal families have 
been members of Olympic 
squads. 

Princess Anne also rode 
in the 1976 Olympics and 
Prince Albert of Monaco 
has been a member of the 
bobsleigh team in three 
Winter Olympic Games. 

Spain’s current royal 
family leads the way in 
Olympic competition. 

Prince Felipe, heir to the 
Spanish throne, was a 
crewman in three-man sol- 
ing class yachting - at the 
Barcelona Olympics in 
1992 and his father King 
Juan Carlos competed in 
dragon class yachting at the 
1972 Munich Olympics 
while his mother Queen 
Sofia was in Spain's yach- 
ting team at the 1960 games 
in Rome. 

Princess Haya who is 
studying at Oxford Uni- 
versity, was the first 
female to represent Jordan 
in international showjump- 
ing at die age of 12. 

Now three of the five 
riders in the Jordanian 
team are women. No other 
Middle Eastern country has 
such a large female contin- 
gent. 

“It is my belief that they 
can and will make of their 
lives what they wish to,” 
said the Princess of women 
in other Arab countries. “It 
is up to them what they 
wish to achieve,” she said 
in earlier statements. 

The Princess aims to 
make the Asian Games her 
next step to competing in 
tbe Olympic Games in 
Atlanta in 1996. 


Atlanta Games welcome 
for Palestine, Israel 

HIROSHIMA (AFP) — Atlanta Olympic organisers 
dream of seeing Palestine and Israel walk into the opening 
ceremony side-by-side at the 1996 Games. 

Tbe dream has come a stage closer with desire expressed 
by Palestine's sports chief here to see a presence in Atlanta. 

“We would like to send at least 20 athletes to Atlanta,” 
said Rabi Al Turk, president of the Palestine Olympic 
Committee who accompanied a table tennis player to the 
Asian Games. 

Former Atlanta mayor Andrew Young, who played an 
important part in getting the games for the U.S. city, has 
always said he would like to see Palestine and Israel 
athletes at the 1996 Olympics. 

To go to Atlanta they would need to be made full 
members at the IOC session in Budapest next June as 
invitations for the 1996 Games go out July 19. 



Two story villa in Um-Uthiena, con- 
sists of three apartments and 
basement. 

Please call 821141 or 821917 
for more details 



Compact Audio Visual Entertainment 
Centre & Dance Pub. 


HIROSHIMA (AP) — Mul- 
tilatented swimmer Lu Bin 
broke a world record Friday 
as China's Asian Games gold 
medal juggernaut stretched 
from tbe pool to the softball 
field. 

Meanwhile, the first posi- 
tive drug test of the games 
was reported. A Thai soccer 
player was found to have 
taken ampheta m ines, news re- 
ports in Japan and Thailand 
said. Defender Sirisak 
Kadalee's team has lost all 
three of its games so fax in the 
soccer tournament and was 
out of quarterfinal conten- 
tion. __ .. 

India won its first gold of 
these games by blanking In- 
donesia in the men’s team 
tennis final. 

In their heated battle for 
second place in the medals 
race — far behind China's 54 
golds — South Korea and 
Japan each picked up three 
golds Friday and were tied at 


The Chinese captured 11 
golds Friday — six in swim- 
ming, where their women re- 
main unbeaten after 12 r aces; 
two in weightlifting, and one 
each in fencing, shooting and 
softball. 

South Korea won two in 
shooting and one in women’s 
volleyball. Japan won its gold 
in equestrian, swimming and 
shooting competition. 

China had 97 medals in all, 
to 72 for Japan, 40 for South 
Korea and IS each for 
Kazakhstan and Taiwan. 

Swimmer Lu brought her 
own medal count here to 
three golds and two silvers by 
leaving the competition be- 


Asian Games 

hind nT tbe 200-metre indi- 
vidual medley, which com- 
bines four strokes. She ear- 
lier had won gold in the 
women's 200 freestyle and 
400 freestyle relay, and silver 
in tbe 100 freestyle and 100 
backstroke. 

Lu, world champion in the 
200 medley, won in 2 mi- 
nutes, 11.57 seconds, break- 
ing the 2:11.65 set by team- 
mate Lin Li at the 1992 
Olympics. 

China's Dai Guohong won 
the silver in 2:15.42 and 
Japan's Hitomi Maehara the 
bronze in 2:15.73. 

Japan scored the only 
break in China's mastery in 
tiie pool Friday when Hajime 
Itoi won the 100-metre back- 
stroke in a games recod time 
of 56.08 seconds. 

For China’s women, Luo 
Ping won the 800-metre 
freestyle in an Asian record 
of 8:32.40 in a 1-2 Chinese 
finish, and China's 4:07.69 
finish in the 400 medley relay 
was more than three seconds 
ahead of Japan. 

In the men’s 200 butterfly, 
China’s Xne Wei and Zhang 
Bin tied for the gold in 
2:01.47. Hu Bin won tbe 50- 
metre freestyle in a games 
record 22.76 seconds, with 
Kazakhstan's Alexei Hovrin 
second in 23.12. 

South Korea clinched tbe 
women’s volleyball gold by 
trouncing Taiwan 15-1, 15- 
11, 15-2 in Its final round- 
robin game. Later, China 
edged Japan for the bronze 
medal with a 15-11, 15-5, 
11-15, 10-15, 15-11 victory. 


Attendance at Asian 
Games is record low 


HIROSHIMA (R) — 
Attendance so far at the first 
Asian Games held outside a 
capita] city is a record low, 
figures released by the orga- 
nisers Friday showed. 

Despite a record number 
of 34 sports and 337 events, a 
total of only 114,159 people 
have attended, neaiiy-balf of 
them on just one day — the 
opening ceremony last Sun- 
day. 

“These figures are dis- 
appointing ones for us. But 
popular athletics events will 
start soon, so we are expect- 
ingmorepeople to crane,” an 
Asian Games spokesman 
said. 

But with the games nearly 
half over, there would need 
to be a dramatic surge in 
attendance to meet forecasts 
that a total of one million 
people would attend by Octo- 


ber 16. 

The most popular sport has 
been gymnastics which drew 
13,792 people followed by 
soccer with 13,156 and vol- 
leyball with 13,113 as of 
Thursday. 

With the average daily 
ticket price 2,300 yen (523), 
organisers are far away from 
getting bade even a fraction 
of the 150 billion yen ($1.5 
billion) spent to stage tbe 
event by building facilities 
like a new airport and main 
stadium. 

Organisers would not com- 
ment on speculation that 
bolding tiie games in a non- 
capital city like Hiroshima, 
which has a one million 
population, co mp a r ed with 
previous venues like Beijing, 
Bangkok and New Delhi, was 
a key reason for the low 
turnout. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 
(SUPER DELUXE) 

For rent furnished apartment 1 st floor, consists of three 
bedrooms, living room, dining room, three bathrooms & 
kitchen. (Area 180 sq. metres). With separate central 
heating & telephone. 

Location: Dahiyat Al Rashid 

For Information please call Tel. No. 695357 
- Saturday only between 9:00 ajm. till 5:00 p.m. 
ana 514463 for the rest of the week. 




It's F'u'ntastic 

Amazing Lights.. 
Fantastic Music.. 
Snacks & Drinks.. 
Dance & Fun.. 


rtnefJ 10/10/94 

^Pfll.TurinoW^ 


swvwy - * - 




, # MU. , . . . . 

...S'SKs"*' 

. m> ■■ ■ ■■ ir'/farV^ r 






yotrfSKmaPBUaeawBOH. 

She thinks it's Fantastic .. 
7e// her it r s F'u 'ntastic. 

k Capacity 60 pers. Max. 










The Most Fashionable CD.i.Teque South Of The Mediterranean 






The South Koreans a dd ed 
<T » . m ph!c in women’s air rifle 
shooting as Lee Eua-Ju 
took the individual tttie and 
helped her team win gold 
too. 


that included two mamdual 
and one team games records, 
the South Koreans also were 
in a strong position to win a 
gold in women's uKfividual 
archery competition Satur- 
day. 

Japan and China split hon- 
ours in tbe men's free pistol 
event. Japanese policeman 
Masaxu Nakashige won tbe 
individual gold, but China 
took tbe team tide. 

India's gold in tennis came 
when Asif Ismail downed In- 
donesia’s Suwandi 5-1, 6-7 
(6-8), 6-3 and Leander Paes 
drubbed Benny Wijaya 6-1, 

6- 3 hi singles- Zcesnan AS 
Syed and Gaurav Natekar 
edged Wiiyawan Sugjharto 
and Donny Susetio 4-6. 6-3, 

7- 5 in tbe doubles. 

China already bad dinefaed 
tiie softball gold, and lost its 
final game 4-3 to Japan on an 
extra-inning run. That gave 
Japan the silver and left 
Taiwan with tbe bronze. 

Tbe Chinese also won both * 
the 64- and 70-kilogramme 
titles in men’s weightlifting, 
and beat Japan 9-2 for tbs 
women’s for team fencing 
gold. 

Japanese riders picked up 


itheir third gold in equestrian 
competition, taking the team 
jumping event. Taiwan won 
the silver and Iran the 
bronze. Tbe Japanese earlier 
bad won tbe individual and 
team dressage tides. 

No brotherly 
love for 
Philippines 
boxer 

HIROSHIMA (R) — 
HHpino Mansueto Velas- 
co hasn’t let brotherly 
love stand in tbe way of 
his quest for an~~ Asian 
Games boxing medal. 

Velasco knocked off his 
older brother Roel to 
qualify for the games and 
Friday he advanced to the 
light flyweight semifinals 
by solidly outpointing 
Abdur Rashid Qnmbrani 
of Pakistan, 14-8. 

Mansueto Velasco. 19, 
is coached by yet another 
brother and all seven of 
tiie boys in his family box 
or are retired boxers. 

Roel Velasco, 20; won 
a bronze medal at the 
Barcelona Olympics but 
that didn't stop Mansueto 
from beating him in the 
elimination tournament 
to Quality for the games. 

“If you fight your older 
brother, you don't have 
to worry as much as be 
does," Mansueto said. 

“I didn't cheer for- any- 
one in that fight,” said 
Nolito Velasco, who 
coaches Mansueto. 

The heavyweights were 
also in action Friday, and 
while one favourite, Jiang 
Tao of China, advanced 
by a knockout, another, 
Chae Sung-Bae of South 
Korea, lost to Saudi Ara- 
bia’s Yousef Harron 
Hawsawi. 

■ 

Jiang, who won the 
Asian Championships 
earlier this year, landed a 
roundhouse left which 
knocked out Damdinba- 
zar Ganzorig of Mongolia 
two minutes into the 
second round. 

Hawsawi dubbed Chae 
from the start and the 
referee Stopped the fight 
36 seconds into the third 
round. 

Hawsawi fights Bah- 
man Azizpour, who beat 

Serguei PhHipovitsh of 

Kyrgyzstan, in one semi- 
final on Monday, and 
Jiang faces Alisher Avez- 
baev, who beat Nepalese 
Raj Kapur Thapaliya, in 
the other. 

Another Philippine 
boxer, Romeo Brin, was 
involved in the best fight 
of the day in his loss to 
Thailand’s Chaleo Som- 
wong. 

Brin was leading going 
mto the third round.' btu 
faced a barrage from 
Somwong who won 16*12 
on points. 

I knew i was behind 
by four or five points,*’ 
Somwong said, “so I 
moved in doser and ant 
busier." 

- There was one home- 
town decision when 
Japan’s Tsuyosbi" 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Germany, U.S. top Davis Cup seeds 

LONDON (R) — Germany and the United States, both 
knocked out in the semifinals of the Davis Cup this year, 
were named as the top seeds for next year's competition 
Friday. The International Tennis Federation (ITF) said 
they had taken each country's cup pedigree and current 
player ra nkings into consideration in seeding Germany and 
tfaeU.S. above this year’s finalists Russia and Sweden. The 
Americans have won the cup a record 30 times while 
Germany have triumphed three times since 1988. Russia 
and Sweden, who contest this year's final in Moscow in 
December, were named as joint third seeds for next 
Tuesday’s draw in London. Australia and Spain were 
seeded joint fifth with the Czech Republic and the 
Netherlands completing the seeds. The World Group will 
also comprise Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Denmark, 
France, Italy, South Africa and Switzerland. First-round 
ties will be played between Feb. 3 and 5 with the second 
round March 31-AprD 2, the semifinals on Sept. 22-24 and 
the final Dec. 1-3. 

Netherlands beat U.S. in volleyball 

ATHENS, Greece (AP) — The Netherlands rallied from a 
2rl deficit to beat the United States 5-15, 16-14, 10-15, 
15-8, 15-11 Friday, ending the Americans' unbeaten streak 
and sending the Dutch to the final at die men’s World 
Volleyball Championship. Both teams battled for the 
entire 2 Vi hours with few mistakes on either side of the net 
and some of the most technical play so far in the 
championship. “The U.S. team was very good, they didn’t 
make any mistak e s . They didn’t give away any points... 
today we are the luckiest team in the world,” Dutch captain 
Peter Blange said. His coach loop Alberda agreed that his 
t eam came close to losing a few times and pointed to the 
critical third set as the turning point. “We struggled at the 
beginning, which was not because of a deficit from our 
team but because of the great playing of the American 
team. We got into a lot of trouble in the third set but by the 
fourth the team had lost its negative energy," Alberda said. 

Hamburg topple Werder Bremen 

BONN (R) — Bulgarian internationals Yordan Letchkov 
and Petr Hnbtcbev each scored in the first half to spur 
Hamburg to a 4-1 victory over Bundesliga leaders Werder 
Bremen Thursday. Bremen slipped to second behind 
Borussia Dortmund on goal difference and just ahead of 
Bayern Munich and Kaiserlautern in the top four, who all 
have 11 points. Bremen seized the lead through R ussian 
striker Vladimir Bestchastnik after 11 minutes bnt gradual- 
ly surrendered the initiative to neighbouring Hamburg. 
Goals by Letchkov and Hubtchev tilted the balance and 
then Werder conceded an own goal by Andree Wiedener 
just before the break. Argentine striker Zarate completed 
Hamburg's tally after 79 minutes, his first goal of the 
season, leaving Hamburg unbeaten in six matches. 

Sick Krabbe puts off training 

BONN (AFP) — German sprinter Katrin Krabbe has put 
off a come-back t rainin g session because of a stomach 
infection, her trainers said Thursday. Krabbe, banned until 
August 1995 after a positive drags test, was due to restart 
t raining with a ten-day session in France next week. 


Aussies 
charge for 

home title 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Patrick 
Rafter and Mark Woodforde 
boosted hopes for a long- 
awaited home victory in the 
Australian Indoor tennis 
championships with quarter- 
final victoris here Friday- 

Fifth seed Rafter rallied to 
overcome American Aaron 
Krickstein 3-6, 6-3, 7-6 (7/2) 
and Woodforde fought back 
to beat Sweden’s Niddas Kulti 
4-6, 6-2, 7-5. 

The advance of the two 
Davis Cup players added 
further weight to Cup captain 
John Newcombe’s claim of an 
Australian men’s tennis re- 
vival. 

It is the first time Australia, 
has had two players in the 
semifinals here since Ken 
Rose wall and Geoff Masters 
in 1978. No Australian has 
won the title since Masters in 
1976. 

But the pair face formid- 
able hurdles in the semifinals 
— 2 1 -year-old Rafter is to 
play seventh-seeded Dutch- 
man Richard Krajicek and 
Woodforde to meet the win- 
ner of the match between 
second seed Boris Becker of 
Germany and American 
Jonathan Stark. 

Former world number B 
Krajicek comfortably 
accounted for American Jeff 
Tarango 6-1, 7-5, bis 14 aces 
taking his tally from three 
matches to 45 and he has yet 
to drop a set. 

Rafter, ranked 22, played 
out a thrilling deciding set 
with 45th-ranked Krickstein. 
It went with serve until the 
Australian produced a stream 
of winning vollevs in the tie- 
breaker. 

“I don’t mind going to tie- 
breakers. I know the other 
guy is going to have to play 
well because when it gets 
tight I go for it.” said Rafter. 

“I don’t mind that tag of 
being the Next Australian 
Hope. I just have to try and 
put it out of my mind.” 


Second seed Pierce too 
strong for young Hingis 


European Indoor 


ZURICH (R) — The much- 
heralded professional debut 
of 14-year-old Martina Hingis 
ended Thursday when she 
lost 6-4, 6-0 in the second 
round of the European In- 
door championships to 
second seed Mary Pierce of 
France. 

Hingis, wbo turned 14 last 
Friday, fought back gamely 
throughout the 55-minute . 
first set but was finally over- 
whelmed by the powerful all- 
court play and experience of 
the 19-year-old French teena- 
ger. ranked fifth in the world. 

Pierce continued to domin- 
ate the Swiss girl in the 
second set as the younger 
teenager's concentration 
totally disintegrated. 

Hingjs started nervously, 
and, as she had done when 
she beat American Patty Fen- 
dick in the first round, she 
dropped her service in her 
opening game. 

Within six minutes she was 
trailing 0-3 but managed to 
find the correct length of her 
drives to pull a game back as 
Pierce stumbled briefly and 
saw her lead cut to 3-1. 

Hingis also gave a hint of 
the potential that has so ex- 
cited tennis-watchers by 
warding off a total of 10 
breaks in the fifth and 
seventh games and three set 
points in the ninth game. 

But the writing was on the 
wajl when Hingis was leading 
40-0 in the first game of the 
second set and surrendered 
the game tamely with a string 
of unforped errors. 

She never recovered even 
though she rallied briefly to 
force four advantage points 
in the fourth game on 
Pierce’s serve. 

Pierce was never pressed as 
she ran out a comfortable 
winner in 90 minutes, 
although afterwards she said 
Hingis was a good enough 
player to be on the tour. 

“She has got some good 
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SPOT CARDS 
TO THE RESCUE 

East-West vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 

* 9 7 4 3 

* J 10 5 
:■ K 8 4 3 

* Q7 

VEST EAST 

*852 * K J 6 

v KQ6 ?A9842 

0 7 v 8 

*10 8 6 3 2 + K J 9 4 

SOUTH 

* A Q 10 

r"( * 

7 A Q J 10 5 2 

* A 5 
The bidding- 

Sooth West North 

1 <7 DM 2 r 2 ♦ 

4 0 Pam 5 C 


Opening lead: King of 7 
Trick* con be found in Che strang- 
tn of places. Look stall four hands 
and tee if yon can spot declarer's 
Uth trick. 

South ns not shy in Che auction. 
After deciding the hand waa strong 
enough to double and bid diamond* 
tar, South then conclu ded that, on 
die strength of partner^ free bid. 
ftqgertmg strength in a key holding, 
the hand waa worth a jump in dia- 
Bmndr North, not surprisingly, 
xahed to game. 

West's opening lead of the king of 
heuta. followed by the queen, did 
1 abt Buka declarer's work any more 
difficult— it virtually marked East 
with both the king and jack of 
iqpades for the opening bid. Declarer 
w a way to 1 1 Clicks if East started 
I with specifically K J a in the suit, or 
a d n obteto n K J. 

At trick three West to the 

tea of chibs South tried the queen 
from dummy jusL in case, captured 
the long with the ace, then tested 
trumps by cashing the ace. The 
queen of trumps was overtaken with 
the king to draw the last eoemy fang 
drib providing an entry to dummy. 
A spade to the ten won. tbe table 
| was reentered by overtaking the Eve 
| of diamonds with the six and the 
; queen of spades waa finessed next. 
When both defenders followed to 
tha are of spades, dummy's nine of 
spades was set up as the fulfilling 
trick. And declarer could get to tbe 
board by overtaking the two of dia- 
monds with the four. 

Wasn't it obvious that declarer 
wold score four spade tricks 
■Nke the contract? 
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From Saturday to Thursday, 
take a break from work and 
try our satisfying 
EXECUTIVE LUNCH. 
Speciality of the day 
Including salad bar & 
desert for only JD 9.500+4 
per person. 

A la carte menu is also 
available. 




Every Friday from IDO p.m. to 4:00 
p.m. our finest FRIDAY BRUNCH. 
Enjoy the marvelous variety of 
international and oriental food while 
your children are having fun coloring 
Ur. Hintstone pictures and playing 
with our dawn. 

Price JD 9.500 ++. 

Children below one meter &A eat for 
free. 


AL W ALIMA restaurant 
is open again) We invite 
you to join us every night 
from 7:00 p.m to midnight 
Come enjoy a superb 
dinner of several varieties 
of Pasta & Steak. 

Wine and Dine in our 
charming and cozy 
atmosphere. Let our fine 
food and service put you in 
a fabulous mood. 


Pma & Steak 
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Jordan Times 
T«K: 667171 


YEEEEE» h HAAA U! 

It’s COUNTRY WESTERN 
NIGHT here at the Amman 
Marriott Hotel 

So join us at 730p.m. on 
October 21st for a night of 
country music. American 
Home Cookin and aft the 
beer you can (kink for ONLY 
JD 17.000 per person at our 

SPORTS BAR 



Celebrate this year 

HALLOWEEN NIGHT in 

style at AL WALIMA 
REST ALII 


Join us for 
31st A 
rrenu in a 
that has 
occasion. 



AMMAN 

P.O.Box; 926333 AmmanJOTTfan TeL- 607607 Fix: 670100 









shots. But her service game 
was very poor today. With- 
improvement and in time, I 
am sure she can hold her 
own. And continuing ner- 
vousness contributed a lot to 
her defeat especially in the 
second set.” 

Hingis said she was sorry 
she had disappointed her 
numerous fans. 

Asked to compare her per- 
formance against Fendick 
and Pierce, she replied: “I 
can see the difference now 
when you play someone from 
the top ten. 

“Their shots are more solid 
and they can just go on and 
on hitting the ball. I hope to 
do better next time." 

Nathalie Tauziat, 26, the 
former French number one, 
who plays Helena Sukova of 
the Czech Republic in the 
second round, was perfectly 
placed to compare Hingis 
with Jennifer Capriati who 
turned pro at an even youn- 
ger age than Hingis, in 1990- 

Tauziat, who lost to Cap- 
riati 23 days before her 14th 
birthday at Boca Raton, Flor- 
ida, four years ago, practiced 
with Hingis in Zurich and 
said afterwards Capriati was 
better at 14. 

She said: “Hingis has a 
good backhand but seems to 
have problems with her fore- 
hand on the fast surface. She 
reads the ball very well, has 
good anticipation and hits the 
right shot at the right time. 

“Fortunately for us, she 
still has some weaknesses, 
otherwise it would be very 
serious for us.” 



Mary Pierce 
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Bridging The World 





‘BRIDGING THE WORLD’ 



CELEBRATES ITS 75TH ANNIVERSARY 
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Cinema Tel-: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Yusra, Safiyah Al Omari 

and Mahmoud Hamldah..in 

Al Mnhajer 
(Immigrant) 

Shows; 1230. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


TeL: 677420 


CONCORD 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabil Al Mashini Theatre 


Nabil & Hisham’s 

AHLAN 


TeL: 625155 



SPANISH ROSE 


Shows: 12 JO. 3:30. 5:00. 6:30. S:30, 10:30 


CONCORD “1 ” 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00. 8:15. 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 


Shows; 3:15, 5:15 


Cinema and Theatre 

presents the political comedy: Today & Everyday 

Legal Evening Entertainment . , . 9 . ■ . , 

Starring: Abeer Issa. Daoud Jalajei. AbU Awwad IPl SOCial COFTV 

Hassan Al Shaer and Mahmoud Abu ©dy 

Gharib. 

Children's Theatre Marzoak end the ‘‘PUNCTURED 
Magic Lamp" at 10 a.m. BAG’* 

For reservation cal tel: 618274-618275 


The political satire: 

Al Salam Ya Salam 
Dally at 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday is the 
theatre’s holiday. 
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TOP-LEVEL MEETING: Iraqi President Sa ddam Hussein 
chairs a meeting of die Revolutionary Command Council in 
Baghdad late Thursday. The United States on Friday 
accused Iraq of mobQismg troops near the border with 


Kuwait and warned Baghdad against a new invasion of die 
emirate. An Iraqi government statement said the troop 
movements were an internal Iraqi affair and rejected the 
U.S. warning (see page one) (AFP photo) 


Morocco prepares 


for economic summit 


RABAT (R) — King Hassan 
has invited SO governments 
from the Middle East and 
North Africa to an economic 
conference in Morocco later 
this month which could lay 
the basis for a future common 
market, a senior official said 
on Friday. 

“The conference is unpre- 
cedented... it aims to create 
the conditions and environ- 
ment to extend the peace 
process by a process of eco- 
nomic and social develop- 
ment in the area,” a senior 
palace source told Reuters. 

He said more than 30 
heads of state or government 
bad accepted invitations, in- 
cluding a high-powered 
Israeli delegation led by 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres and senior 
Palestinian leaders. 

The Middle East/North 
Africa Economic Summit, 
sponsored by U.S. President 
Bill Clinton and Russian 
leader Boris Yeltsin, will be 
held in Casablanca from Ocl 
30 to Nov. 1. 

It grew out of the Middle 
East peace process which be- 
gan in Madrid in 1991 and 
eventually led to the peace 
agreement between the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and Israel in 
Washington in September 
last year. 

The main items on the con- 
ference agenda are creation 
of a regional development 
bank with initial capital of 
S10 billion, a common mar- 
ket and international invest- 
ment guarantees. 

The conference will also 
discuss water resources, 
irrigation, industrial and agri- 
cultural development, public 
works, civil aviation, tourism 


and a wide range of other 
economic topics. 

“We must be realistic. The 
common market won't be 
born in Casablanca. But an 
action plan could emerge and 
a Casablanca declaration be 
published outlining objec- 
tives...,'' the source said. 

He said it would be a 
“turning point because Mid- 
dle East peace cannot mean 
anything without a quality 
change in the daily lives 'of 
the population of the re- 
gion.” 

He added that projects 
would be examined on 
national, bilateral and re- 
gional levels while financial 
experts would discuss emerg- 
ing markets, deregulation, 
privatisation and banking. 

More than 750 chief execu- 
tives of major private enter- 
prises from around the world 
have accepted invitations so 
far, besides international 
bodies like the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT), the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and the World Bank. 

The source said Morocco 
had no illusions about the 
political problems that still 
remained. 

“We know a Palestinian 
state is being built and must 
become a reality as soon as 
possible. We think the dyna- 
mics of peace and develop- 
ment should accelerate solu- 
tion of remaining political 
problems.” 

The Casablanca meeting, 
organised by the U.S. Coun- 
cil on Foreign Relations of 
New York and the World 
Economic Forum based in 
Geneva, will set up perma- 
nent structures and hold a 
second meeting in Amman 
next year. 


U.S. , N. Korea push 

ahead in nuclear talks 


GENEVA (R) — U.S. and 
North Korean officials 
pushed ahead on Friday in 
high-level negotiations to 
reshape Pyongyang’s dis- 
puted nuclear p r ogra m me, 
officials said. 


a-half hours, said the two 
sides had had “intensive dis- 
cussions*' but did not elabo- 
rate. 


U.S. Ambassador-at-large 
Robert Gallucci and North 
Korean First Deputy Foreign 
Minister Kang Sok-Ju headed 
the two delegations who be- 
gan meeting at 10.30 a.m. 
p00 GMT). 


The negotiations were sus- 
pended last Thursday after a 
week in which no signs of 
progress emerged, but the 
technical experts have been 
meeting in an attempt to 


close the gap. 

Asked if U.S. officials had 


put forward any new propos- 

dine dttf- 


They were each accompa- 
nied by three top experts for 
the talks being held at Pyon- 
gyang's diplomatic mission in 
Geneva. 

The two sides held seven 
hours of closed-door talks on 
Thursday, but would not say 
■whether they had made any 
progress in narrowing their 
diffe rences. 


U.S. and North Korean 
negotiators are trying to build 
on an outline accord reached 
in August under which Pyon- 
gyang agreed to freeze its 
graphite nuclear reactor 
programme and switch to a 
safer, light-water version 
with international financing. 


North Korean and Amer- 
ican officials declined on Fri- 
day to assess the state of die 
talks. 

Some diplomats following 
the negotiations said no 
breakthrough was in sight. 
But they expected them to 
cany over until next week 
anyway. 


On Thursday, a North Ko- 
rean spokesman described 
the morning session as having 
been “businesslike and se- 
rious.” 

A U.S. statement issued 
after the afternoon session, 
which also lasted three- and- 


als to resolve outstanding dif- 
ferences on Thursday, a 
North Korean spokesman 
said: "Everything is on the 
table. We will engage in a 
very serious discussion.” 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry said on 
Wednesday there was still 
“significant disagreement*’ 
between the two sides and 
diplomats held out little hope 
of a quick breakthrough. 

On Wednesday, North 
Korea announced to the Un- 
ited Nations that Kim Jong- 
11, son of the late President 
Kim D-Sung, was the com- 
munist state’s new supreme 
leader and supreme comman- 
der of its armed forces. 

“Gallucci, returning after 
weekend consultations in 
Washington, said his delega- 
tion was prepared to make “a 
very serious, energetic effort 
to resolve the issues that are 
outstanding.” 

Mr. Peny, speaking on 
PBS Television, said one ma- 
jor stumbling block was 
Pyongyang’s demand for 
Washington to provide extra 
funds to replace North 
Korea's graphite reactors 
with light-water technology. 

The change is to be fi- 
nanced by an international 
consortium including the Un- 
ited States, Japan, South 
Korea, Germany and Russia. 



Hogg looks ahead for Israeli pull out 


Schoolgirls suffer fainting fit in Egypt 


TYRE, Lebanon (AP) — British Foreign Office Minister 
of State Douglas Hogg said Friday on a visit to South 
Lebanon that he was looking forward to an Israeli 
withdrawal from the region. Mr. Hogg was speaking during 
a.vi sit to positions of the U.N. Interim Force In Lebanon 
(UNIFIL) in the south, where Israel has occupied a 
self-declared “security zone” since 1985. “I am looking 
forward to the day when the international frontier will be 
fully restored and there will be no Israelis in South 
Lebanon,” he told AFP. Mr. Hogg said he believed U.N. 
Resolution 425 calling for Israel to withdraw from South 
Lebanon would be implemented but “there will be some 
negotiation before that happens.” The envoy, who arrived 
in Leba non fr om Syria on Wednesday, held talks Friday 
with UNIFTL commander Major-General Trond Fuiu- 
hovde on the peace process at force headquarters in 
Naqura, near the port city of Tyre. He paid tribute to the 
“extreme skill and courage” of the soldiers after inspecting 
positions of Fijian, Irish and Finnish peacekeepers. The 
British envoy told reporters Thursday he bad discussed 
Lebanon with Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad earlier in 
the week in Damascus. Syria is the main power-broker in 
Lebanon. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Thirty-five girls suffered a mass fainting 
fit at a high school m Dekernes m northern Egypt, the daily 
AI Wafd reported Friday. The reason for the collective 
fainting in the village 140 kilometres north of Cairo was not 
yet known, the paper said, adding that “the pupils' parents 
were thrown into panic.” Last year thousands of collective 
f aintin g fits among high school girls were reported around 
the country. The first cases also appeared in the northern 
Nile Delta region. No explanation for the phenomenon has 
been found though specialists say it has a “psychological” 
origin. 


'Nobel jury agonising over Rabin or Peres’ 


PARIS (R) — The Nobel jury is agonising over whether to 
award this year's peace prize to Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin or his foreign minister, Shimon Peres, for 
their historic peace agreement with the Palestinians, Nobel 
Laureate Elie Wiesel said on Friday. “I'm not on the Nobel 
jury but I know that they're having a hard time deciding. 
It’s the first time in history that it's taken them so long and 
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in fact they are deciding today. It’s the last meeting of the 
committee,” he said on Europe 1 i 


Qatar wants Zubara dropped from dispute 


BAHRAIN (AP) — Qatar has reportedly demanded the 
tire region of Zubara be dropped from its border dispute 
.with Bahrain, currently at the World Court. Arab diploma- 
££ sources said the Qatari request was discussed Thursday 
by legal experts meeting in London to work out a joint 
formula ahead of the scheduled Nov. 30 hearing by the 
.court. But the sources, who spoke condition of anonymity, 
said Bahrain was unlikely to accept the Qatari request- 
because it would run contrary to the court ruling. The' 
International Court of Justice, the judicial arm of the 
United Nations seated in the Hague, said in July it could 
not accept jurisdiction in the case until both parties agreed 
on the areas of dispute. The court specifically mentioned 
Zubara. the burial ground in northwest Qatar of Bahrain's 
Al Khalifa dynasty, which has ruled Bahrain since 1782. 
Qatar took the case to the court in 1991. claiming 
sovereignty over the Hawar Islands and the reefs of Fasht 
Al Dibal and Jaradah in coastal waters off the two Gulf 
States. The official Gulf News Agency said Bahrain's 
minister of state for legal affairs, Hussein Bahama, and 
Qatar's State Legal Counsellor Naguib Al Nairn! held 
“serious discussions” but did not provide details. Rulings 
by the World Court are subject to voluntary compliance 
because it has no independent enforcement powers. 


Europe 1 radio. Asked whom he 
would recommend, Mr. Wiesel said: “Perhaps Rabin and 
Peres. You cannot ignore or put aside Rabin because 
without Rabin there would have been no peace process. 
He's the bead of government. It may be known tonight or 
else on Oct. 14 for sure.” The U.N. cultural agency 
UNESCO awarded its own peace prize last September 
jointly to Mr. Rabin, Mr. Peres and Yasser Arafat for the 
accord on mutual recognition and interim Palestinian 
self-rule in the Gaza Strip and Jericho area. 


Egyptian lawyer says strikers denied counsel 


CAIRO (API — Seventy-one men accused of striking and 
demonstrating during a melee outside a textile factory are 
being refused access to lawyers in violation of Egyptian 
law, a human rights activist said Friday. Ibrahim Khalil of 
the Egyptian Organisation for Human Rights said the men 
were among those arrested Sept. 28 in the aftermath of a 
strike at a government-owned factory at Kafr Al Dawar, 
170 kilometres north of Cairo. Four people, including an 
eight-year-old boy, were killed when police opened fire on 
supporters of the strikers. About 10,000 workers inside the 
factory were protesting a government plan to dismiss 2,000 
employees at the factory. Police sources maintained Friday 
that lawyers would be allowed to be present during 
interrogations of the suspects but must first get permission 
from the prosecutor. But Mr. Khalil said attorneys were 
turned down when they asked such permission. 


Zhirinovsky triggers 


new crisis for Y eltsin 


’MOSCOW (R) Russia’s 

parliament fired a warning 
shot at President Boris Yelt- 
sin on Friday when three key 
opposition factions boycotted 
the new autumn session. 

The communist and agra- 
rian factions joined the 
boycott called by ultra- 
nationalist Vladi mir Zhir- 
inovsky and insisted on a full 
debate on the traditionally, 
uneasy relations between the 
executive and legislative 
branches of power. 

The crisis was triggered by 
Mr. Zhirinovsky, who ac- 
cused Yeltsin’s gov ernm ent 
of victimising his Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP). He 
said ' he would boycott the 
session of doe State Duma 
until further notice. 

The flamboyant Zhirinovs- 
ky complained of an incident 
on Monday involving his 
charter aircraft. Describing 
the incident as a major pro- 
vocation, he said: “Starting 
from today we will not take 
part in the sessions until the 
incident has been investi- 
gated.” 

Mr. Zhirinovsky told the 
Duma he had not been 
allowed to make a stopover 
in the Siberian city of Kemer- 
ovo on his way to North 
Korea. He said the refusal to 


allow his plane to land by 
airport authorities was politi- 


cally motivated. 

He said the incident was 
the last straw in a 
government-orchestrated 
campaign against his party, 
whose success in parliamen- 
tary elections last December 
transformed Russia’s political 


scene and rang alarm bells in 
the West. 

The representatives of the 
communist and agrarian fac- 
tion, which together with 
LDP control over 180 seats in 
a 450-seat legislature,' told 
the chamber they were join- 
ing the protest by refuting to 
take part in parliamentary 
votes. 

The civil aviation depart- 
ment chief was summoned to 
the session to give explana- 
tions, but he said investiga- 
tion of what happened in 
Kemerovo would take some 
time. Kemerovo airport au- 
thorities said the landing strip 
was damaged and they re- 
routed Mr. Zhirinovsky’s 
plane to the Siberian city of 
Tomsk. 

The communists and agra- 
rians used the confusion in 
the chamber, which can not 
operate effectively under the 
triple boycott, to force a de- 
bate on relations between the 
president and the parliament 
on Oct. 12. 

However, some communist 
and agrarian deputies took 
part in voting for the ratifica- 
tion of the treaty on econo- 
mic onion between the for- 
mer Soviet republics. They 
made no reference to the 
boycott and it was undear 
whether the voting by the 
deputies of the two factions 
for a treaty, which both par- 
ties had actively promoted, 
was an exception. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky 
announced that the LDP was 
also pulling out of Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s pact on civil accord 
which the Kremlin leader 


drew up last April in the hope 


up las 

of ending destructive con- 


has made his political career 
out of nationalist promises to 


frontation between rival poli- 
tical forces. 

A year ago Mr. Yeltsin 
dissolved and violently 
crashed the resistance of the 
Soviet-era legislature, which 
be had accused of becoming a 
stage of political confronta- 
tion and a stumbling block to 
ins economic reforms. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s opponents 
appeared even stronger in the 
new parliament, elected last 
December. Reformers did 
poorly and the main winner 
was Mr. Zhirinovsky, who 
his pol 
ionaiist 

revive the Russian empire. 

But under the new con- 
stitution, adopted simul- 
taneously with parliament 
elections, the legislature was 
stripped of the almost unli- 
mited powers which enabled 
its predecessor to hobble Mr. 
Yeltsin’s authority. 

The first session of the new 
parliament, ending in July, 
passed quietly for Mr. Yelt- 
sin, bringing about hopes of 
burying die traditional feud 
between the two branches of 
power. 

Mr. Yeltsin said in a mes- 
sage to the Duma on 
Wednesday that more than 
200 items of prospective leg- 
islation were waiting to be 
dealt with, leaving no place 
for political squabbling. 

But Friday’s development 
showed that the communist 
and nationalist opposition 
was likely to use every oppor- 
tunity to hit out at the presi- 
dent. 


3 British' 
soldiers 


charged 
with murder 


in Cyprus 


LARNACA (Agencies) — 
Three British solders held in 
the slaying of a Danish tour 
guide were charged Friday 
with premeditated murder, 
abduction, and conspiracy to 
commit rape. 

Alan Ford, 26, Justin Fow- 
ler, 26, and Jeff Parnell, 23, 
were not asked to enter a 
plea during the 10-minute, 
pro forma arraignment hear- 
ing in the case of the killing of 
Louise Jensen. 

However, their attorneys 
told the Associated Press 
they will plead innocent when 
the trial begins. 

The three servicemen of 
the first battalion of the 
Royal Green jackets Regim- 
ent stood impassively in the 
dock as the charges were read 
out. 

Dressed in jeans, the de- 
fendants were each handcuf- 
fed to a policeman as they 
were brought into a court- 
room packed with reporters 
from Cyprus, Britain and 
Scandinavia. 

District Prosecutor Sotiris 
KokJtinos asked the court 
that die arraignemnt hearings 
be adjourned until Oct. 14 to 
give him time to finish up the 
depositions. 

He also requested that the 
soldiers be remanded in cus- 
tody pending further hear- 
ings. 

The defence lawyers 
voiced no objection to Mr. 
KokJrinos’ request. 

The hearing was held at the 
whitewashed courthouse in 
the coastal city of Larnaca, 
about 35 kilometres from the 
Ayia Napa resort where Jen- 
sen was abducted. 

The 23-year-old tour repre- 
sentative was grabbed early 
in the morning of Sept. 13 
while riding a motorcycle 
with a male friend. 

Her battered body was 
found two days later in a 
shallow grave on nearby 
farmland. Police said she had 
been beaten about to& head 
and neck. 

The three were charged 
here with premeditated mur- 
der after matching Jensen 
near Ayia Napa on Sept. J3 
with the -intention of having 
sex with her. 

If convicted, the three ac- 
cused face life imprisonment 
— the mandatory sentence 
for murder on the island. 

Earlier court hearings were 
told the soldiers dragged Jen- 
sen into a Mini Moke car 
after knocking her and her. 
boyfriend Micbaelis Vassi- 
liades off their motorbike. 

Mr. Vastiliades, 21 told 
police her saw Jensen being 
beaten with a heavy instru- 
ment like a shovel as she lay 
on the ground. The soldiers, 
from the nearby British milit- 
ary base at Dheketia. were 

■uupped by police less man an 
hour after Mr. Vastiliades 
raised the alarm. 


Turkish army hinders 


deputy premier’s tour 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Murat Karayaldn said on Fri- 
day he would visit Tunceli 
province, where hundreds of 
villagers say their homes 
were burned down by secur- 
ity forces in their battle with 
Kurdish guerrillas. 

But a senior commander in 
the remote eastern province 
was quoted as saying he 
would not allow Mr. Karayal- 
cin to visit Ovatik township, 
a gathering point for home- 
less residents from the tor- 
ched villages. 

“I am going to Tunceli 
tomorrow,” Mr. Karayalcm 
told reporters, but an itiner- 
ary showed he would not tour 
some 20 burned-out villages, 
said by residents to be the 
work of the security forces. 

Local offidals said the 
army commander in charge 
of local operations had block- 
ed any such visit 

“He said he would not 
permit him to enter Ovatik, 
as be said it would be too 
dangerous to fiy over that 
area,” said an official from 
Tunceli, where 
mounting one of the 
military operations in mod- 
em Turkish history. 

’ A source close to Mr. 


Karayalcm said the delega- 
tion may try to fly in a heli- 
copter over some villages in 
the region, where for the past 
three weeks the army has 
been fighting the separatist 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK). 

“Even if the army say he 
cannot, we still hope 
Karayaicin wiU come — we 
are the ones who are suffer- 
ing after til,” said Ovatik 
Mayor Musa Yerlikaya. 

“Ovatik has 71 villages, 
about 20 have been burned 
and 35 evacuated. Residents 
in the other villages have 
been told to get out in three 
days,” he said. 

Eight people, including 
four children, are still missing 
from die village of Gokcek, 
which the army evacuated 
and destroyed on Sept. 28. 

Mr. 'Yerlikaya said soldiers 
had destroyed 60 tonnes of 
food in', an Ovatik village' 
where eight soldiers were lol- 
led by guerrillas on Oct. 1. 
The army has said it was a 



President Suleyman De- 
mirel on Thursday ordered 
the army to investigate re- 
ports of village burning 
around Tunceli. 


Greek army has Exocets 
aimed at Turkey — report 


ATHENS (AFP) — Greece 
has deployed French-made 
Exocet missiles in the Ae- 
gean trained on the nearby 
coast of Turkey, its North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) ally, according to a 
Greek military publication 
Friday which said Athens has 
never publicly disclosed the 
feet. 

The Stratigilti publication 
said the Exocet MM40 sea- 
to-sea missiles and AM39 air- 
to-sea missiles were deployed 
to monitor key military in- 
stallations all along the Tur- 
kish coast from the Dar- 
danelles Strait in the north 
down to the southeast Ae- 
gean 


waters from six to 12 nautical 
miles as of Nov. 16. This 
triggered threats of- war 
though Athens said it was 
acting in line with the inter- 
national convention on sea 
rights. 

Stratigiki said the Greek 
missiles are trained on three 
Turkish areas. The first mis- 
siles on the Aegean island of 
Limnos are aimed at the 
Dardanelles Strait, the 
second southeast of L^bos 
island are aimed at the Tur- 
kish port of Izmir where toe 
headquarters of Turkey’s 
special fourth army is based, 
and the third group north of 
the island of Rhodes is 
trained on toe new Turkish 


The Greek DrfenreMirrisr- base in the southern town of 


try cited official “defence 
secrecy” to refuse any com- 
ment on toe alleged deploy- 
ment of the Exocet missiles. 

“Greece has a sovereign 
right to defend its soil, by 
whatever means it- deems 
necessary,” ministry spokes- 
man Pam bos Hatzilambis 
told AFP. 

The two countries, though’ 
allies in toe NATO forming 
toe alliance's southern flank, 
have been at odds for years 
over a variety of regional 
issues. 

One of the most serious 
disputes concerns the militar- 
isation of the Aegean islands, 
■some only one kilometre 
from the Turkish coast. 

The two countries disagree 
on toe interpretation of inter- 
national accords, but the disr 
pure deepened over toe sum- 
mer when Greece said it 
would extend its territorial 


Mannaris. 

Jean -Claude Ranvier, a 
spokesman at Aerospatiale, 
the firm that makes toe Ex- 
ocet missiles, told AFP dur- 
ing a visit here that Greece 
has several types of Exocet 
missiles while Turkey only 
has none. 

He said it was “certain that’ 
toe Exocet with a range of 
action of 70 kilometres are 
toe missiles best adapted to 
toe configuration of the range 
the Greeks want to cover.” 

In the early 1970s, Greece 
was toe first foreign client of 
the first version of the Ex- 
ocet, the MM38. 


Greek forces have since 
also acquired toe Exocet’s 
main competitor, the U.S.- 
made Harpoon missiles made 
by McDonnell Douglas — a 
model also used by the Tur- 
kish army. 



Corridor protocot 
wrongfoots 

officials 
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TOULOUSE, France (AFP> 
— Question: How did the 
Japanese emperor cross the 
corridor? Answer: On his 
own, while no-one was look- 
ing. Strange but true, and 
just one example of Japanese 
I m pe r i a l protocol dealt with 
by fins ‘ 
during 
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not allowed to meet 


said a 

for toe Toulouse 
Au thority, ho sting 
AHtri tn and Empress 
ko until Saturday, 



want 


m 


supposed they 
people to see h 
jamas. We have tried to 
wafer arrangements to 
around iL”The corrido 
undnim is only the 
example of Japanese “good 
form” that has had to b£. 
observed since the imperial 
couple arrived in France. 
Monday. In Paris there watt 
the comparatively nonntip 
problem of whether to shake 
the emperor’s hand, corny, or bow;; 

Various offiatis tried various 
combi na tions, with various 
degrees of success. lit. 
Toulouse Thursday, where 
toe emp er o r and empress vi- 
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it emerged that a plan for 
~ r Akflnto to sit in the 

of a new Airbus to 
for pho to graphers had 
“abandoned.” The ex- 
planation for the cancellation 




remained undear, although 

t toe right 


speculation about 
image was rife. Chinese Pres- 
ident Jiang Zemin posed for 
the cameras in toe same fac- 
tory last month. But the cor- 
ridor problem is proving the 
trickiest for organisers here, 
particular because of 
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where the emperor is staying 
in his two tights in Toulouse. 
“The trouble is, he is in the 
regional prefect’s apart- 
ments, so ft is rather difficult . 
for the prefect not to waDc.^ 
around. To be honest, we " 
dotft know how they 
going to organise it. 
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Mitterrand opens 
car show; goes 
on holiday 


PARIS (R) — French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand 
flew to Belle-He, a holiday 
island off Britaimy, for a few 
days’ vacation. Asked by 
television reporters about his 
health as he arrived at the 
island’s luxury Castel Clan 
Hotel, the 77-year-old Social- 
ist president replied: “I am 
not going to spend my life 
talking about this.” He con- 
valesced at the hotel two 
years ago after undergoing a 
first prostate cancer opera- 
tion. Mr. Mitterrand earlier 
opened the Paris World 
Motor Show to the public 
with an extended 45-minute 
walkabout apparently in- 
tended partly to dispel 

tent rumours a 001 
health, following 
operation in July. 
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It’s official — 
China’s deng a 
lucky old man 


* 


s pa- 
ramount leader Deng Xiaop- 
ing may be retired from all 
his powerful official posts, 
but he has now been formally 
named the luckiest old man 
in toe whole country, the 
official media said Friday. 
The organisers of the Lucky 
Old Man Life Knowledge 
Competition named . bfr. 
Deng as winner of toe ‘'spa- 
tial Lucky Old Man” Prize at 
a ceremony in Beijing, the 
China Business Times re- 
ported. “Everyone feh that 
comrade Xiaoping is the 
great architect of our nation’s 
Socialist reform and opening 
up and of its moderrusationr 
me newspaper said, ailing 
Mr. Deng by his given name: 
ra a sign of respectful intima- 
cy- ‘Tie is tire cr eato r of 
sodlaism with Chinese char- 
acteristics,” the newspaper 
continued. “ComraSe 
Aiaop cagi has reached- 90 

years of age, his great virtue 
nas a wide ^ 


wide reputation and he 
» respected by all the na. 

Deng, often rumoured to-fed 
mbad health, was the oriy 

toe Special Lucky . 
Old M an Pn ze, 600 people 

8 tond-dass award, three 
™on a second-rw 

one person won a 
recognition. 
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